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‘PREFACE 


)UBTEDLY the most mysterious book 
whole Bible is the Apocalypse of 
Written, according to St. Jerome, 
enth year of the reign of Domitian, 
sixty years after the Ascension of 
Ss first purpose was to give courage 

to the persecuted faithful of the 
confronted by the tremendous 
m. But that was not its sole 
written for the Church of every 

hristians in mind of that fierce and 
flict between the Kingdom of God 
rs of Darkness, and to encourage 
ertainty of the ultimate triumph 
r. On the one side is the Church 
ut on a rock, on the other are the 
l. The struggle goes on through- 
__ Often it seems that victory for 
t Hell is imminent, but “ they shall 
counts of this conflict portrayed 
d imagery and symbolism of the 
| Produces in the soul feelings of 
e. The mind is lifted from earth to 
brought back to earth, and taken 
ne sky ; it is lowered again to earth, 
the earth, to the bottom-most pit, 
in to earth or heaven, and so on, till 
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time and space seem to count for nothing, and a 
new earth and new heaven appear. Night is 
gone, tears are wiped away, the great conflict 
is at an end, and alone the Throne of God 
stands out in brilliant majesty, holding our gaze 
until we fall down in worship with the mighty 
Seer who has heard and seen, and has drawn the 
curtain aside, that every generation of Christians 
may see and hear. 

But before the end is reached, what a succes- 
sion of vivid scenes, imagery and symbolism ! 
The seven Letters are as so many invitations to 
the great drama about to be enacted. Then 
the veil is lifted. Seven seals, seven trumpets, 
seven signs, seven vials, seven stages of Babylon’s 
ruin, seven visions—until the number symbolic 
of completeness has unfolded the whole revela- 
tion in seven septenaries !_ And how varied and 
animated the scenes! Horses white, red, black, 
and pale, each with its rider a harbinger of woe ! 
The white robed martyrs under the altar of 
God, the white robed host which no man could 
number before the throne of God. The earth 
set on fire, the sea turned into blood, locusts 
like unto horses arrayed for battle, an avenging 
host of cavalry to the number of two hundred 
millions! A Woman clothed with the sun who 
gives birth to a male Child; the watching 
dragon ; the battle in the sky, Michael and his 
angels against the dragon and his angels! A 
beast from the sea, a beast from the earth, a 
Lamb and His men-virgins, angels flying in mid- 
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ky ;—and so on, with a might and a flow that 
terrific and sublime ! 

urally, a book so full of symbolical 
entation has lent itself to a variety of 


iterpretations. An apocalypse is a prophecy, 


and it is of the nature of prophecy to be vague. 
Hence, although the main argument of the 
ook is quite clear—the great warfare between 
ZC d evil, God and His saints on the one 
side, Satan and his emissaries (whether on earth 
in the sky) on the other, Paganism versus 
hristianity, Injustice against Justice, until the 
ul victory for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
d—yet the identification of the various 
Sis no easy matter. For the fight ‘‘ is not 
flesh and blood, but against the princi- 
and powers, against the rulers of the world 
rkness, against the spirits of wickedness 
ons above ” (Ephes. vi, 12). Only by a 
study of the language and imagery of the 
great Fiebrew prophets, notably Daniel, Ezechiel 
nd Isaias, of the figurative expressions used 
elsewhere in the New Testament, and (to a 
much lesser extent than is sometimes demanded) 
by reference to Jewish and early Christian 
apc calyptic literature, can the interpreter of 
st. John’s Apocalypse hope to find the keys to 
Hit the symbolism in its details. | 
a. ather Robert Eaton of the Birmingham 
wtatory here presents to Catholic readers an 
“xposition of the Apocalypse which is based on 
sure scholarship, is expressed with admirable 
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simplicity, and which gives a clear insight into 
the meaning of the prophecy. His intention 
has not been to produce a critical commentary 
useful only for the advanced student of Sacred 
Scripture—though the latter, if he has not yet 
studied the Apocalypse in detail, could not do 


better than begin with Fr. Eaton’s commentary.. 


Instead, he has had in mind the intelligent 
Catholic reader who is eager to know more about 
the Sacred Writings, but who cannot afford 
time for prolonged study. Like the Ethiopian 
civil servant of Acts vili, 27, many of oyr 
Catholic men and women find that the only 
leisure for reading is at odd times, as when 
travelling to and from business. There is no 
reason why the Scriptures should not be read 
at these times ; and Father Eaton, like another 
St. Philip the Deacon, is ready to lend his 
services to such as these, in order to show them 
what the Scriptures mean. ‘They will find him 
a sure and safe interpreter. May his little 
commentary obtain all the success it so well 
deserves. 

To-day, when the forces of Modernism and 
Paganism are gathering together for a renewed, 
and perhaps the final, assault on the Church of 
God, the two parts of the Scriptures that 
especially deserve serious meditation are the 
Books of the Machabees at the end of the Old 
Testament, and the Apocalypse of St. John at 
the end of the New Testament. The former 
describes Hellenistic Modernism which almost 
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1 in wiping out the religion of Israel ; 
describes Paganism in its onslaughts 
religion of Christ throughout the 
in order to meet the next attack 
ism, we do well to have in our hands 
ary on the Apocalypse. 
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APOCALYPSE OF ST. JOHN 


CHAPTER I 


ion of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
wn to his servants the things which must 


pass : and signified, sending by his angel to 
n testimony to the word of God, and the 
esus Christ, what things soever he hath seen. 

he, that readeth and heareth the words of 
and keepeth those things which are written 
seven churches which are in Asia. Grace 
peace from him that is, and that was, and 
ind from the seven spirits which are before 


1s Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of 
oved us, and washed us from our sins 


© us a kingdom, and priests to God and 
be glory and empire for ever and ever, 
ometh with the clouds, and every eye shall 
1 o that pierced him. And all the 
h shall bewail themselves because of him. 


ind Omega, the beginning and the end, 
70d, who is, and who was, and who is to 
t brother and your partner in tribulation, 
om, and patience in Christ Jesus, was in 
ic 1s called Patmos, for the word of God, and 
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10 I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 Saying : What thou seest, write in a book, and send 
to the seven churches which are in Asia, to Ephesus, and to 
Smyrna, and to Pergamus, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, 
and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea. 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. 
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks : 

13 And in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, 
one like to the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to 
the feet, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14 And his head and his hairs were white, as white wool, 
and as snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire, 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as in a burning 
furnace. And his voice as the sound of many waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars. And from 
his mouth came out a sharp two edged sword : and his face 
was as the sun shineth in his power. 

17 And when I had seen him, I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying: Fear not. 
I am the First and the Last. 

18 And alive, and was dead, and behold I am living for 
ever and ever, and have the keys of death and of hell. 

19 Write therefore the things which thou hast seen, and 
which are, and which must be done hereafter, 

20 The mystery of the seven stars, which thou sawest in 
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. And the 


seven candlesticks are the seven churches. 


N? Book of Holy Scripture has been com- 
mented upon more fully than the Apocalypse 
of St. John, with which the Bible comes to an 
end, yet no Book is probably so little known and 
appreciated. It is the one Prophetical Book of 
the New Testament, and for various reasons 
people seem afraid of it, and declare they cannot 
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adit. Init the future of the Church of 
ye struggles both on her behalf and 
r, together with her final victory at the 
= world, are vividly portrayed, so that 
m may be said to be to give consolation 
th to those who seek to fight the good 
be true witnesses to ‘‘ the Truth as it 
;” (Ephes., iv, 21). 
certain that St. John, “ the disciple 
us loved,” is the author of this Book, 
ay safely assign A.D. 96 as the date of 
sition. It was to the lonely Island of 
| the Aegean Sea, off the west coast of 
yr, that St. John, the only then sur- 
ostle, was banished in the terrible 
n raised by the Emperor Domitian 
= Church. He had been summoned 
esus to Rome, and had there passed 
through the cauldron of boiling oil at 
€ Latin Gate, the Feast of which is kept on 
y 6. Sentence of banishment was then 
sed upon him, and he was sent to work in the 
les of Patmos, which, like al] the penal 
Onies of Rome, was an island most desolate 
d bare. And there in a kind of cave, known 
this day as The Saint’s Garden, Our Lord 
uchsafed to His Disciple the full and glorious 
ge etion Contained in the Book of the Apoca- 
pe Blessed Is he,” so we are told for our 
ty. ocment at the beginning of our study,— 
messed is. he that readeth and heareth the 
rds of this prophecy, and keepeth those things 
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which are written in it. For the time is at 
hand ”’ (i, 3). These words remind us of a 
truth which should ever be borne in mind as we 
read the Apocalypse—viz.: that it is a very 
history and portrait of the times in which we 
live. ‘‘ It reaches from end to end mightily ’’— 
that is, from the Crucifixion to the Last Judg- 
ment. And “ just as it is scarcely possible for 
each combatant in a war to form an opinion as 
to the general course of it, or even of a single 
battle, so is any complete comprehension of the 
struggles of the Church denied as a rule to 
individual Christians.”” The Apocalypse does 
but furnish us with a series of pictures, to develop 
and impress upon us what Our Lord so clearly, 
in His discourse to the Twelve at the Last 
Supper, declared to be the future experience of 
His Church in the world to its end. ‘That 
future is determined by God, and not by man ; 
God is long-suffering, and “‘ waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, patiently bearing till 
He receive the early and the latter rain”’ 
(Jas., v, 7) ; ‘‘ through many tribulations are we 
to pass into the Kingdom of God.” But the 
cause of God shall triumph in the Kingdom of 
the Just made perfect, for He is the alpha and 
the omega, the beginning and the end ; and “to 
him that thirsteth God will give of the fountain 
of the water of life freely.” —‘‘ He that shall 
overcome shall possess these things, and I will 
be his God, and he shall be My son ” (Apoc., 
xxi, 6, 7). “‘ The final issue of the conflict is 
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ful : God and His righteousness will 
revail through the advent of One of 
David, Who is both a Redeemer and 


is the main drift of the story of this 
these are the main features emphasised 
Much has been written about the 
ies of its language, the obscurity which 
2s from its symbolical form, and the 
es which surround its interpretation ; 
y discussion of these would here be out 
It is our aim to make the sacred text 
possible as we proceed, and this may 
i¢ treatment of the points just 
to ; so let what has been said suffice as 
matter to our study. | 
ontents of the Apocalypse have been 
a many ways. We will here adopt the 
given in the ‘‘ Westminster ” ver- 

ig the Book into “ septenaries,”’ 
ch parts as are indicated by the 
sn, to which its structure readily 
_ So we have a Prologue (ch. 1, 1-8), 
+teparatory Vision of Our Lord (ch. 1, 
} and then the Letters to the Seven 
“ia : to all the Churches, for seven is 
‘apie ee oP iction), which are in 
dn (so he begins rather abruptly in 


t, and no one can doubt to whom he refers 
Book begins in the epistolary style of St. 
pe? Unlike St. Paul, the writer merely 
me, without any expletives such as 
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‘an Apostle of Jesus Christ,’ etc.)}—‘‘ John to 
the seven churches which are in Asia,” 7.e., the 
Roman Province called ‘‘ Asia,” with Ephesus 
as its chief city, of which we read so much in the 
Acts (ch. xix especially). We shall look in vain 
through all Scripture for any more full and 
superb portrait of Our Lord, in His Kingship, 
His Majesty, His Divinity, than is furnished us 
in verses 5-7. They should be committed to 
memory by all. And yet another picture of 
Our Lord is afforded us in verses 12-19. He is 
clothed to the feet with the robe of His King- 


ship, and wears the golden girdle of His love for — 


men. His head and hair are white, as white 
wool and as snow, for He is the Ancient of Days, 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and last, who 
is, and who was, and who is to come. His eyes 
are as a flame of fire, for all things are naked 
before Him, and He reads the hearts of all ; His 


feet are like unto fine brass, as in a burning © 


furnace, for He will trample on His enemies, 
and make them His footstool. His voice is as 
the sound of many waters, and when “‘ He sends 
forth the sceptre of His power out of Sion,” in 
His right hand (the hand of blessing and friend- 
ship) are seven stars, seven perfect gifts, a very 
wreath of perfection, while from His mouth 
there issues a sharp two-edged sword, the sword 
of His word, not one jot or one tittle of which 
shall pass away, though Heaven and earth may 
pass away. 


And to St. John, fallen at the feet of Our. 
16 







dead, is given the order to “ write 
‘h shall be shown him ”’ ; and the 
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yy One Who “ is the first and the 
ive, and was dead, and behold He 


: ever and ever, and has the keys of death 


CHAPTER II 


THE EPISTLES TO EPHESUS, SMYRNA, AND 
PERGAMUS 


(1-17) 


Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write: These 
things saith he, who holdeth the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks : 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them that are evil, and thou 
hast tried them, who say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars : 

3 And thou hast patience, and hast endured for my name, 
and hast not fainted. 

4 But I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first charity. 

5 Be mindful therefore from whence thou art fallen : 
and do penance, and do the first works. Or else I come to 
thee, and will move thy candlestick out of its place, except 
thou do penance. 

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaites, which I also hate. 

+ He, that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches : To him, that overcometh, I will give to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of my God. 

8 And to the angel of the church of Smyrna write : These 
things saith the First and the Last, who was dead, and is 
alive : 

g I know thy tribulation and thy poverty, but thou art 
rich: and thou art blasphemed by them that say they 
are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer. 
Behold, the devil will cast ea of you into prison that you 
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be tried : and you shall have tribulation ten days. Be 
fait ul until death : and I will give thee the crown of 


| He, that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
1 to the churches : He that shall overcome, shall not be 
ry 1 econd death. 

) the angel of the church of Pergamus write : 
, saith he, that hath the sharp two edged sword: 
where thou dwellest, where the seat of Satan 
holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my 
in those days when Antipas was my faithful 
was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 


, 
wee 
a 


o cast a stumbling block before the children of 
and to commit fornication : 
‘a thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 
n like manner do penance : if not, I will come to thee 
and will fight against them with the sword of my 


hat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

hurches : To him that overcometh, I will give 
anna, and will give him a white counter, and 
9 4 new name written, which no man knoweth 
sceiveth it, 


‘0 the Angel (or Bishop) of the Church at 

(z.e., to the diocese of Ephesus, the 
ot Asia, as we should now say,) that 
atst writes. ‘The town owed its wealth 
ton to its being the most frequented 
Poute into the interior, and to the cult of 
fF then ooddess Diana, whose temple was 
Me oa of the world. It was for long 
ay “ee John, and it was probably there 
— oY died. Notice the consolation 
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conveyed in the second verse of the letter (ii,2). 
Our Lord is with us all days, even to the end, 
and does not forget His own. He “ knows our 
labour” (and the Greek word for “ labour ” 
here is a very strong one, and means “ labour 
till you drop from sheer weariness and exhaus- 
tion”). ‘The presence of false apostles, of liars, 
has been the special trial to those who have 
“endured for His Name,” and “ have not 
fainted.” It is the same to-day : the relaxing 
atmosphere of religious indifference, which we 
daily breathe, is apt to sap our strength, and cool 
our fervour. And such had been the case at 
Ephesus, as verse 4 tells us. Read verses 4 and 
5 with great care. The warning is so stern, yet 
so kind, so full of hope that “ penance ” (a change 
of mind, as the word emphatically means), will 
come, and restore all things.—At least in their 
loss of fervour there has been one virtue to 
which they have clung—the virtue of holy 
purity. Sharply, and as in a spirit of triumph, 
is this saving fact here placed on record in 
verse 6. “ But this thou hast”—it is thy 
own—it has made thee the friend of thy Lord— 
it has kept thee the child of Mary, His Mother— 
for “thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaites, 
which I also hate!” (Of the Nicolaites more 
will be said later on. They are named again 
in verse 15). Thus with a word of praise 
“to him that overcometh ” (a phrase of frequent 
occurrence) “to him that fights the good fight, 
and daily takes up his cross,”’ the first of these 
20 
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sven Letters (of which we may say in passing 
they are the very finest “‘ spiritual reading ” 
ould desire), draws to a close. Persever- 
in grace is the chief lesson of this Epistle, 
id its concluding verse points to self-denial 
s the essential condition of being the friends 
nd faithful servants of Our Lord to the end. 
The city of Smyrna, situated some thirty 
es from Ephesus, was one of the most 
ious and beautiful cities of the ancient world. 
S situation was magnificent, making it a great 
rt and centre of trade, while the surrounding 
Juntry was most fruitful and fair to behold. 
1ough evangelised later than Ephesus, the 
urch had quite early found a footing there, 
ybably in the days of St. Paul, and when St. 
nn addressed to it this Letter, it was ruled by 
> saintly Bishop, St. Polycarp, who had been 
bointed to the see by St. John himself, and 
10 was oon a about the year A.D. 154. 
ing to the silting up of the River Cayster, the 
de of Asia Minor was diverted from Ephesus 
smyrna, which is still one of the richest cities 
38ia, with a population of about 250,000 
miabditants, nearly half of whom belong to the 
usso-Greek Church. The name Smyrna has 
sinystical meaning, It isa Greek word, mean- 
§ myrrh (one of the gifts of the Magi to Our 
~ 4); 4 reddish aromatic gum, bitter to the 
Ste, used for making incense, and for embalm- 
: 


if he = dead, The name is, therefore, emblem- 
cal of patience and endurance under suffering 
"i : 2I 
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and persecution, and the Epistle to Smynra is 
an epistle to those who mourn, who suffer with 
Our Lord, who are tried as gold in the furnace. 
Hence Our Lord, in its opening verse, gives 
Himself precisely the title which will convey the 
greatest measure of comfort and encouragement 
to His readers. He is “ the First and the Last ” 
—true and to be trusted from beginning to end 
—the One Who was dead, Who for our sakes 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the Cross, Who loved us and delivered Himself 
for us, but rose from the tomb, with death no 
longer having dominion over Him, with glory 
and empire awaiting Him. And as it was with 
the Master, so shall it be with the Disciples. He 
can speak freely to us of our trials, for He has 
tasted their bitterness. “I know,” He says, 
“ thy tribulation and thy poverty ’’—words of 
tender pity and comfort, that came also in the 
Letter to Ephesus—words of the Good Shep- 
herd Who can say : “ I know Mine, and Mine 
know Me.” (Jn.,x,14). “ But thou art rich ”— 
“rich towards God ” (Lk., xii, 21), rich for 
Eternity, for “‘ where thy treasure is, there is thy 
heart also ” (Mt., vi, 20 ; cp. James, ll, 5-7). 
And the Epistle proceeds in the same strain - 
“You are blasphemed by them that say they 
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 
Satan.” Smyrna being an excellent place for 
the making of money, the Jews were strong and 
plentiful there, and were noted for their hatred 
of the Christian name. In this passage they do 
22 
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t represent all those who thwart us, who are 
snkind and make life bitter for us, who take a 
morbid, sinful pleasure in lessening the bright- 
of our days. How awful is Our Lord’s 
‘iption of those who thus break the law of 
harity! He calls them “the synagogue of 
Satan,” yet, He continues, “ fear none of these 

ings.” “‘ Fear not them that can kill the body, 
1 then have no more that they can do: fear 
ly those who can scandalise one of these My 
ones.” (Mt., x, 28). As to these, they are 
ldren of a hard face, and of an obstinate 
A they area provoking house,” yet “fear none 
em,” though “‘ you be sent as sheep amid 

* “ Tf they have called the Good Man of 
€ House Beelzebub, how much more them of 


A 


shousehold? Be ready for stripes. Behold the 
vil shall cast some of you into prison, that you 
ay be tried, and you shall have tribulation ten 
tys.” Ten days! Not more! As we might 
ay : “ for a week or so,” and then the end shall 
me, and the reward! It is a curious and a 
tiking phrase, almost, if not quite, unique in 
1 Scripture. It means “a short time,” quite 
‘gue and indeterminate, but at any rate, ‘‘ the 
ifferings of this life are not worthy to be com- 
ec’ to the glory that is to come.” (Cp. Our 
Ord’s words : “a little while,” in St. John, xvi, 
-22 ; also cp. II Cor.,, iv, 17; I Pet., i, 6-9 ; 
» 9-11). Wherefore, “ be faithful unto death,”’ 
1d you shall receive “‘ the crown of life ” (for 
‘ich phrase cp. James, i, 12), and “ shall not 
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be hurt by the second death ”—a phrase peculiar 
to the Apocalypse (cp. xx, 6, 14; xxi, 8), which 
is really the same as the “ hell,” or “ gehenna,”’ 
spoken of by Our Lord in Mt., v, 29; Mk.,, ix, 
43-48 ; Lk., xii, 5. 

Throughout the Epistle to Pergamus, we find 
a tone of severity, which contrasts strongly with 
the compassionate tone of the Epistle to Smyrna. 
Pergamus was situated in Mysia, in Asia Minor, 
and was noted for its beauty, its public buildings 
and library, and for the number of its heathen 
temples. It was the residence of the Roman 
Governor, and a very centre of hatred of the 
Christian name, and of all the abominations and 
impurity connected with the pagan worship of 
false gods. We may easily imagine how difficult 
was the life of those who were followers of Our 
Lord, not only because from time to time at 
least they must face persecution and even death 
itself for the Faith, but also because of the 
degenerate and immoral atmosphere they had 
to breathe, making the pursuit of holiness and 
the maintenance of purity the more difficult. 
Yet in spite of this, an Epistle in quite severe 
tones is addressed to them—‘ To the Church of 
Pergamus, write: These things saith He that 
hath the sharp two-edged sword.” So it opens, 
without one word of excuse for the difficulty of 
their position. The severity which thus arrests 
our attention, serves also to emphasise the 
importance of the lessons to be learnt. “ [ 
know where thou dwellest, where the seat of 
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Satan is.” Such is a picture of the city! Poor 
Je flock, their pastures lie where the seat of 
atan is, and the Shepherd knows it well. So 
- there is sweetness and compassion in the 
ter, and it continues a moment in the same 
rain. “ And thou holdest fast my name, and 
t not denied my faith.” In the midst of all 
esar-worship of Pergamus, in the midst 
and infidelity, ‘‘ they had held fast to the 
which is above every name,” they had 
wed their knee to none save to the adorable 
ame of Jesus ; they had not denied their faith, 
t had confessed Christ and Him crucified, 
oremen,” Nay more, as the Epistle goes on 
, one of their number had shed his blood 
the faith : ‘‘ Antipas, my faithful witness, was 
M among you, where Satan dwelleth.” We 
W nothing more of this blessed martyr, but 
, “ where Satan dwelleth,” he had “ counted 
hings as dross, that he might gain and suffer 
Christ.” 
30 fe r, So good ; but there is fault to be found. 
Have a few things against thee.” We need 
“Ke no emphasis on the use of the plural 
mber. It is the phrase we have heard before 
_t have something against thee something 
J0us, something inexcusable, something to be 
“ged, and quickly changed. What is it ? 
fou hast there in thy midst them that hold 


a ° 


- Goctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast 
rumbling-block before the children of Israel, 
sat (things sacrified to idols) and to commit 
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fornication. Thou hast also them that hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaites.” This passage re- 
quires some explanation. It refers to a well- 
known event in the history of God’s chosen 
people, recorded in the Book of Numbers, 
xxx1, where the false prophet Balaam, untrue to 
his lights and sacred calling, taught Balak, the 
King of the Moabites and the enemy of the 
Israelites, to beguile them into the double sin of 
idolatry and fornication. And these Nicolaites 
(the origin of whom is somewhat obscure) disre- 
garded (amongst other things) the restrictions 
imposed on the Gentile Churches by the Council 
of Jerusalem with regard to “ things strangled 
and the pollutions of idols ” (Acts, xv, 29). 
Thus much by way of explanation. What, 
then, was the sin of those who belonged to 
the Church of Pergamus ? What has Our Lord 
against them? First, their wrong attitude 
towards false believers and unsound morals is 
severely reprehended. They had the faith, 
and were proud of it ; but they had not realised 
and embraced the high standard of purity and 
holiness of life which the possession and profes- 
sion of that faith involve. They had not, 
indeed, worshipped false gods or idols: but 
they had clung to the feasts and revelries con- 
nected with the pagan feasts and idol-worship. 
Their purity has been tampered with : they are 
no longer clean of heart, but sharers in “ deeds 
of darkness which must not be named.” They 
act as though faith and right morals had no 
26 
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,onnection, adding sin to sin of a kind that, 
uicker and more fatally than any other, 
separates the soul from God. They are allow- 
ng the flesh to crush the spirit, forgetting the 
sitter fruits of the flesh which are, as St. Paul 
ays: “fornication, uncleanness, immodesty, 
xury, and such like; of the which I foretel] 
bu, as I have foretold to you, that they who do 
ch things shall not obtain the kingdom of 
god” (Gal., v). But “they that are Christ’s 
ucify their flesh with the vices and con- 
Ipiscences.” ‘This the Christians of Pergamus 
emec to have forgotten; do Christians of 
-day forget it also? ‘‘ Oh, how beautiful is 
= chaste generation with glory: the memory 
sreof is immortal, because it is known both 
th God and with men.” atc I Pet., ii, rr, 
) Is there not reason to fear that the laxity 
be found in Pergamus of old, is to be found in 
it midst to-day, and is daily gaining ground ? 
‘live in unlovely times, for they are so impure, 
a the children of the Church are not innocent 
these matters. There is a laxity about read- 
8, about speaking, about places of amusement, 


y 


— 


at increases by leaps and bounds ; propriety 
20 longer rules, as she did a few years ago ; 
mgs are winked at now that a few years ago 
uid never have been tolerated * our standard 
cing dragged down, and a bare respectability 
€nthroned as queen, instead of the purity 
at befits the children of Mary Immaculate. 
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_> Have something against thee,” for thou 
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allowest “a stumbling-block before my child- 
ren,” Our Lord may well say to His friends 
to-day. ‘‘ Do penance ” (as the Epistle goes on 
to say) ; “ for if not, I will come to thee quickly, 
and will fight against thee with the sword of my 
mouth. He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith to the Churches.”—‘ To him 
that overcometh ”’ (to pass on to the touching 
words with which the Epistle ends), “to him 
that overcometh (himself) ”—who checks his 
passions, who avoids dangerous occasions, who 
prizes his purity, who ever keeps rigidly on the 
safe side in all matters pertaining thereto,— to 
him I will give the hidden manna, and I will give 
him a white stone.” The hidden manna is 
immortality, life everlasting, the fulness of peace, 
the vision of God—rightly called ‘hidden ” 
now, for it is a food of whose sweetness we can 
form no conception. ‘‘ We are now the sons of 
God, but it has not yet appeared what we shall 
be, but we shall see Him as He is ” (I Jn., iii, 2). 
““ Eye has not seen, nor hath ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
things God has prepared for those who love 
Him,” for those who “‘ overcome ”’ themselves. 
(Is. Lxiv.4). We are also to receive a “ white 
stone.” At the trials of old, a white pebble 
dropped into the urn denoted acquittal, whilea 
black one denoted condemnation. The colour 
white is always connected with joy and victory, 
and its use in the Apocalypse in this way is very 
marked. Hence they spoke of old of ‘ white 
28 
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5.” as days of joy and good fortune. Sucha 
ite day ”’ is in store for us, if we “ overcome” 
selves, a day of welcome, when the “ white 
ne” of acquittal will be given to us, with the 
ds : “‘ Come thou blessed of My Father : see 
or evermore, for thou art clean of heart.”’ 
id “ on the stone a new name written,” the 
me of Christ. No one knows that name, but 
e who receive it: no one receives it, but 
se who are it. “It is a knowing that is 
sntical with being.” "They are Christ’s : they 
ow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth: 
has been formed in them: they loved 
anness of heart and for the grace of their lips 
ill have the King for their friend: they are 
chased from among men, the first-fruits to 
nd to the Lamb: in their mouth was 
dno lie: for they are without spot before 
throne of God. (Apoc. xiv.) | 
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_ THE EPISTLE TO THYATIRA 


oif ; 


(18-29) 
. ‘And to the angel of the church of Thyatira write : 
se things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like 


flame of fire, and his feet like to fine brass. 
2 know thy works, and thy faith, and thy charity, and 


o% 


ni istry, and thy patience, and thy last works which are 
or than the former. 

> But I have against thee a few things : because thou 
rest the woman Jezabel, who calleth herself a prophetess 
-ach, and to seduce my servants, to commit fornication, 


Pe 


‘to eat of things sacrificed to idols. 
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21 And I gave her a time that she might do penance, and 
she will not repent of her fornication, 


22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed: and they that 
commit adultery with her shall be in very great tribulation, 
except they do penance from their deeds. 

23 And I will kill her children with death, and all the 
churches shall know that I am he that searcheth the reins 


and hearts, and I will give to every one of you according to 
your works. But to you I say, 


24. And to the rest who are at Thyatira : Whosoever have 
not this doctrine, and who have not known the depths of 


Satan, as they say, I will not put upon you any other 
burthen. 


25 Yet that, which you have, hold fast till I come. 

26 And he that shall overcome, and keep my works unto 
the end, I will give him power over the nations. 

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron, and as the 
vessel of a potter they shall be broken, 


28 As I also have received of my Father : and I will give 
him the morning star. 


29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches. 


oe Epistle to Thyatira is the longest and 

the most obscure of the Epistles to the 
Seven Churches, and, like the Epistle to Per- 
gamus, it is decidedly severe in its tone. Thya- 
tira was a town of some commercial importance, 
a centre of communication, and a garrison town, 
but not noted for any beauty of building or of 
situation. Indeed, it stood on an open high 
road, and ‘the whole impression which its 
situation gives is one of weakness, subjection, 
and dependence.” This very weakness 
demanded a strong guard to be maintained 
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Pee. and such in fact was the case. It is well 
> bear these facts in mind, for they curiously 
yunciate and emphasise the main lesson we are 
. gather—a lesson of being strong when all 
sround is weak—a lesson of trust in Our Lord’s 
timate victory, though appearances are always 
ainst Him—a lesson of confidence in the arms 
‘our disposal for the vanquishing of tempta- 
mm. ‘The world seems to conquer and to hold 
yay, but its victories are shorn of reality. The 
qurch holds her own ; she lives and conquers ; 
id the children of the Church bring about her 
ctory by subjection to the yoke of Christ, by 
fering with their Lord, by bearing their daily 
oss, by the testimony they offer to the truth 
their cause, by their loyalty, their spirit of 
ype, their strong faith, their unshaken trust. 
These things ’—so it opens— these things 
ith the Son of God (the only place in the 
pocalypse where Our Lord is so called), who 
ath eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet like unto 
le brass ’’—a description of Our Lord that 
aks of His all-searching gaze, that nothing is 
dden from Him, and that in His march He 
cads down His enemies, and makes them His 
Otstool, if they will not be His friends. ou 
10w thy works, and thy faith, and thy charity, 
id ministry, and thy patience—and thy last 
2rKS which are more than the former.’ No 
ords of greater praise could be given to any 
‘ligious body. As a rule, the last works are 
SS than the former: the tendency is for the 
‘eZ 
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last state to become worse than the first, as St. 
Peter tells us (II Pet., ii, 20), but here, there is 
growth, and life, and an increase of fervour, 
‘ But (in spite of this) I have a few things 
against thee, because thou permittest (note that 
word, for it suggests the whole nature of the 
change) the woman Jezabel, who calleth herself a 
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servant to 
commit fornication, and to eat of things offered 
to idols. And I gave her time to do penance, 
but she will not repent of her fornication. 
Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and they that UW 
commit adultery with her shall be in very great ay be wavering and apt soon to yield, pointing 
tribulation, unless they do penance from their it to them their work, and its power for good, 
deeds. I will kill her children with death, and id its ultimate reward. ‘‘ But I say to you, 
all the churches shall know that I am he who € rest who are at Thyatira: whosoever have 
searcheth the reins and hearts, and I will give to t this doctrine, and who have not known the 
everyone of you according to their works.” ths of Satan, as they say, I will not put upon 
Volumes have been written upon these sentences u any other weight ; but that which you have, 
yet no certain conclusions have been reached as id fast until I come.’’—Note carefully that 
to who this Jezabel was that was working havoc tase, “‘the depths of Satan.’’ Who can tell 
in the Christian community at Thyatira, ‘“‘ For- lat they are, who can measure the depths of 
nication’ here need not bear its ordinary, 3 deceit, the depths to which he can degrade 
terrible sense ; it may be taken of a perversion ls! Itis for us to “ hold fast ’ our faith, our 
from the truth; but clearly some powerful Taments, our lights, our fellowship with Our 
influence for evil was carrying on its destructive rd, our duties in His regard—‘ until He 
work at Thyatira, and that influence for evil was mes,”’ 


he odds may seem against us, the 
winked at, and tolerated. No protest was made: s4t too one-sided and severe, but we are on the 
the followers of the evil persuasion were 


de of victory, and can “ do all things in Him 
welcomed in society: the danger of their . 


HO strengtheneth us.” ‘“‘ Believest thou 
sophistries was not appreciated: the duty of us ? ” It is for us to embrace and welcome 
Christian aversion was forgotten, and, because ™ apostolate and mission to the world, and by 
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sd was slow to punish, it was thought that 
hat was done and taught amiss, did not 
atter, whereas all the time ‘‘ He Who searcheth 
se reins and hearts,’’ He ‘“‘ Who hath eyes as a 
ame of fire and Whose feet are like unto fine 
rass,”” was noting all, was angry at the enemy 
ho thus was allowed “ while men were asleep 
) oversow cockle among His wheat.” ‘Thus 
srcibly is the situation described, and the 
nger pointed out. 7 

The Epistle then turns to those who thus far 
least are faithful to light, and duty, but who 
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prayer, by purity of life, by charity, by patience, 

y example, “to go about doing good,” sur- 
rounded indeed and harassed by foes, but ever 
cautious, prudent, ever bold and firm, ever 
victorious, consistent and true, “ holding fast 
that which you have, until Our Lord come.” 
‘ And he that shall overcome and keep the works 
(of Christ) to the end, to him I will give power 
over the nations : and he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron, and as the vessel of a potter, they 
shall be broken, yes, even as I received from my 
Father.’”” Here we find, as has well been said, 
‘the promise which historically fulfils itself in 
the Church’s influence upon the world. No 
other Society can be compared with her as a 
factor in the shaping of national character and 
life : and the individual disciple, in proportion 
as he is loyal, bears his share in the subjugation 
of the world to Our Lord.” Our mission is to 
leaven society, to be the salt and light of the 
world, even as was that of Our Lord Himself. 
‘‘ Even as He received from the Father,” even as 
‘‘ He came to do the will of Him that sent Him,”’ 
even as He came in lowliness and yet with 
power, “as having nothing and yet possessing 
all things,” in love and yet with strength, so do 
we. And if we be true to our gifts, diligent in 
their use, bold in our prayers, generous in our 
work, patient in our suffering, loyal in our faith, 
“we shall have power over the nations.” “ We 
shall rule them with a rod of iron,” and “ as the 
vessel of a potter, we shall break “in pieces 
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ose who are “the enemies of the Cross of 
‘hrist.’ And what shall be our reward? "The 
ipistle tells it to us in its concluding versed mre 
ill give him the morning star. He that hath 


ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
urches.” What is the meaning of this 
omise : “‘ I will give Him the morning star ” ? 
jous interpretations have been given.—The 
orning star is Our Lord, Who when the long 
tht of this world is past, shows the light of the 
rnal day to those who have loved Him to the 
d. So St. Bede ; and indeed, as has well been 
d, “the whole promise points to the second 
ming of Our Lord, and yet does not exclude 
: foretastes, which are given to the faithful 
the growing illumination of the mind, and 
occasional flashings upon it of the yet distant 
ht of the “‘ perfect day ” (Prov., iv, 18). But 
fchance the interpretation favoured by Cor- 
ius a Lapide may be preferred to this. He 
S: “All the Seven Epistles end with a 


Ly 


omise of this kind, but the figure under which 


B= 


meee 
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Promise is given varies according to the 


cial needs of the particular place to which 
A Epistle is addressed. So in one it is a 
WN, in another a star, in another a seat on a 
One. In the case of Thyatira it is a star, for 
tS are guides, and Thyatira needed prudence, 
Suiding virtue, above all.” Here, then, in 
€ word, is our lesson : prudence sustained by 
WSt, ever looking to the end, ever preparing for 
e er d, knowing in Whom we have believed, 
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and having confidence in Him, for He has 
Overcome the world. We are sent as sheep 
amidst wolves ; let us, then, be wise as serpents, 
simple as doves, not throwing our pearls before 
Swine, not giving that which is holy to dogs, but 
‘ being wise in good, simple in evil ” (Rom., 
XV1, 19). 
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EPISTLES TO SARDIS AND PHILADELPHIA 
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ae (1-13) 
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to the angel of the church of Sardis, write : These 
ys saith he, that hath the seven spirits of God, and the 
s : I know thy works, that thou hast the name of 
= : and thou art dead. 
atchful and strengthen the things that remain, 
ee 


‘ready todie. For I find not thy works full before 


soe 


Have in mind therefore in what manner thou hast 
ed and heard : and observe, and do penance. If then 

[Shalt not watch, I will come to thee as a thief, and thou 

not know at what hour I will come to thee. 

But thou hast a few names in Sardis, which have not 
d their garments : and they shall walk with me in white, 

ise they are worthy. 

de that shall overcome, shall thus be clothed in white 

ents, and I will not blot out his name out of the book 

fe, and I will confess his name before my Father, and 


: alge an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 


And to the angel of the church of Philadelphia, write : 
€ things saith the Holy One and the true one, he that 
he key of David; he that openeth, and no man 
eth ; shutteth, and no man openeth : 

&now thy works. Behold, I have given before thee a 


A 
4 


9pened, which no man can shut : because thou hast a 
rength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied 


sehold, I will bring of the synagogue of Satan, who 
a: 3 
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say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie. Behold, I will 
make them to come and adore before thy feet. And they 
shall know that I have loved thee. 


to Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I 
will also keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 


come upon the whole world to try them that dwell upon the 
earth. 


11 Behold, I come quickly : hold fast that which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown. 

12 He that shall overcome, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of my God ; and he shall go out no more ; and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down 
out of heaven from my God, and my new name. 


13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches. 


sf Ney city of Sardis was one of the great 
cities af primitive history, but is now only a 
small, insignificant village. Its situation on the 
great Roman Road, marked it out as a ruling 
city, and was such as to make it almost impreg- 
nable ; yet, through want of vigilance on the 
part of its inhabitants, who were both slack and 
over-confident, with a name for luxury and loose- 
living, Sardis had fallen more than once, and 
may truly be named the city of failure. As in 
the case of Thyatira, its natural situation and 
history suggest at least, if they do not proclaim 
and enforce, the main lessons of the Epistle 
addressed to it—the lesson of watchfulness and 
vigour in God’s service. Alone among all 
the Churches, it receives no word of praise at all. 
This Epistle is the only one that does not open 
with some words of encouragement and comfort. 
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mention is made, as in the other Epistles, of 
~ burden to be borne, of any conflict with 
mies, either within or without : all seems to 
ve been at peace, but it was a peace that led 
indifference, and an indifference that led to 
ath; and of Sardis the awful words are true 
at it ‘‘ had the name of being alive and yet was 
ad,” in tk f God, which ‘‘ behold all 
ad,”” in the eyes o ; 

> earth’! ‘The city was not apparently 
nting in outward manifestations of spiritual 
sand activity, yet in the eyes of Him Whose 
3 are as a flaming fire, it was dead. Like the 
ren fig tree, it had no fruit, but only leaves, 
1 from it we may learn the possibilities and 
ility of self-deception, our need of careful 
f-examination, and the benefits of open con- 
sion. This verse, so stunning in its effect, is 
once followed by words of awakening: “‘ Be 
tchful, and strengthen the things that remain 
ich are ready to die, for I find not thy works 
| before my God ”—a perfect compendium of 
‘itual direction. Watch and pray, lest ye 
er into temptation : realise your own weak- 
s, and the presence of danger on all sides, at 
ty hour : remember “‘ to keep thy heart,” to 
rd its affections “ with all watchfulness 
OV., iv, 23), ‘‘ and strengthen the things that 
lain, which are ready to die.” Purify your 
ives, redirect your intention, be converted 
€sh to God, embrace once more your work, 
Ur position in life, your rule of life ; gather 
the fragments that remain, lest they be lost, 
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and see for the future that “ your works are ful] 
before God.” It is these last words that contain 
the main lesson of this Epistle. The word 
" full”? does not mean “ perfect,” but rather 
“ finished,”’ neatly turned out of hand, done with 
care and devotion, to the very best of our ability. 
Such works are “ full ”’ before God, and accept- 
able to Him. But prayers said without thought, 
sacraments received without preparation, with- 
out thanksgiving, duties done with impatience, 
works carried through because they have to be 
carried through, but all the while in discontent, 
without love, without joy, such works are not 
“full.” Quickly do they generate a spirit of 
sloth and indifference, which makes them 
“ ready to die,” and makes it true of us, that 
though we have the name of being alive, we are 
full of death. And at once the Epistle, in verse 
3, supplies a motive for this process of spiritual 
renovation. ‘“‘ Have in mind, therefore, in 
what manner thou hast received and heard, and 
observe, and do penance.” Beautiful reminder, 
indeed, of God’s generous goodness to us! 
“The Gospel has not been to us in word only, 
ut in power also, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much fulness : we were converted to God from 
idols, to serve the living and true God, and to 
wait for His Son from heaven (whom He raised 
from the dead), Jesus, who hath delivered us 
from the wrath to come ” (f° Thess., i, 5-1 I). 
God gave us the faith, and we recejved it with 
joy: there was a time when we would have 
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plucked out our own eyes ” (Gal., iv, 15), for 
1c truth: are we what once we were, or mse 
ane rity bred contempt? Have we fa in 
f-om our first fervour ?—But, “‘ if we will an 
atch ” (as the Epistle goes on to say), “ I wi 

me to thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come to thee.” There ~ a 
axim in vogue before Our Lord came, to the 
fect that the gods had feet of wool (dit — 
Rion pedes), so stealthy was their —_—?T : 
ad Our Lord has eniarged upon the idea. 
Let your loins be girt, let lamps be burning he 
yur hands, and you yourselves like to men pet 
it for their lord, when he shall return from the 
dding : that when he cometh and —— 
y may open to him immediately. Blesse 

those servants whom the Lord, when He 
meth, shall find watching. Wherefore, be 
1 ready, because at what hour you know not, 
e Son of Man will come—at the evening or at 


Ur 


e 
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dnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the 


Pa 
« 


norning, lest coming on a sudden, He find you 
eeping |” ; 

But Rew the Epistle breaks off into a new 6 
“More joyful strain. “ Thou hast a few 
ames,” it says (and by “names” is meant 
Persons ”) “in Sardis which have not defiled 
ei garments, and they shall walk with x r 
hite, because they are worthy. He that sha 
fercome, shall thus be clothed in white gar- 
dents, and I will not blot out his name out of the 
D0k of life, and I will confess his name before 
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my Father, and before his Angels. He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches ’—a joyous conclusion to an 
epistle most solemn in its general tone. The 
whole letter, indeed, is woven together of words 
and ideas uttered by Our Lord many times in 
the days when He sojourned on earth, and now 
repeated by Him, as it were, from heaven, to set 
His seal for their truth and importance. Curi- 
ously enough the words thus woven together by 

t. John come entirely in the three synoptic 
Gospels, and none of them in his own. ‘The 
blessing on “ the few names in Sardis which have 
not defiled their garments ” reminds us of the 
interview between Almighty God and His 
servant Abraham, recorded in Genesis, xviii, 
where Abraham pleads for the city of Sodom, 
that God would spare it, if there be fifty just 
men found in it, nay, if there be “ five less than 
fifty’; nay, if there be forty ; nay, if there be 
thirty ; nay, if there be twenty ; nay, if there be 
even ten ! 

The Epistle to Philadelphia opens with a 
great picture of Our Lord, as being of the House 
of David, and as “ holding the keys of death and 
hell” (Apoc., i, 18). In Apoc., v, 5, He is 
again described as “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David ” and in xxii, 16, as 
“the Root and stock of David.” (Cp. Lk., 1, 
32, 33 Is., xxii, 22). And the figure of the 
Keys leads naturally to that of the Opened Door, 
with which we become familiar jn the Acts. 
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‘5. Acts, xiv, 26; I Cor., xvi, 9; II Cor., ii, 
Peete city of Philadelphia was remarkable 
Bethe beauty of its situation, and being see the 
orders of Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia, an = 
se threshold of the whole Eastern country, : € 
‘hurch there had peculiar opportunities or 
sreading the Gospel. It lay at the iy a 
fa long valley, which opens back from the a“ 
nd the road along this valley ascends to oe 
hrygian land and the Great Central Plateau, on 
ain mass of Asia Minor. This road led to : e 
ist in general, and was the great Asiatic — e- 
ute of medizval times. Philadelphia wast - 
e keeper of the gateway to the great — 
ateau.—_(Ramsay). But it was often — 
yerely visited by terrible and devastating eart ; 
lakes, so that its inhabitants lived in constan 
te of dread, and the city never grew to any 
eat size. Yet while other cities, far more 
lendid, far more powerful and important, have 
Sappeared, Philadelphia remains to this day, a 
issionary city, with its resident bishop, five 
lurches, and about a thousand Cine 
habitants. As Gibbon has said in a passage o 
rea t eloquence : “In the loss of Ephesus, ce 
tistians deplored the fall of the first Angel, 
2 extinction of the first candlestick ; gor 
esolation is complete; and the temple o 
lana and the Church of Our Lady will equally 
lude the search of the curious traveller. The 
itcus and three stately theatres of Laodicea are 
2W peopled with wolves and foxes ; Sardis is 
: 43 
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reduced to a miserable village; the god of 


Mahomet is invoked in the mosques of 'Thyatira | 


and Pergamus, and the populousness of Smyrna 
is supported by the foreign trade of the Franks 
and Armenians, Philadelphia alone has been 
saved by prophecy or courage. At a distance 
from the sea, forgotten by the emperors, encom- 
passed on all sides by the Turks, her valiant 
citizens defended their religion and freedom 
about four score years, and at length capitulated 
with the proudest of the Ottomans. Among the 
Greek colonies and Churches of Asia, Phila- 
delphia is still erect—a column in a scene of 
ruins, a pleasing example that the paths of 
honour and safety may sometimes be the same.” 
(Decline and Fall, ch. 64).—‘ I know thy works,” 
so the Letter opens, but no description of these 
‘‘ works ” follows, for the “ know ” of Our Lord 
here is one of unqualified approval, and in this 
Letter, unlike so many of the others, there is no 
word of censure, and hardly one of warning. 
~ Behold, I have given before thee a door 
opened ”—and fully had they availed themselves 
of this great grace. To be fishers of men, to 
draw souls to Christ, had been the main work of 
the Church at Philadelphia, and its fruits are 
strongly set forth in the next verse, “ Behold, I 
will bring of the Synagogue of Satan who say 
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie : behold, I 
will make them to come, and adore before thy 
feet, and they shall know that | have loved 
thee.”” Could any words set forth more glori- 
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ly the work of winning souls to the cause of 
rist? They are outside now, hostile, bitter 
oud, stiff-necked, and contemptuous: they 
, of the synagogue of Satan, and deride the 
iths of Christ, and despise the Church, His 
puse; but wait; there is that open door, 
hich no man can shut ; and through its ample 
ttals light and truth are ever winging rive 
y, reaching those that are not of the fold. 
ey stand at the door and knock, their locks 
| of the dew of grace and good-will, and they 
ty the day. he synagogue of Satan is 
andoned, and those who were there come and 
dJore before the feet ” of those who themselves 
re in the places where the wounded feet of 


fe 


ey. 


‘ist have trodden. Thus pointedly is the 
rk of the Church of Philadelphia described. 
he rest of the letter is but a blessing to them all 
their fight for the right, an encouragement to 
severe, a description of the reward to those 
10 hold fast, and are faithful to the end (verses 
13). And it is there that our lesson lies. Each 
2 of us, like the Church at Philadelphia, is 
uated nobly and on the high road to many 
intries—to many countries in the East, where 
Sun of justice, the Orient from on High, is 
hg in His warmth and beauty, to shine upon 
len ighten many who now “ sit in darkness 
1 in the shadow of death.” And along this 
d are many, ever coming and going, looking 
us for an alms, though we dwell in a land 
Sited by earthquakes and tremblings. And for 
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each one of us, by Him who shutteth and no 
man openeth, who openeth and no man shutteth, 
‘a door has been opened, which no man can shut. 
It is the door of good example, of influence for 
good over others, which only one man can shut, 
and that man is ourselves. We have only ‘“‘a 
little strength,” but ‘we can do all things in 
Him who strengthens us.” It is our work and 
privilege to bring many from the synagogues of 
Satan, from the ways of evil, from the haunts of 
ignorance, to the knowledge of truth and the 
ogra of virtue, by the power of our prayers, 

y the fervour of our Communions, by the 
purity and consistency of our lives, by the power 
of our example, for we are the light of the world, 
the salt and leaven of society. 


THE EPISTLE TO LAODICEA 


(14-22) 


14 And to the angel of the church of Laodicea, write : 
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
who is the beginning of the creation of God : 

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold, nor hot. 
I would thou wert cold, or hot. 

16 But because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold, nor 
hot, I will begin to vomit thee out of my mouth, 

17 Because thou sayest : I am rich, and made wealthy, 
and have need of nothing : and knowest not, that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold fire tried, that thou 
mayest be made rich; and mayest be clothed in white 
garments, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not 
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Bear ; and anoint thy eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest 
a Such as I love, I rebuke and chastise. Be zealous 
erefore, and do penance. 

50 Behold, I stand at the gate, and knock. If any man 
all hear my voice, and open to me the door, I will come 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me, _ 

21 To him that shall overcome, I will give to sit with me 
‘my throne : as I also have overcome, and am set down 
h my Father in his throne. _ ¥ 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
th to the churches. 


a 


‘HE Epistle to the Church of Laodicea, the 
last of the seven addressed by St. John to 
‘Churches of Asia, is the most severe and 
akening of them all in its tone, and comes to 
like the trumpet call at eventide, with no un- 
tain sound, to say that to-morrow is the judg- 
mt ; wherefore be ye ready, with loins girt, 
h lamps well-trimmed. There is indeed a 
ty distinct and marked gradation in all the 
en Letters. The names given to Our Lord 
) dictates the Letters, are in each case differ- 
t: so, too, are the promises spoken at the 
aclusion to ‘“‘those who overcome ’’: and 
here is traceable in all these a fitness to various 
ochs of God’s dealings with men, from the 
ll of our first parents down to the consumma- 
1 of the world. The Epistle to Laodicea 
tks the climax. It brings before us a superb 
ture of Our Lord ; on the one hand, of His 
tle dealings with those who cling to Him, on 
> Other hand of His hatred of a!l half-measures, 
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disloyalty, 
Wherefore, 
what the Spirit saith to the Churches.” 


“To the angel of the Church of Laodicea 
write : these things saith the Amen, the faithful 


and true Witness, who is the beginning of the 
creation of God.’’ 
applied to Our Lord—the only place in Scrip- 
ture where it is thus used—tells us at once the 
character of what we are to read. It bids us 
awake, and look to the end. “ The Amen ”’ 
who speaks is He who alone can say, “‘ Amen, 
Amen, I say to you ’—and it is interesting to 
note that it is only in the Gospel of St. John that 
Our Lord is ever recorded to have used the 
double Amen. ‘‘ These things, then, saith the 
Amen, the faithful and true Witness, who is the 
beginning of the creation of God,” that is, who 
is the active cause and author of all creation, 
‘the Word that was in the beginning, with 
God ; the Word by whom all things were made, 
and without whom was made nothing that was 
made.’’ What does He say? Let him that 
hath an ear to hear, give careful ear. “I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot,”’ 
neither boiling nor icy, as the words would be 
more correctly translated. ‘‘ I would thou wert 
cold or hot: but because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will begin (I have a 
good mind) to vomit thee out of my mouth.” It 
is Our Lord Who speaks, Who never, so far as 
we know, called any one to be His disciple from 


48 




















and attempts to serve two masters, 
“he that hath an ear, let him hear 


That name, “ the Amen,” 
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song the lukewarm, but did call many from 
mong those who were icy cold. He called 
atthew from his money, Zaccheus from his 
ongdoings, and Mary Magdalen from the 
pths of her wickedness. It is Our Lord Who 
aks, Who has given us a proof of love greater 
2 which no man can give, that He lay down 
life for His friend. May He not look for 
me enthusiasm among His own? He looked 
fitat Laodicea of old, but found none ; does 


find it in our midst to-day ? 


[he next verse is equally plain and scathing : 
thou sayest I am rich, and made wealthy, and 
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ave need of nothing : and thou knowest not 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
d blind, and naked.” Like the Pharisee, "you 
t in yourselves, and despise others ” : you 
ak God that you are not as the rest of men ” : 
are blind to your real state and dangers : you 
€ the name of being alive, but you are nigh 
leath : you never stop to think, you close 
t ears to the truth about yourself, you are 
id and self-satisfied, you are consequently 
Mcere, and the land of your soul is made 
late indeed. And then the whole tone of 
: Epistle changes, and there comes from Our 
d an appeal of surpassing force and tender- 
8. “TI counsel thee to buy of me gold tried 
he fire, that thou mayest be made rich : and 
yest be clothed in white garments, that the 
ne of thy nakedness may not appear: and 
mt thy eyes with eye-salve, that thou ei i 
a 49 
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mger of the world: “buy of Me gold 
horoughly) tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
= made rich ” (towards God): buy of Me a 
zith that is tried by affliction; be clothed in 
he white robes of justice, for though you have 
nown Me, you have not yet ‘“‘ put on the Lord 
sus”; and “anoint thy eyes with the eye- 
Ive ” of grace, which stings indeed while it 
sals, destroying all self-deception, and restoring 
jiritual vision, that your conscience may guide 
Ou aright, that you may appreciate your 
sufficiency, and may no longer think yourselves 
9 stand, but may take much heed lest you fall. 
Such is the fervent appeal, the earnest warn- 
3, of Him Who is the Amen. The name 
ls us that it may be our last! ‘‘ Whilst you 
ve the time, be at peace with thine adversary : 
uulst you have the time, I counsel thee to buy 
Me.’ And now there follows, in conclusion, 
full and tender unfolding of Our Lord’s 
lings with the sheep of His flock. ‘‘ Such as 
Ove, | rebuke and chastise : be zealous, there- 
re, and do penance.”’ It is Our Lord again, 
aring His own Cross, and bidding us follow 
With ours. We are being prepared as stones 
EF the walls of the heavenly Jerusalem, for 
uch we are to be fitted ‘‘ without sound or 
uomer, or any such thing.”’ Yet, the hammer 
ld chisel must do their work somewhere, and 
at is now, in this life. The grapes that are 
‘ushed yield the rich wine, not those that 
“© untouched. Whom the Lord loveth He 


55 


The Apocalypse of St. John 


see.”’ There is reference here to the circum- 
stances and condition of Laodicea. It was a city 
with very extensive money-transactions : Our 
Lord would offer them instead His fire-tried gold. 
It was a city famous for its wool of blackest hue : 
Our Lord has garments of snowy whiteness to — 
offer instead. It had also famous Scents and 
ointments : Our Lord has His own eye-salves, 
Let us further remark the tone of gentle irony— 
the irony of divine love—that runs through the 
verse, as when after the Agony in the Garden, 
Our Lord said to His disciples : ‘ Sleep ye now, 
and take your rest.” So here: “J counsel 
thee”: as though Our Lord would say: “ 
am your friend, and have your welfare at heart : 
the ways of sin and tepidity are not for you any 
longer : I have told the truth to you and shown 
you to what they are leading you: come now 
once more to Me: deal with Me, buy of Me: 
so I counsel thee, for I cannot force thee, or 
command thee.” “ All ye that thirst, come to 
the waters : and you that have no money make 
haste, buy, and eat: come ye, buy wine and 
milk without money, and without any price. 
Why do you spend money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which doth not 
satisfy you? Hearken diligently to me, and 
eat that which is good, and your soul shall be 
delighted on fatness. Incline your ear, and 
come to me: seek the Lord while He may be 
found ; call upon Him while He is near ”’ 
(Is., Iv). ‘I counsel thee to buy of Me,” no 
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ave repeatedly been heard, coupled with a 
surance of Divine perfection and aid, or 
behold I stand at the door, and knock. 
To him that shall overcome, I will give to sit 
th Me in My throne, as I also have overcome, 
dam set down with My Father in His ey 
‘And now, in the chapters yet to come, li . 
Paul, we are ‘“‘ to come to the visions an 
yelations of the Lord,” and “be caught up 
10 Paradise ” (II Cor., xii), and, like Ng 
phen, we shall “ see the heavens opene . 
cts, vii, 55), and listen to some at cyst " 
he eg things that are said of thee, 
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chastiseth, and He Scourges every son whom He 
receives : He spared not His only Son : where- 
fore, O my God, make me humble, and sub- 
missive to “ Thy loving correction, which shal] 
make me great *: enlighten my eyes that I may 
ow in very truth that “ it is a token of great 
goodness, when sinners are not suffered to go on 
their ways for a long time, but are presently 
punished ” (II Macc., vi, 12). And Our Lord 
concludes: “ Behold I stand at the door, and 
knock ” (cp. Canticle, Vv, 2-6). Our Lord only 
knocks. He does not force the door open. 
“ Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my 
undefiled, for my head is full of dew, and my 
locks of the drops of the nights: if any man 
shall hear My voice, and open to Me the gate, I 
will come in to him, and wil] sup with him, and 
he with Me.”—So let us conclude our study of 
the Epistles to the Seven Churches of Asia, in 
which we have “ lifted our eyes to the mountains 
of eternity, whence help may come to us.” It 
as come to us from a Voice that was the Voice of 
Our Lord upon the waters, bidding us be of good 
courage, and insinuating the things that are to 
Our peace. It was a Voice from Home that 
declared the value of the price paid for our place 
in one of its man mansions, the need of being 
faithful unto dank in order to receive the crown 
of life. | 
“ To him that shall overcome ” . . . these 
words, as the refrain of a song from the 
Jerusalem that is above, that is our mother, 
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CHAPTER IV 


AFTER these things I looked, and behold a door was opened 
in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, as it were, of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said : Come up hither, and I wil! 
show thee the things which must be done hereafter. 

2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and behold 
there was a throne set in heaven, and upon the throne one 
sitting. 

3 And he that sat, was to the sight like the jasper and 
the sardine stone ; and there was a rainbow round about 
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald, 

4 And round about the throne were four and twent 
Seats ; and upon the seats, four and twenty ancients sitting, 
clothed in white garments, and on their heads were crowns 
of gold. 

5 And from the throne proceeded 
and thunders ; and there were s 
the throne, which are the seven spirits of God, 

6 And in the sight of the throne was, as it were, a sea of 
glass like to crystal ; and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four living creatures, full 
of eyes before and behind. 

7 And the first living creature was like a lion : and the 
second living creature like a calf: and the third living 
creature, having the face, as it were, of a man: and the 
fourth living creature was like an eagle flying. 

8 And the four living creatures had each of them six 
wings ; and round about and within they are full of eyes. 
And they rested not day and night, saying : Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who 
is to come. 

g And when those living creatures 
honour, and benediction to him that sitte 
who liveth for ever and ever : 


10 The four and twenty ancients fell down before him 


54 


lightnings, and voices, 
even lamps burning before 


gave glory, and 
th on the throne, 
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e liveth for 
sitteth on the throne, and adored him bapall ei 
. d ever, and cast their crowns before the : 
“an 


1g | d, to receive glory, 
It "a ng oes sa hast created all 
‘" iad for thy will they were, and have been created. 
APS 5 

‘HE Revelation which God pee on Bh 
Lord’s Day to St. John, to make ib 
‘servants the things which must s eee 
ae to pass, concerned first of all, as he re 
1. the battle-field of life on earth, with a 
sription of its dangers, and an assurance : 
= rd that awaits those who overcome i e 
“and are faithful to the end. This hes 
riously been set forth in the Epistles 3 7 
ven Churches of Asia, i.e., to the Churc ms : 
world. The scene is now changed, an hr 
bidden lift our eyes and gaze on the roe : 
r of heaven itself, that we may be shown we 
nes which must be done hereafter, sr + 
vinced of the very real bearing of our se nee 
re below on our place in Eternity herea a. 
s language, and the sequence of ideas, s a 
iclusively that these chapters are bie 
‘same hand that wrote the Epistles a é 
ven Churches, while their plan is as clear as 
is majestic. ‘The imagery throughout . bie! 
braic, and we are reminded see y ms 
My passages in the Prophet a , Ww a 
® St. John, begins his vision of the t pra 
dd thus : ‘‘ The heavens were opened, rp s 
v the visions of God” (Ezech., i, 1), and who 
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adds : “ the likeness of the throne was a likeness 
as of the appearance of a Man above upon it ” 
(i, 26). (cp. also Daniel, vii.)—The jasper, 
the sardine-stone (red in colour, deriving its 
name from Sardis, where it was found) and the 
emerald were worn in the breast-plate of the 
high-priest of the Temple (Exod., xxviii, 1G, 20). 
he jasper was a clear crystal (xxi, 11), and is 
here suffused with the warmth of the red sardine- 
Stone, while round about the throne is the 
emerald-coloured rainbow, the symbol of peace 
between God and men (Gen., ix, 13). God’s 
Sanctity, God’s Love, God’s Mercy, are thus 
brought to mind in the opening vision. And 
who are the four and twenty ancients? (cp. Is., 
XXIV, 23, and Dan., vii, 9). They are the twelve 
Patriarchs of the Old Law and the twelve 
Apostles of the New,as we may gather from 
XVili, 20, and xix, 4. They form the walls and 
foundations of the New Jerusalem in the closing 
chapters of this Book: (Cp. Mt., xix, 28); they 
Temain seated in Judgment, while the ways of 
God to men are vindicated by the Opening of 
the Books now to follow. The “ lightnings, 
and voices, and thunders ” remind us of the 
giving of the Ten Commandments by God on 
Mount Sinai (Exod., xx, 18), for the Word of 
God “‘ is living and effectual, and more piercing 
than any two-edged sword : it reaches unto the 
division of the soul and the marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and interests of the 
heart ” (Heb., iv, 12). By the seven lamps we 
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a Rite . h 
ay understand the Seven Spirits of God whic 
ae the Throne (1, 4). In agree: iv, 
e seven-branched candlestick of the Ol a an 
5 made to symbolise the Holy Ghost, wie 
sme mention of Whee here she pares of the 
Bro: od would be incomplete. 
es suggests, as is well known, an 
planation of this somewhat obscure preene 
iz: that the “four ag. phages living * 
© the r Evangelists. ey are 
ae a they iat recorded the words wat 
Bde of Him Who said: ‘‘ Heaven and eart 
7. pass away, but My words shall not pass 
ay.’ The lion stands for St. Mark, ag 
ospel begins with the preaching of St. John the 
ptist, which was “as the roaring of a lion. 
1e ‘calf is the emblem of the priesthood a 
e), and stands for St. Luke, whose Svante 
sins with the priesthood, in the person o 
achary. ‘The man stands for St. Matthew, 
hose Gospel begins with the Manhood of yi 
ord, while the eagle stands for St. Jor | hi 
4 sver soars aloft, and treats mainly of the 
ivi ity of Our Lord. But this, though atthe 
ye and devotional, can hardly be the first an 
le e on. ; 

F io urees that we get the real a mesa 
y keeping close to the passages in Ezechie i 
p. also Is., vi, 1-3), where the adjective “living 
: applied to the Cherubim, for on this adjective 
Wuch stress should be laid. | It at once associ- 
ites closely those blessed spirits with Creation, 
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and with Man, so that we find them connected 
with leading events in the history of Man, e.g. 
the Fall, (Gen., rrr, 24); the Ark (Exod., xxv., 
18); also with God’s immanence over created 
nature (cp : “ Thou that sitteth upon the Cheru- 
bims, shine forth ” : Ps., Ixxix, 1; also Is... 
XXXVil, 16). The whole passage is thus a personi- 
fication of the works of God ad extra, as Creator, 
Preserver, and Mover. It shows forth the 
immanent power and wisdom of God, so active 
in all created nature, offering to God the homage 
of Nature as its Maker, and Preserver, its 
Source and its End. “‘N ature, including Man, is 
represented before the Throne, taking its part in 
the fulfilment of the Divine Will, and the wor- 
ship of the Divine Majesty.” (Cp. Is., xliv, 24 ; 
Job., xxvi, 7; Ecclus., xv, 19; xxiii, 28). And 
this view is much emphasised by the symbolism 
of the “ eyes before and behind,” pointing to 
God’s ceaseless vigilance over al] the works of 
His hands, and His tender Providence in their 
regard, for they “ execute His word, hearkening 
to the voice of His orders ” (Ps. 102). “ Thou- 
sands of thousands minister to Him, and ten 
thousand times a hundred thousand stand before 
Him ”’ (Dan., vii, 10). "The theme of praise in 
verse II is again the boon of creation. How 
slow we are to Tecognise that creation is an act 
of God’s love towards us, for which we can 
never render sufficient thanks! God chose us 
to be created, and His choice was an act of His 
love! So has He “ Joved us with an everlasting 
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Mt so has He “ given us a delight in oer 
nes, and enabled us to rejoice in the works o 
Sands ” (Ps., g1): so can we “speak of the 


ry of His kingdom, and tell of His power ” 
» 144). 


a 
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CHAPTER V 


AND I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne, a 


book written within and without, sealed with seven seals, 


2 And I saw a strong angel, proclaiming with a loud 
voice : Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the 


seals thereof ? 


3 And no man was able, neither in heaven, nor on earth, 


nor under the earth, to open the book, nor to look on it. 


4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy 


to open the book, nor to see it. 
5 And one of the ancients said to me: 


prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals 
thereof, 


6 And I saw: and behold in the midst of the throne and 
of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the ancients, 


a Lamb standing as it were slain, having seven horns and 


seven eyes : which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth 
into all the earth. 


7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand 
of him that sat on the throne. 

8 And when he had opened the book, the four living 
creatures, and the four and twenty ancients fell down before 
the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials 
full of odours, which are the prayers of saints : 

9 And they sang a new canticle, saying: Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof ; because thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God, in thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people 
and nation, 

1o And hast made us to our God a kingdom and priests, 
and we shall reign on the earth, 

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the living creatures, and the 


ancients; and the number of them was thousands of 
thousands, 
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Weep not : 
behold the lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath 
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- Cav ing with a loud voice: The Lamb that was yee 
Bet to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, an 
ee and honour, and glory, and benediction. Soler 
ag “ig d every creature, which is in heaven, ¥ oO ee 
ani under the earth, and such as are in t on Die 
Be are in them: I heard all saying: To um nN? 
th on the throne, and to the ci eel teeta 
our, and glory, and power, for ever an fa seen 
_ And the four living creatures said : eng 
A twenty ancients fell down on their faces, 
red him that liveth for ever and ever. 


‘this chapter we sce for the first time the 
Oa in which “all has been ie ie 
, 138). “Let them be blotted out of t : 
Xk of the living, and with the just let them not 
written,” was the most awful pare i a 
Id be breathed against a foe (Ps., 68), while in 
pter iii, 5, the blessing on t ose who il 
1e ” is precisely that “ God will not blot ei 
t names out of the Book of Life (cp. Phi 7 
3). The Book is in the “ right hand O 
i to show its importance ; it is ia 
tin and without,” for it records not ie e 
Wn events of the present and of the past, but 
30 the secrets of the future, known basal 
d (cp. Ezechiel, ii, 19); and it is seale 
th seven seals,” to denote arse rte $6, 
10w completely its contents are hidden eer 
€ knowledge of angels and of men, pa ve 
'y through the Lamb could they be revea 2 9 
Note the solemnity of the scene descri : 
Verses 2-4. ““ Weep not,” for our Lord, t ; 
n of the tribe of Juda (cp. Heb., vii, 15), hat 
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hc he ali vincit, Christus regnat ! Mors 
<y “elo conflixere mirando, Dux vitgs 
ee ge regnat vivus! “T have Overcome th - 
Vi Nebigs on Our Lord of Himself (Jn., xvi ; 
espoiling the Principalities and powers, Y. 


for “ being consummated, He became to all that 

eb., vy 9) ‘ Hig st Eternal Salvation ” 

EE ego € propitiati 

the whole waned nl ue alo for those o 

the handwriting of tee 1, 2), “ blotting out 

bik which was 
By his own 
Olies, 


(Heb 


‘ Blood, He 
having obtained 
-» 1X, 12). 


seven eyes asa 
(cp. Mt., xxviii, 


yas 7—the perfect ease 
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th which “the Book is taken out of the right 
and of Him that sat on the throne,” and then 
ypened.”’ 


xe Communion of Saints in the mention of the 


yolden vials (or goblets) full of odours, which 
s the prayers of the Saints,”’ z.e., of the faithful 


There is a beautiful reference to 


ll on earth ; and this reference is repeated in 


10, and viii, 3, 4. The chapter concludes 
ith the “ new canticle”’ of the New Law— 


¢ Canticle of the Precious Blood—not “ sung 
a strange land,” or ‘‘ with harps hung on the 


llows in the midst of Babylon”? (Ps., 136), but 
a new canticle, on the psaltery and an instru- 
ent of ten strings” (Ps., 143), to the praise of 


he Lamb that was slain,” “ the Lamb of God 


at taketh away the sin of the world,” Who 
gave Himself a Redemption for all ” (I Tim., 


6). “ In Him it hath well pleased the Father 
at all fulness should dwell : and through Him 
Teconcile all things unto Himself, making 
ace through the Blood of His Cross, both as 
the things on earth, and the things that are in 
eaven ”’ (Col., i, 19, 20). 


63 





CHAPTER VI 


AND I saw that the Lamb had opened one of the seven 
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures, as it were 


the voice of thunder, saying: Come, and see. 

2 And I saw: and behold a white horse, and he that sat 
on him had a bow, and there was a crown given him, and 
he went forth conquering that he might conquer. 

3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature, saying : Come, and see. 

4 And there went out another horse that was red : and to 
him that sat thereon, it was given that he should take peace 
from the earth, and that they should kill one another, and a 
great sword was given to him. 

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creature, saying: Come and see. And behold 
a black horse, and he that sat on him had a pair of scales in 
his hand. 

6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures, saying: Two pounds of wheat for a 

penny, and thrice two pounds of barley for a penny, and see 
thou hurt not the wine and the oil. 

7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature, saying : Come, and see. 

8 And behold a pale horse, and he that sat upon him, his 
name was Death, and hell followed him. And power was 
given to him over the four parts of the earth, to kill with 
sword, with famine, and with death, and with the beasts of 
the earth. | 

g And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, 
and for the testimony which they held. 

to And they cried with a loud voice, saying : How long, 
O Lord (holy and true), dost thou not judge and revenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 

Ir And white robes were given to every one of them one : 
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| ae said to them, that they should rest for a little 
4 Lage m 4 


=. till their fellow servants and their brethren, who are 
yee even as they, should be filled up. . ; d 
, And I saw, when he had opened the pat ir : of : 
old there was a great earthquake, and the sun niin 
; as sackcloth of hair: and the whole moon 


Bi And the stars from heaven fell upon the earth, as 
ree casteth its green figs when it is shaken by a grea 
Bx the heaven departed as a book folded up : bes 
ry I z0untain, and the islands were moved out of their 
é | i ey, 
5 And the kings of the earth, and the a wah 
anes, and the rich, and the strong, and every iy at 
1 ev ery freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in 
“iad Nae 
3 of mountains : 
Wand they say to the mountains and the rocks : Fall 
. ns , and hide us from the face of him i sitteth upon 
thror e and from the wrath of the Lam : | 
| Fo the great day of their wrath is come, and who shall 
ble to stand ? 


t he last chapter we came to the beginning of 
great event, to the opening of a dreehuyes 
‘Opening of a Book, “ written within an 
hout, sealed with seven seals (cp. II Cor., 
Io), ' But “no man was able, neither in 
ven, nor on earth, nor under the earth, to 
n the Book, nor (even) to look upon Me 
“the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root o 
vid, hath prevailed to open the Book, and to 
3 se the seals thereof.’ He is f the Lamb rs 
B slain,” “ worthy to receive power, an 
‘inity, and wisdom, and strength, i in 
d glory, and benediction,” and the deeds 
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which He was slain are al] written in that Book 
(cp. Mt., xvi, 27). Let Him, then, “‘ open one 
of the seals,”’ while we obey the summons to 
“come and see.” There is an air of almost 
breathless excitement in the sacred Narrative, as 
the procession of the “ horses ” now begins, 
Few passages in the Apocalypse have been so 
variously interpreted as this one, but let us be 
content with one interpretation of it, and that 
a simple one. The “horse ” is a symbol of 
warfare and victory, even as the ass js a symbol 
of peace and submission. The white horse 
comes first, and its colour speaks of Purity and 
Innocence, of what is undefiled and precious 
in the sight of God, of Him “ Who feedeth 
among the lilies.” Our Lord is the rider of 
this “‘ horse,” for He is the Lamb of God, Who 
taketh away the sin of the world. In the fulness 
of time, He went forth from the Bosom of the 
Eternal Father, “ conquering and to conquer,” 
His road “ the unspotted way,” and with almost 
His last word on earth He bids His friends 
“ have confidence,” for “ He has overcome the 
world ” (St. John, xvi, 33). [We shall meet this 
figure of Our Lord as the Conqueror again in 
Ch. xix, 11-16.] The second seal is now opened 
and “another horse that was red went out.” 
The red horse is a symbol of War. Our Lord, 
because He was a Saviour, was also a Warrior, 
who came not to cast peace on the earth, but a 
sword. The world is a field of battle since He 
came to redeem it, even more than it was whilst 
66 


The Apocalypse of St. fohn 


+ He remained the Desired of all aa 

sainst the devil, the world, and the pi si 
an ed war, and between His Church o t 7 
ince of this world there will be war to the en : 
ie kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, v0 

nly) the violent bear it away. Such is the 
plication of the imagery in verse 4. mira 
> third seal is opened, “ and behold a blac 

rse—and He that sat on him (the wang is 
ain Our Lord) had a pair of scales in His 
and.” ‘he black horse is a symbol of mourn- 
9 and famine, and we have here a iiss 
lustration of Our Lord’s spirit of penance an 

If-denial, the spirit of Him, Who, having joy 
before Him, endured the Cross, eras 
e shame ” (Heb., xii, 2), teaching us to ye y 
e up our cross, “‘ mortifying the deeds o [ e 
esh, chastising our bodies, and bringing t em 
to ‘subjection, lest we become cast-awa : : 
Cor: ix, 27) while we are reminded of how 
e has transformed human sorrow, and given it 
est beauty, fresh meaning, by Himself ipa 
3a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, 
that they that sow in tears, may reap 1n Joy. 

The “ pair of scales ” is a detail that needs 
me explanation. Weighing food is a pig 
ital symbolism for famine (cp. Lev., xxvi, 26 ; 
zech., iv, 16). Hence “scales ” indicate 2 
ime of scarcity, and this is the key to ior : 
| ordinary times, eight (not ‘‘ two ”’) poun ds o 

heat would be sold for apenny. (Cp. 4 Kings, 
li, 18, where, as in this passage, there is a 
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simple ratio between the price of wheat and i o. more than others, have ‘‘ drunk of 
of barley, due probably in fact that they tor: eho ” of Our Lord, and been acquainted 
constantly bartered for each other without the “1 the great factors in life already symbolised 
intervention of money). Thus the voice pre- ‘the “‘ white, and red, and black, and pale 
dicts a » famine,” in which food grains would be ses ’—Virtue, Warfare, Penance, Death. 
raised in price about 800 per cent.—and al| [he souls of them that were slain for the word 
luxuries,” such as ‘‘ wine and oil,’’ must be P God ”—the Martyrs, whose blood is the 
indulged in but little. “A shilling for a penny ed of the Church—the Martyrs who cry: 
loaf, and a shilling for three dough cakes,” wii fow long, O Lord? how long? ”—as the 
bring home to the reader the famine prices here wtyrs of England may cry, for their blood 
intended. Indeed we are “to fast in the days s shed four centuries ago for the Faith once 
of the Bridegroom,” and they are days in which ivered to the saints, and has it yet produced 
blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be s conversion of this country? Not yet; but 
comforted "3 but “ woe to those who laugh,” est a little time,”’ for “ with God a thousand 
who “ mock ” Our Lord, and “ laugh Him ‘a ars are as a day, and a day as a thousand years 
scorn, ” for life is a reality, and “ unless we do p. Rom., xii, 19; Is., xxxiv, 8; Ezech., 
penance, we shall perish,” “ for the kingdom of — iv, 8). At the opening of the sixth seal, 
heaven is at hand” (Mt., iy, 17), (cp. II Cor., here was a great earthquake ’”’—a symbol of 
Vil, 9).—The opening of the fourth seal reveals srsecution, such as Our Lord foretold would be 
a pale horse,” whose rider is Death. It is e lot of His Church in every age. In such 
Our Lord, Who has conquered death, and de- nes ‘“ the sun,” i.¢., the light of the Church, is 
‘rived it of its sting and victory. Death is still ipsed (cp. Zach., xiv, 6; Joel, ii, bate: 31), 
» bitter’; death still “ Separates ”’; but death d becomes “ black as sackcloth of hair,” and 
is now “‘ precious in the sight of God,” if it be ere is a general upheaval, the fruits of which 
the death of His saints—a falling asleep in the > now shown for all to see. Then will they 
Lord, with the words: “ Father, into Thy y (and seven classes are mentioned in verse 
hands I commend my spirit.”— As in Adam 5): ‘We fools: fall upon us, ye mountains, 
all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive ” 
(I Cor., xv, 22), for “ Christ hath. indeed bon the throne, and from the wrath of the 
destroyed death, and hath enlightened life and amb ” (cp. Our Lord’s words to the women of 
incorruption by the gospel” (II Tim., I, 10). Tusalem, on the road to Calvary, Luke, 
As the fifth seal is Be we are introduced to Mil, 30, 31). 


d hide us from the face of Him that sitteth 
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CHAPTER VII 


AFTER these things, I saw four angels standing on the four 

corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, 

that they should not blow upon the earth, nor upon the sea, 
nor on any tree. 

2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of 
the sun, having the sight of the living God; and he cried 
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to 
hurt the earth and the sea, 

3 Saying: Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees. 
till we sign the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

4 And I heard the number of them that were signed, an 
hundred forty-four thousand were signed, of every tribe of 
the children of Israe 

5 Of the tribe of Juda, were twelve thousand signed : Of 
the tribe of Ruben, twelve thousand signed : of the tribe of 
Gad, twelve thousand signed ; | 

6 Of the tribe of Aser, twelve thousand signed: Of the 
tribe of Nephthali, twelve thousand signed: Of the tribe 
of Manasses, twelve thousand signed: — 

7 Of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand signed: Of 
the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand signed : Of the tribe of 
Issachar, twelve thousand signed ; 

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon, twelve thousand signed: Of 
the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand signed : Of the tribe 
of Benjamin, twelve thousand signed. 

9 After this I saw a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne, and in sight of the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands : 

to And they cried with a loud voice, saying: Salvation 
to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. 

‘Ir And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 
the ancients, and the four living creatures; and they fell 

down before the throne upon their faces, and adored God. 
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M icti d glory, and wisdom, 
> Saving: Amen. Benediction, an pt 
| a j Be Wine, honour, and power, and strength to 
pene At en. . . 
'd for ever and ever. Am 1 ne 
12 And one of the ancients answered, a Te 


























Ly 


> 2 that are clothed in white robes, who are they 
; ence ae oa : My Lord, thou knowest. ae 
. ; These are they who are come out of gr < 
Biietion, and have washed their ig and have ma 
Bei. : blood of the Lamb. 

a cccfore they are before the throne of Sea hel 
we him day and night in his temple : and he, that s 

ht iirone, shall dwell over them. 
16 They shall no more hg MOE 
sun fall on them, nor any heat. the throne, 
7 For the Lamb, which is in the pea aha ER 
all rule them, and shall lead them to the ana St 
ae rs of life, and God shall wipe away the tea 

Bi: 

a h a pause in the great 
N this chapter, we ie sy) Sci edhe pail THES 
drama of the opening 0 ig d. who 
“ahi of God, w 
‘vision of the Chosen People 

BY worthy of their Nein (pe wth Pk. 
“ha ake 

a wa of the Lor , tom ”? 
ey cs. Phe four corners of the earth, 
1S paths.-— d, restraining for 
N which the four Angels stand, h ” (i.e., the 
while “ the four winds of the earth “Mt 
Bu ‘scourges of Death, cp. Zach., vi, 5; Mt., 


thirst, neither shall 


xiv, 31) speak to us of the 5c tt one Vi 
arth en we 

earth was a flat surface. sap pr 
as tle for the Feas 

Massage chosen as the Epis 

Al ints, in which pie Saag Haase 

* eve ibe of the children ned 

ined “ signed with the seal of the living 
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; ; 1,225 Ephes., i 
tribe of Dan alone is not Hy ins on ‘tabi 























CHAPTER VIII 


p when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence 

“Nie a large and well-ordered multitude » he: en, as it were for half an hour. : 

p. poc., ix, 16), and that a eh ‘b e ‘And I saw seven angels standing in the presence of 
Joseph is here duplicated b hi € tribe of Be and there were given to them seven trumpets. 

that of his son Manasses y MS OWN name and — 3 And another angel came, and stood before the altar, 

must needs be Alea , one of the other twelve | ng a golden censer ; and there was given to him much 

Ay A €d—and that one is Dan. nse, that he should offer of the prayers of all saints upon 

Chapter concludes (verses 9-17) with _ 


| i den altar, which is before the throne of God. 
blessed ; 
of God, of which glorious thi ed In the Cit 


And the smoke of the incense of the prayers of the 
. hings aire eat nts ascended up before God from the hand of the angel. 
Ixxxvi, 3), (Cp. I Cor., ii, 9). & Said iPs., 


. And the angel took the censer, and filled it with the 
of the altar, and cast it on the earth, and there were 
iders and voices and lightnings, and a great earthquake. 
‘And the seven angels, who had the seven trumpets, 
pal ‘ed themselves to sound the trumpet. 


And the first angel sounded the trumpet, and there 





owed hail and fire, mingled with blood, and it was cast 
he earth, and the third part of the earth was burnt up, 
_the third part of the trees was burnt up, and all green 
S was burnt up. 

And the second angel sounded the trumpet : and as it 
>a great mountain, burning with fire, was cast into the 
and the third part of the sea became blood : 

) And the third part of those creatures died, which had 
im the sea, and the third part of the ships was destroyed. 
2 And the third angel sounded the trumpet, and a 
at star fell from heaven, burning as it were a torch, and 


‘ll on the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains 


% vers: y 

1 And the name of the star is called Wormwood. And 
‘third part of the waters became wormwood ; and many 
en died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 

2 And the fourth angel sounded the trumpet, and the 
vic part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
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moon, and the third part of the stars, so that the third part 
of them was darkened, and the day did not shine for a third 


part of it, and the night in like manner, 

13 And I beheld, and heard the voice of one ea 
through the midst 
Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth : 


of the rest of the voices of the three angels, who 
sound the trumpet. 


N the opening verse of chapter viii, we have 
i moments of the 
when the seventh seal is to be 
(the perfect number), 


presence of God, and 
each Angel had a trumpet, and with these they 


will shortly herald the punishment of the Jews 


the Commandments, q 
which had been given them at Sinai amid the 


one of the most solemn 
Apocalypse,” 
opened. Seven Angels 
are seen standing in the 


who failed to observe 


sound of trumpets (Exod., x1x, 19). (Cp. Joel, 
li, 1; Osee, Vill, 1). But first, in verses 3-5; 
the sacred writer gives us a picture of the ascent 
of the prayers “ of all saints upon the golden 
altar which is before the throne of God (cp. 

S45) @s, 2'3)) Leu Xvill, 7, 8). Then, passing 
quickly from this vision of peace, we open our 
€ars to the sounds and lessons of the trumpets. 
It is best to take these closely together, as 
indicating the punishment and consequences of 
sin, which incurs the divine vengeance. ‘The 
imagery seems much borrowed from the Ten 
Plagues of Egypt. (And cp. Ezech., v, 2-12). 
There may be some allusjon to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, é.2., in the 


Srass was burnt up,” recalling the words of 
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By : 1 ° rass 9 
Be : “indeed the people is g 
ie WS Or again in the symbolism of 
eg reat mountain cast into By Ve Nak} he 
ia inces of Israel w 

ace nce to the Prince 

| Baia.) are termed ‘‘ mountains,” hia 
A, 4 sea S figures the mass of the J gy aan 
eir death by violence, as in a sea od. 
Dine ira Angel sounds at pis sie! Me 
net nidithe o 

“ac Ga car falls from Heaven, a . . 
hike is Wormwood—a name 5 4 : 
ae ture to the perversion of Justice on : : ) 
i vi 12); to the fruits of idolatry ( ot 7 
ix, 12) and to divine chastisements Sharer, 
Sy Ter. ie 15 ; XXiii, IA, 15 ; Lam., wih e 
i This star has fallen on the fountai he 
ters that refresh the earth—the fountain 


ir Saviour whence we should draw igi 
seh i d ‘‘ the waters were made bitter, 
a) Hey h drinking them. 
at many men died ”’ throug site 
\ Behen the fourth Angel sounded his bet pe 
t further calamities ensued—the punishm 
i. “ preferred the dark- 
| ‘darkness, to those who Pp The 
ss to light” (cp. Exod., x, 21-23). i 
hapter concludes with a note of warning io i 
hat the three Angels “‘ who are yet to D 
he trumpet ” may have to proclaim. The sat 
rersion speaks here (verse 13) of oe il 
of one eagle,” but a better version ; wt 
imply: “I heard an angel flying in mid-heaven. 
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CHAPTER IX 


Anp the fifth angel sounded the trumpet, and I saw a star 
, and there was given to him 


fall from heaven upon the earth 
the key of the bottomless pit. 


2 And he opened the bottomless pit : and the smoke of 
the pit arose, as the smoke of a great furnace ; and the sun 


and the air were darkened with the smoke 

3 And from the smoke of the pit there came out locusts 
upon the earth. And power was given to them, as the 
Scorpions of the earth have power : 

4 And it was commanded them that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any 
tree: but only the men who have not the sign of God on 
their foreheads. 

5 And it was given unto them that they should not kill 
them ; but that they should torment them five months : 
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion when he 
striketh a man. 

6 And in those days men shall seek death, and shall not 
find it: and they shall desire to die, and death shall fly 
from them. 

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses 
prepared unto battle: and on their heads were, as it were, 
crowns like gold : and their faces qwere as the faces of men. 

8 And they had hair as the hair of women ; and their 
teeth were as lions: 


9 And they had breastplates as breastplates of iron, and 


of the pit. 


the noise of their wings was as the noise of chariots and - 


many horses running to battle. 


to And they had tails like to scorpions, and there were 
stings in their tails; and their power was to hurt men five 
months. And they had over them 

It A king, the angel of the bottomless pit ; whose name 


in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek Apollyon ; in Latin 
Exterminans. 
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On Jne woe is past, and behold there come yet two woes 
hereafter. 


¥ I 
J i d the trumpet: and 
ad; sixth angel sounde 
ae 
rd a vO 
sefore the eyes of God. 


. 


from the four horns of the golden altar, which 


Saying to the sixth angel, who had the trumpet : 


| sii 

sce the four angels, who are bound in the great rive 
ly 1 he t 

shra tes. 


d 

- And the four angels were loosed, who is Oe el 
yn hour, and a day, anda month, and a year: fo 
au aie 
third part of men. sieaurniiciiu jess 
6 At d the number of the army of “inna 
ann thousand times ten thousand. An 
uN ! i em. nu 
cng “4 cc. I saw the horses in the ene Mores Hint! 
» A | i 
E sat on them, had breastplates of fire an i hain 
Rims tone, and the heads of the horses were fie 
ae Md from their mouths proceeded fire, ands ’ 

< stone. 


ie 
eI 


! imstone 
1en, by the fire and by the ore and by the brim ’ 
chissued out of their mouths. 
vi - uy a. rnin of the horses is in their mouths, rae 
el ri . h hurt. 
ds : and with them they hu ; iC 
20 Br ane scot of the-men, who were not Fie: by ae 
Ses: di nce from the works of their hands, 
ee ot do pena : d idols of gold, and 
at they should not adore devils, and ido gold, 


ich neither can 
ver, and brass, and stone, and wood, which 
hina AG f 
€, nor hear, nor walk : 


i r 
21 Neither did they penance from their murders, no 


i ication, nor from 
tom their sorceries, nor from their fornic 
: rf thefts. 
ti Th i" 
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what difficult section, which only concludes at 
chapter xi, verse 18, The reader must not be 
surprised or disturbed if he finds therein certain 
matters “hard to understand.” It treats of 
“ the things to come,’’ in another world, which 


eye hath not seen, the realities of which it hath 
not entered into the heart of man to conceive, 
and which it is really beyond the power of human 
language to describe. The sacred text gives but 
a suggestion of the truth, yet a suggestion full of 
instruction and grandeur ; so let us probe our 
way through it, with all gratitude and interest. 
At the sound of the fifth trumpet (ix, 1), the 
sacred writer “saw a star having fallen from 
heaven,”’ as the words should be translated. 
This star is Lucifer (cp. Isaias, xiv, 12-1 5), of 
whom Our Lord said: “{ Saw Satan like light- 
ning falling from heaven ” (Lk., x, 18). Our 
Lord witnessed the actual fall; not so St. 
John. And “ to him (the star is thus identified 
with a person), was given the key of the bottom- 
less pit,” whence the Beast of the Apocalypse 
comes in xi, 7, and xvii, 8 (cp. Lk., viii, 31). 
Now it is God alone who has “ the keys of 
death and hell ” (Apoc., i, 18); but the key of 
ell is “‘ given ” to Satan, for he is permitted by 
God to use the key, in carrying out the designs 
of Divine Providence. en, iN verse 3, men- 
tion is made of locusts, which in the Old Testa- 
ment always convey the idea of vast numbers 
(cp. Jer., li, 14), but which are harmless to men, 
though fatal to the grass of the earth.” They 
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ne fs ANS iy 40° of 
here, however, endowed with the power li 
orpions, of “stinging ” locusts (ep. Jet li, 
orplo a 3 6), which inflict great pain d 
Ty Hy EUZeC “J ’ x ° roduce prolonge 

sn and by their sting p hey are not 
“44 leave is given them 
) kk ae. months,’’ z.e., not for ever, but in 
ied period of temptation, a - life of man. 
P. they are able to bear.’ ieee con- 
“if rfare,” the spirit and the flesh ever il 
“y fi - «6 these two are contrary a 
iding, tor is keen indeed—so 
other.”? And the warfare is dies but.deah 
ea ‘ sire to die, 

en that men “ shall de t. 
am hi under the pressure of his bupiyts be 
M4 even of life,” and yeaense II Cor 
ssolved, and to be with Christ ” (cp. ii, 7-9). 
me) 23; Rom. vii.ag, Cor eT): 
me? Ccri1 
And now a great ‘ ad ait h ander 
f rits who W 
‘the locusts,” the evil spi e 
7 h the world for the ruin of niiieei is ! 
1roug > so determined are they 
tre “ like unto horses,’ so de ld”? for 
Rican uer ; they wear “‘ crowns of Be. hair as 
1 ey Srst for dominion; they have | Baative 
the hair of women ”—a strong figure fi tive 
‘the attractiveness Md poy eens psi of lies, 
power, for Satan is a liar an 
his favourite instrument being me th sig ) ‘to 
(For the whole passage, cp. Joel, ii, f were as 
complete the picture, “their teet and the 
gS to denote their ferocity rr einlet 
des tructiveness of their attack; their 
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‘plates of iron,” as were those of 
submission, without attack or 
(cp. I Kings, XVii, 
over them a king,” 
for the natural “locust hath no king ; 
go out by their bands 


4-8). Lastly, 


or Destruction (cp. Job, XXV1, 6; 
Latin. 


The inscription on the 
Lord on 


of the fifth Angel, every word proclaiming the 
bitterness of the attack of Satan and his angels 
on the purity of men, “ One woe is past,” of 
the three mentioned in Vili, 13, and yet two 
more remain! They are as the echo of Joel’s, 
““ Ah, Ah, Ah,” because the day of the Lord is at 
hand! (Joel, i, 1 Ly ay 

The sixth Angel now sounds his trumpet, 
and a voice is heard from the horns (omit the 
word “four ”’) of the golden altar, which is 
before the eyes of God. How solemn a setting 
of the picture! At once Our attention is drawn 
to “ the great river Euphrates,” which at that 


Parthia, and these two were keen rivals to one 
another. Some allusion to the destruction of 
Jerusalem has clearly been discernible in the 


earlier verses of this chapter, and now in the 


mention of this “ great river ” (alluded to again 
8 
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Goliath when 
he challenged David, so as to frighten men into 
any resistance 
“they had— 
with emphasis on “ the a 
| they all 
” (Prov., xxx, 27). And 
to this king three names are attached : Abaddon, 
Prov., xv, II); 
and words of like meaning in Greek and in 

Cross of Our 
Calvary was written in the Same three 
languages (Jn., xix, 20). So closes the heralding 


‘n= 
as 
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 . , we may see further allusion to the 
nfall of the Roman Empire, for Parthia _ 
“ itary example existing at the time he be 
wer at all capable of injuring Rome. ; ra 
tone of urgency, and the keenness i ns) 
paration that runs through every line 0 
t few verses. The curious phrase—“ pre- 
( bla hour, and a day, and a month, anda 
{verse 15), merely points to a pilin} 
ueness as to the hour when God sha iii 
| His enemies be dispersed, for “ we know i 
day nor the hour when these things ‘ a 
0 pass.”’ In verse 16 mention is ma . fo) 
hundred millions of horsemen (the Part ae 
Persian armies consisted mainly of cava ty) 
symbolic number, “ meant to convey to the 
ds of readers in the first century an pin 
ble of overwhelming even Rome, then 
tess of the world.” And these oe 
e breastplates (verse 17) of fiery re Si 
th), and smoky blue, and sulphurous ig “ 
1. he heads of the horses were as the eads 
Bons (the lion is the symbol of Persia), 
, like St. Paul on the road to ONAN 
ts ix, 1), they “‘ breathed forth se vipouinni 
1 sle ughter.” How wonderful is the ings 
and might of this great passage A 
Iminates in verse 21 by a mention of the four 
ief crimes that were characteristic of pic 
me, now to be blotted out—murders, re 
les, fornication and theft. (Cp. Apoc., xv 
}> XXi, 8; xxii, 15.) : : 
ia I 
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and the oath Was : 6< time . a 
, , ; : shall b ‘\ 
>, we more time shall be lost, ad ge e i CHAPTER XI 
‘cinder lagaag Gatto 8) “OO Ope a 
hk bee ke est!" the mystery of God wi, ah 
ne Deen hidden from eternity in God Whe 
created all things, shall be seen, t | ho 


; ibe € was given me a reed like untoa rod : and it was 
|to me: Arise, and measure the temple of God, and 
altar and them that adore therein. 

2 But the court, which is without the temple, cast out, 
‘measure it not: because it is given unto the Gentiles, 

: the holy city they shall tread under foot two and fo 

through the Church, according t me ey ay 
play which He made jn Chri 


announceme . * % ; L10Ul1, 
while, “ th n¢ we must wait till X1, 15 } mean- 1 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks, 
; ». e little book : ? eae 
different] to + t stand before the Lord of the earth. : 
with th y € treatmen 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire shall come out of 
1€ Seven seals. It is not mere] r mouths, and shall devour their enemies. And if any 
ut also to be “ eaten,”’ that “te ‘a be read, I Ww Il hurt them, in this manner must he be slain. 
Sweetness and bitterness f oe. mingled These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 
munications it contained . the divine com- days of their prophecy: and they have power over 
full.” (Cp. E Ine be assimilated to the ers to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with 
P. Ezech., H,Q; 11, I-3) agues as often as they will. 
4ind when they shall have finished their testimony, the 
it, that ascendeth out of the abyss, shall make war 
inst them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 
And their bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city, 
sh is called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where their 
¢ also was crucified. 
9 And they of the tribes, and peoples, and tongues, and 
Ons, shall see their bodies for three days and a half : 
they shall not suffer their bodies to be laid in sepulchres. 
fo And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
mM, and make merry : and shall send gifts one to another, 
use these two prophets tormented them that dwelt upon 


An¢ I will give unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
hesy a thousand two hundred sixty days, clothed in 





T And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from 
, utered into them. And they stood upon their feet, 
» &teat fear fell upon them that saw them. 
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a ° h. 

oe . Ezech., xl, 3, 6 ; Zach., 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven, saying to seid Testament boo in Apoc., xxl, I5. It 

them : Come up hither. And they went up to heaven in a 1), and occurs 84 r: of a commission to 

cloud : and their enemies saw them. yeys a notion of powe 1 to report upon it 

13 And at that hour there was made a great earthquake, > ‘stock of a place, an t solemnity ; 

and the tenth part of the city fell: and there were slain in - tel It is clothed with grea acd net 
the earthquake names of men seven thousand : a al the speaker is Our Lord, h 

Were cast into a fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven. o1 nce! of the preceding chapter. We have 


; | le in 
He Mon can 1S past : and behold the third woe ne in fact down to earth, to the Temp 


“to prepare the 
e whose office it was 
: ee tke Lord, the cee of ” oe 
y Ol shou 
a ulness of time, He : 
: ame ~ " The Mystery of the eeaets 
i | a the horizon: it will be heral i I y 
3 Both Angel and his ppt te yi ot 
, Sever the opject- : 
sanwhile we are to learn “te 
ee onl. in | erusalem, owned M the 
‘ruction, because of its rejection ieee 
. (Cp Our Lord’s lament, L ‘i dd 
) So St. John, at this juncture, 1s D1 a 
fe no account of the Gentile bi woe 2) § 
er ; ‘ salvation is of 
eir call will come later ; atin 
ws,” and of the Jews alone are we treating 


ii, 8; 
- < | : XXx1, 13 : Lament., 11, ? 
aa s. x oe the holy city ord te 
ad under foot two An as ee 
. f verse 3 (cp. Xl, 9, 4, . 
ference is) no doubt, to Our Lord’s sigs 
Jerusalem shall be trodden re iflled " 
entiles, till the times of the nations be fu se 
i 24). These periods of times ie 
a, d ‘a Daniel (vii, 25) and Xl, (ee a d in 
sy to all such prophecies is to be 


Ly 
a 


shall reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

16 And the four and twenty ancients, who sit on theijr 
seats in the sight of God, fell on their faces and adored God, 
Saying : 

_ 17 We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who art, 
and who wast, and who art to come: because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and thou hast reigned. 

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, 


19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven : 
the ark of his testament was seen in his temple, and there 
were lightnings, and voices, and an earthquake, and great 
hail. 


HIS chapter opens in a very graphic way, 
for the sacred writer, who thus far has 
merely recorded what he heard and saw, now 
becomes an actor in the sacred drama. His 
part is “‘ to measure the temple of God, and the 
altar, and them that adore therein.” ‘This idea 
of “ measuring ” is familiar from the pages of 
86 
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Ezechiel, iv. 6_« ad 
i) O—" a day for a year, 
a year I have appointed to o. op ay 
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) designations richly picture those who in all 
s bear witness to Our Lord, and “ continue 
th Him in His temptations ” (Lk., xxii, 28). 
rey shall ever share a full measure of their 
aster’s protecting love (cp. Mk., xvi, 17, 18), 
Who are the “ two witnesses.”’ “ that ‘if any man will hurt them, fire shall 
sackcloth ”—the traditional dres clothed in me out o° their mouths, and shall devour 
(Is., xx, 2), or perhaps sey — of prophets ir enemies” by the fire of the word they 
Ing distinctive of the mo ec’ of local colour- er. (Cp. Jer.,v,14.) The references in verse 
the first century”? Th 3 ie eee ews in sertainly recall Moses and Elias specially to 
i ill ever remain go. A | 1 hetero tl aia nd yf Exod., vii, 17, and 3 Kings, xvii, 1) 
oni Moses and Elias we pn ee i tell of the power of the ministry of the 
t Rte re and Elias, can ine messes, “until they have finished their 
irouar, he of the two witnesses who prophes 
tion fe 26 d: whole period of Gentile onina 
the first 0 days), though, as verses 5 and 6 sho 
a pair at least are in the mind of the wri ~ 
gersted doubtless by Mal., iv, 4, 6, and by the 


timony.”’ And in that day, “the beast ” 

hom we shall meet again in xii, 1), (cp. Dan., 

3), the Prince of this World, “ who has no 

t in Our Lord” (Jn., xiv, 30)—the beast 

ometh,” and “‘ shall make war against them, 

1 shall overcome them, and kill them.” 

The hour will come when whosoever killeth 
u will think that he doeth a service to God ” 
1., Xvi, 2). ‘‘ The heathens shall come into 
ine inheritance, O Lord; they shall defile 
y holy temple : they shall make Jerusalem as 
place to keep fruit: they shall give the dead 
dies of Thy servants to be meat for the fowls 
the air, the flesh of Thy saints for the beasts 
the earth. They shall pour out their blood 
Water, round about Jerusalem, and there 
all be none to bury them” (Ps., Ixxviii, 1-3 ; 
- Verses 8, 9, 10, of this chapter). The very 
Me of the City shall be changed by reason of 
4 89 


Say of the Transfiguration (Mk., ix, 4: Lk 

Pil a Bagi ray fact that ‘the wit- 
Xl, ] 

appear to be put forward as “es eda 


ters, points rather to a ratification of a contem- 


have not tasted 
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the deeds there perpetrated ; no longer Jery 


salem, the City of Peace, b 
: fi , but now § 
Is.,i, 10; Jer., xxiii, 14; Ezech., xvi, owe 


Iv. 14), and Egypt, the land of captivity (cp | 


Ezech., xxiii, 21. 27), shall be i 
_XXU, 21. ; its name— 
cngplhaged the Lord was igued” mice 
ie ms ral Men of all races and nationalities 
 * the spectacle which lasts three and a4 
Ms ys—as many days as the years of the 
nesses’ prophesying—a_ short triumph in 


point of fact, but long enough to bear the — 


semblance of being com 

2 plete and fin 

* onc of the Spectators is represented oh ioe 

rs v8 and childish (v, 10); they not onl 

, we the bodies without burial (for which cad 

“of a xxi, 4; Ecclus., vi. 3; Is., xxii 16) 

a ip ne my an friends of the martyrs to 

2 p. Tobias, xviii 

they celebrate their victory by k banal 
kee 

and exchanging gifts. N sen the Nees Pestana 


reason given for this ill-mannered outburst of — 


joy: “because the two 
: prophets tor 
ie ! How true in eo, age | theve 
ag are hard sayings, and who can beat 
eka (Jn., vi, 61, 67).—And so, with a brief 
e ure of the ultimate triumph of the witnesses 
: “4 rails of this episode comes to an end (cp. 
odie ce 16,17.) “‘ The second woe is past 
psa chold the third woe will come quickly ” 
a op in xu, 12) !—There are writers of name 
o have made the downfall of the Roman 
mpire the basis of the story described in this 


go 
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pter. But we have chosen rather the 
truction of Jerusalem as furnishing its main 
me, and in so doing, we are able to give an 


erpretation to a most difficult passage, that is 
sistent and supported by good authority. 
sh, then, is the measuring of the sacred writer 
th his rod. 


nd now in verse 15 we hear the trumpet-call 


the seventh Angel! He has © good tidings of 
at joy that shall be to all the people ”’ to 
clam. Weare to” hear of the dispensation 
the grace of God which is given towards us ”” 
hes. iii, 2); “‘ we look for the Saviour, Our 
rd Jesus Christ, who will reform the body of 
‘lowness ”’ (Phil., iii, 21). Behold He comes : 
the head of the Book it is written that He 
wuld do His Father’s Will, and His Father wills 
t “ all men be saved, and come to the know- 
ge of the truth” (I Tim., il, 4). A great 
ange is at hand: “in times past we walked 
ording to the course of this world, according 
the prince of the power of this air, of the spirit 
it worketh on the children of unbelief, in the 
Sires of the flesh, and were by nature children 
wrath ” (Ephes., ii, 2, 3) ; but “ now is come 
lvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
od, and the power of His Christ” (Apoc., 
2 tt (Cp. Apoc., xix, 6, 16). All this is 
iperbly set forth by “ the great voices in 
€ayen,” in verses 15-17. And of this Kingdom 
were shall be no end! (Cp. Dan., il, 443 
1,14, 27). 
h gi 
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Note the solemnit 
cemple af Sel ce ch xii “Th 
: 1S opened > be 


And amid 


eat si 
Our Lady st ns, we are given a vision of 


CHAPTER XII 


a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman clothed 

he sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head 

vn of twelve stars : 

nd being with child, she cried*travailing in birth, and 

n pain to be delivered. 

{nd there was seen another sign in heaven : and behold 

at red dragon, having seven heads, and ten horns : 
| his heads seven diadems : 

ind his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, 
st them to the earth: and the dragon stood before 
man who was ready to be delivered ; that, when she 
d be delivered, he might devour her son. 

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule 
tions with an iron rod: and her son was taken up to 
and to his throne. 

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she had 
se prepared by God, that there they should feed her a 
and two hundred sixty days. 

And there was a great battle in heaven, Michael and 
agels pet with the dragon, and the dragon fought 





i ey Oe _ 


nd they prevailed not, neither was their place found 
nore in heaven. 

And that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
} called the devil and Satan, who seduceth the whole 
3 and he was cast unto the earth, and his angels were 
m down with him. 

‘And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying : Now is 
Salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
ine power of his Christ : because the accuser of our 
nren is Al forth, who accused them before our God 
hd night. 

_And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 


y 


by the word of the testimony, and they loved not their 
unt death. ) 
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12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens 
therein. Woe to the earth, and to the sea, because the 
devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, knowing 
that he hath but a short time. 


13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman, who brought forth the 
man child : 


14 And there were 


» and you that dwel] 


7 


a time, from the face of th 


€ serpent. 
15 And the serpent c 


ast out of his mouth after the 
woman, water as it were a river; that he might cause her 
to be carried away by the river | 


16 And the earth he 
opened her mouth, 
dragon cast out of h 

17 And the dra 
went to mak 
commandme 
Christ. 


18 And he stood upon the sand of the sea. 


Iped the woman, and the earth 
and swallowed up the river, which the 
is mouth. 
§0M was angry against the woman : 
€ war with the rest of h 
nts of God, and have t 


and — 
er seed, who keep the 
he testimony of Jesus | 


T is our Blessed Lady who now “ cometh up 


t Pt the desert, flowing with delights, leaning 


upon her Beloved : this is she that cometh forth, 


fair as the moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an 
army set in arra 


y ” (Cant., vi. 9, 10). And at 
once there is described most wonderfully the 
envy of the devil against the Child of Mary from 
the very first—the malice of the great red dragon, 
who had by his rebellion Swept a third part of 
the angelic host into perpetual enmity of God— 
the birth of Emmanuel, who shali “ rule all 
nations with a rod of iron ” (cP. Ps, ii)—and 
the utter rout of the fallen angels by St. Michael 
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1 his Angels, so tha 
re in heaven. 
arnation and its fruits 
d in language that is g 


- yet a few short notes on 
cur in t 


seven ” heads tell us 0 


ep nerd,”’ for the Child is “* 
ishop of our souls ” (I Pet 
> 11-16; Apoc., xix. I5. 
Aother ‘ 
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t their place was found no 
The whole story of the 
(cp. Isaias, vii, 14) 1s 
loriously strong and 
y to understand, and all 
eat proclamation of verse 
certain words that 
hese verses may be of ci is 
In verse 1, the crown . = plaice 
218 of the 
zs to Our Lady as Queen 
bit bs (Cp. Apoc., Rn! 14.) Pedro 
Bon | y an . 
go s “seven heads 1 hor 
ie i. is the Serpent of Gen., i. 15 rg 
aig f the plenitude of his 
wer (Ephes., vi, 12), while his “ten ranged 
mplete crown of strength, portray the gerd 
Bition with which he pushes his wt vee - 
eld | | is portray 
rid. In verse 4 the dragon feel png hye 
dy “ our’? the Divine Child, tor, 
Bord . “he was a murderer from ve 
a ing’”’ (Jn , viii, 44). In verse 5» ba bet 
apie e translate 
0 rule” would better nti oohealiae 
., ti, 25). (Cp. Jn., 
In the ng? gp ben 
’? in verse 6, there 
‘into the wilderness,’ in verse 0, 
i: ference to the Flight into Egypt» 
the flight of the early 
he east of the Jordan, on 
tion raised at the time 


Th. 


ative, quite eas 
minates in the gr 


ay be some re 
It more probably to 
hi 

hristians to Pella, on t 
€ occasion of the persecu Pee 
E St. Stephen’s death. (Cp. Mark, Regge! 
Cts, viii,1.) ‘The 1260 days denote the p 
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of th 
ns Se For the imagery of the fal] 
abaya . 9, cp. Our Lord’s words - « I a 

> binges € lightning falling from heaven » 4 caupaheere tom 
ytd ). (Cp. Jn., xii, 31.) In verse : 
iota y : noted that the word “to overco 7 

. » Peat martyrdom in the Btecaly . 
7 Pe “0 u, 75111, 21), 2.e., “ the einony of 
(Co. vi i oved not their lives unto death.” 
bred 39; Jn., xii, 25.)—The conclusion 
ui iin er (verses 12-18), depicts the inces- 
0h it between the Church and the | 
‘aig uite naturally now, the “ woman > 
Chu) se for the Church of Christ the 
pa fi pei The devil “ knows that he 

So . short time,” for “‘ it is the last hour ” 
a “a -» XX, 9), and soon he and his an els 

“vata : cast into everlasting fire (Mt., xxv re 
is make the most of his Mictunities . 
i tut —— of a great eagle,” wings of ro- 
| - KA esi t and love, shall ever hover cal 
nee ch, in her solitude and affliction, for 
th Ab F ounder is with her all days even 
ae ig pe ea of the world, enabling her 
wi ‘i children from being drowned in 
poate oF iniquity, " which the dragon casts 
| ort of hin mouth, that he may carry her away.” 
her” Fag of hell shall not prevail jie 
pal Xv1, 18). So we leave the Evil One 
ie: pt we the sand of the sea,” baffled 
ae ery 5 the sea of human life. 


+f 
aR , 
> 
ww 


i ~ 


eae 

may 
m 

i 
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) I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having seven 
js and ten horns, and upon his horns ten diadems, and 
) his heads names of blasphemy. 
And the beast, which I saw, was like to a leopard, and 
set were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
th of a lion. And the dragon gave him his own 
ngth, and great power. 
And I saw one of his heads as it were slain to death : 
his death’s wound was healed. And all the earth was 
{mi ation after the beast. 

And they adored the dragon, which gave power to 
east : and they adored the beast saying : Who is like 
e beast ? and who shall be able to fight with him ? 
And there was given to him a mouth speaking great 
ys, and blasphemies : and power was given to him to 
0 and forty months. 
And he opened his mouth unto blasphemies against 
to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them 
dwell in heaven. 
ind it was given unto him to make war with the saints, 
to overcome them. And power was given him over 
‘tribe, and people, and tongue, and nation. 

nd all that dwell upon the earth adored him, whose. 
S are not written in the book of life of the Lamb, which 
ain from the beginning of the world. 
{ any man have an ear, let him hear. 
He that shall lead into captivity, shall go into cap- 
+ he that shall kill by the sword, must be killed by 
‘ord. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 
“And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, 
€ had two horns, like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. 
And he executed all the power of the former beast in’ 


L 


2 ; and he caused the earth, and them that dwell 
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e Incarnation, to be reaped in the days of 

Fin: dgment to come, when Books are 
so that he made also fire to Final Judgm Mcken and eee 
0 the earth in the sight of ned, and Seals are Beigrtr 
d. and every man shall have his : 
, God. Then, suddenly, we are taken * 
he first hour of God’s Eternal Day, when the 
-d was made flesh, and dwelt amongst os 
are on earth once more, at epee Oe re 
s begins the warfare between Our ady’s 
d and the Prince of this world. “ Now is 
ieceptable time : now is the day of sin : 
js come salvation, and strength, wr ka 
sdom of our God, and the power a “i 
ist.” Now is the season of victory “ byt rs 
d bof the Lamb ”’: “ therefore, fs iene 
ens, and you that dwell therein: oO 
¢ Brice: for our Saviour has overcome t : 
d” (John xvi, 33). ‘They are the days o 
e indeed—days described so fully by bie 
lin His discourse to the Twelve at the 7 
er (Read John, xv and xvi). Satan an 
vho were “ thrown down with him “ are 
and ready for the fight : and lo ! in define) 
stands upon the sand of the sea of Eternity! 
hapter xiii we shall read, in figures many 
grim, of the never-ending warfare he on 
ast the Lord and His anointed.— Close a 
1, St. John now) sees the Roman Empire, 
» More widely still, the recurrent yt 
s hurling themselves against the Witnes 
th the Church ever opposes to an anti- 
Stian world; widest of all, the unceasing 

i 
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therein, to adore the firs 
healed. 

13 And he did great signs, 
come down from heaven unt 
men 


14 And he seduced them that dwell on the earth, for the — 
signs, which were given him to do in the sight of the beast, 
Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make the image of the beast, which had the wound by the — 
sword, and lived. | 
15 And it was given him to give life to the image of the 
beast, and that the image of the beast should speak ; and 
Should cause, that whosoever will not adore the image of 
the beast, should be slain. 

16 And he shall make all, both little and great, rich and © 
poor, freemen and bondmen, to have a character in their 
right hand, or on their foreheads, | 

17 And that no man might buy or sell, but he that hath 
the character, or the name of the beast, or the number of 
his name. 

18 Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding, let 
him count the number of the beast. For it js the number of 
aman: and the number of him is six hundred sixty-six. 


t beast, whose wound to death Was 


AN D the dragon stood upon the sand of the 

sea!’ These words completed the last 
chapter, and we now pass from Jerusalem, where 
the Incarnation was inaugurated, and whose 
conduct and destruction formed the background 
of the whole picture in chapters xi and xii, to 
Rome, where the Princes of the Apostles 
preached, and where they sealed their faith by 
their blood. We should read and re-read 
chapter xii, which forms the half-way house in 
the story of the whole Book. For many 
chapters previously, we have studied the harvest 
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conflict of the spirit of Christ and. Antichric¢ g : i snt, illustrating the one great theme of 
The Church. shrinks. back upon: herself - che Bess stest between the Church of Christ and 


narrowed down to her tamparted refu : 
doctrine and of worship ; she is on her = ge of 


in @ world that should have been. ensive 
all Holy-Land, ve Deen all Holy-City 


but ever tends to. become the 


wo: Id. : f + a 
‘I saw the beast coming up out of the sea, 
* thick the dragon is standing ° Clearly the 
: , gon and the beast are friends, and soon (v. 2), 
unholiest of cities (Sodom), the sinfullest of 3 e dragon gives the beast his own str ength 
lands (Egypt), nay, one huge Calvary, upon DD cresess power.” Already, in xi, 7, allusion 
which all the while Christ is re-crucified,. From ‘been made to this Beast, where it stood for 
that one faithless. Town which nailed Jesus to Roman power that destroyed Jerusalem, 
His Cross, St. John’s eye now roves to Rome he city where the Lord was crucified” ; and 
whither St. Peter had seen. Christ travel to be y we find it at home, in all its glory, the 
slain, in His. martyrs, once: again, and then to the we d enemy of the Church of Christ. In the 
whole angry, murderous world. Then return- it “ dream ” of Daniel (Dan., vii, 3-15), 2 
ing, after the hour of silenced voice, of catacomb- 
existence, he sees revival—moral and social 
shock sets the world, to tremble ; obstinate per- 
versity destroys in. its despair a portion of the 
old order ; not its majority, one would say, since 
but a tenth of the city falls, and the remainder, 
fear-converted, worship. God ” (Martindale). 


sage which should here be read by all, “ four 
it beasts are seen to come up out of the sea 

ach of which stands for an earthly kingdom 
‘empire, that has had its rise, its zenith, and 
fall. The Babylonian, the Median, and the 
sian Empires are no more; but Rome 
ains. St. John now sees but one of the four, 


aoe c Roy w mistress of the world. 
O'loving wisdom of our God’! RE IS Rome, yan ene s caus ak 
When all’ was sin and’ shame y full, and very wonderful, is the picture 


A. second: Adam to the fight 
And tothe rescue came. 

O' wisest love ! that flesh and blood. 
Which did-in Adam. fail, 

Should strive afresh against the foe, 
Should strive, and should prevail. 


So let us plunge into. the somewhat difficult — 
and highly-coloured narrative of this. chapter, 
abounding in images drawn from. the Old 
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Beast in verses 1 and 2. It has “seven 
ds, and ten horns ”—for the number seven 
ers the whole dynasty of the seven Ceesars. 
usion is made again to them in Apoc., xvu, 9, 
sre “the seven heads are seven mountains, 
which the woman sitteth, and they are 
en kings ” ; and the name of the woman was 
abylon,” and Babylon among the Hebrew 
tians was the mystic name of Rome. To 
IOI 


is 
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2. 
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he world.” ; 
But ‘‘ the end is not yet,” for see |. there . 
sther Beast coming up out of the earth, an 


homage of 
ik ‘te force, which commanded the 
divine honour was paid, and this was the source ah 
> Yet note the 
Aaah ie st and meanest of men. 
Beast, who has the cat-like vigilance and craft of a 
aq ission the very 
: , power, without whose permission 
II Thess., ii, 3-11). Such is the tyrant, Nero power, 
» a limit of time 
| ) two and forty months —a ! 
In verse 3, St. John makes allusion to an t 
nd 8 we are to 
the universality of his sway, and of those who 
of the Empire that he was still alive, and in hiding. ve an ear, let him hear Pai! he mot seduced ; 
iis vigour under Domitian (cp. xvii, 8), while in proud shall meet his fall (v. 10). “ Such as 
Temples to the Czsars were to be found in the famine ; and such as are for captivity to 
of the Beast : all the earth adored him.” Nay; ther shall “their names be written in t 
are applied to the Beast. “And who shall be 
had two horns (symbols of strength), like - 
to the motive which prompted this blasphemous ~ mb, and he spoke as a dragon. He was a 
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those Czsars divine honour must be paid, and 
a n Provinces. The invincible power 
of all the trouble, as we shall see! This explains BE exacted and won divine honours for the 
the names of blasphemy ” on the heads of the x  Lasene 
l seated ‘there was given to him = im these 
a leopard, the slow strength and power to crush x showing the true and ultimate source of 
of a bear, and the roar to terrify of a lion (cp. Bo. 19 
HT Theos, ti, +agon and the Beast combined re seal 
, that is now to deal with “ ‘tae iven him to do (1.é., to 
flock ’’ of Christ ! the little — 
4 ss xi In verses 
ae Syed from Dan., Vii, 25 (Cp: Xi, 2): | 
incident in the life of Nero, which probably took ad § id of those who felt his scourge, 
me In A.D. 68. Pursued by his enemies, he ’ 
“9 ucted upon himself a wound, of which he died; re on his side in this unholy warfare (cp. Apoc., 
uta rumour got abroad in the Eastern provinces Hi, 8 ; xx, 12, 15 ; xxi, 27). But if any man 
ob force of the allusion is just merely to show d is not mocked ’’; “ the patience and the 
that the persecuting power of Nero lived on inall h of the saints ” shall effect a change, and 
verses 4-6 a vivid picture is given of the extent for death, to death ; and such as are for the 
to which this Emperor-worship was carried. rd, to the sword ; and such as are for famine, 
chief towns of Roman-Asia—at Ephesus, Perga- ivity ” (Jer., xv, 2); “they that take the 
mus, and Smyrna—“al/ the earth was admiration yord, shall perish by it ” (Mt., xXvi, 5 a) 
o ot iy eee ly to God alone, e.g., “ who is like Ik of life of the Lamb slain from the beginning 
O thee ? (cp. Mich., vii, 18 ; Is., xl, 25; xvi, 5), h 
“hp to fight with him ? ” was the proud boast of 
is followers, pointing, as has been well observed, — 
worship. “It was not moral greatness, but © prophet, who cometh to men in the clothing 
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| a bol may well stand for any 
. ie, which allies itself with the 
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of sheep, but inwardly is aravening wolf, and } 
his fruits he shall be known ” (Matt., vii, ; og 
Notice that this Beast ‘‘ comes up out of the 
earth ;”’ he is “ of the earth, earthy ” ; and he is 
called the False Prophet in xvi, 1 35 XIX, 20; 
XX, Io. He may be St. Paul’s “ Man of sin” 
(II Thess., ii, 3), but it is perhaps best (and 
quite satisfactory) to say that the first Beast 
really represented the vast Roman Empire, as 
an institution dominating everywhere, rather 
than any particular Emperor; whereas this’ 
" second ” Beast is an individual—and his name 
is Nero! The “second ” Beast is eminently an 
anti-religious power, while the “first” is 
eminently a civil power. “And he did great 
signs !”’ for to deceive mankind is the chief 
Prerogative and power of Satan. A definitely 
new cult was abroad, viz.: to promote the 
religious use of the busts and statues of the 
Emperor, so that when Christians were brought 
efore Imperial officials, an image of the reigning 
Mperor was always produced for them to adore. 
Magic ”, too, was held in esteem in high 
quarters. (Cp. St. Paul and Elymas, at Cyprus 
Acts xiii, 6, and the ventriloquism in Acts xvi, 6.) 
As Swete well sums up the situation described 
in verses 13-17 : “ The Second Beast represents — 
the sorcery and superstition of the age as engaged 
in a common attempt to impose the Czsar-cult 
upon the Provinces, behind which there lay the 
Satanic purpose of bringing ruin upon the 
rising Christian churches. And in its wider 
104 


at forces of the world against the Sei ree 
ist ’—and this is true in every age ane 
hie by no means rash, if we consider : 
icles of the Second Beast to sis eae haus 
Sines” (Martindale). Here is tie dom ! 
sis revelation! Here is history—the ee 
he early times, made by the Beast, — = 
ey is 666, whose name is Nero. a 
‘ew and Greek letters stood for te Beet 
Nero Cxsar in Hebrew letters make ; 
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4 - * 1 be tormented with fire and brimstone in the sigh 
the holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb. : 

= And the smoke of their torments shall ascend up i 
ler and ever; neither have they rest day nor night, wh 
| ve adored the beast, and his image, and whoever receivet 
AND I beheld, and lo a lamb stood upon mount Sion, an¢ ee acter of his name. 
with him an hundred forty-four thousand, having his name! iiere is the patience of the saints, who keep th 

and the name of his Father, written on their foreheads, mmandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. | 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the noise of many Mead I heard a voice from heaven, saying to me 
waters, and as the voice of great thunder; and the voice  .. Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord. Fro. 
which I heard, was as the voice of harpers, harping on their 7 Br, rth now, saith the Spirit, that they may rest fro’ 
heres, sir labours ; for their works follow them. 

3 And they sung as it were a new canticle, before the Be And I saw, and behold a white cloud ; and upon tl 
throne, and before the four living creatures, and the i sitting like to the Son of man, having on his he: 
ancients ; and no man could say the canticle, but those ‘crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle. ae 
hundred forty-four thousand, who were purchased from te And another angel came out from the temple cry 
the earth. ¢h a loud voice to him that sat upon the cloud : Thre 

4 These are they who were not defiled with women: ‘thy sickle, and reap, because the hour is come to rea| 
for they are virgins. ‘These follow the Lamb whitherso- ithe harvest of the earth is ripe. Chae . 
ever he goeth. These were purchased from among men, 6 And he that sat on the cloud thrust his sickle into t 
the first-fruits to God and to the Lamb : . arth. and the earth was reaped. 

5 And in their mouth there was found no lie ; for they 1 And another angel came out of the temple which 
are without spot before the throne of God. | heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 

6 And I saw another angel flying through the midst 0: 8 And another angel came out from the altar, who h 
heaven, having the eternal gospel, to preach unto them aver fire - and he cried with a loud voice to him t 
that sit upon the earth, and over every nation, and tribe, i the sharp sickle, saying: Thrust in thy sharp sick 
and tongue, and people : d pather the clusters of the vineyard of the earth ; becai 

oh Saying with a loud voice: Fear the Lord, and give grapes thereof are ripe. } , 
him honour, because the hour of his judgment is come ; 9 And the angel thrust in his sharp sickle into the eat 
and adore ye him, that made heaven and earth, the sea, and 1 gathered the vineyard of the earth, and cast it into” 
the fountains of waters. | a6 ess of the wrath of God : 

8 And another angel followed, saying: ‘That great 20 And the press was trodden without the city, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen ; which made all nations to drink 60d came out of the press, up to the horses’ bridles, fe 
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. . dusand and six hundred furlongs. 

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud _ R 
voice : My a man Here adore the beast and his image, a “HE scene now changes i and ir a mre 
receive his Character in his forehead, or in his hand ; we rom flames or ange 

IO He also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, a a om con ig astures of the Gc 
which is mingled with pure wine in the cup of his wrath, ate oe nto on 
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S 

Tens where we shall want for 
Power mb of God is seen “ standin , noth ng 
ad Mount Sion, the phone aS with 
the symbol of she samen Symbol of heave 
ulti Cu ae 
ultimately belong to the people of God” (ts 
Is 0 165 113 Heby si 2; Ao, 
pet there apa dae made (Ag 
who now : susated and forty-four ‘hoa nd 
heaven.” "The voit feos here (ne Lamba 
heir-voi : Om heaven — 
ai but that of the whole eet co : 
affairs - are the Angels, ever interested in thi 
a a Ase (Cp. Luke, xv, 7, 10: Ephes. 
can ‘ one ie ide 72.) The 144,000 can = cai 
ie understand ’ and * join in) the canticley! 
1.é., never igh they been “ defiled with women,” 
demanded fd they been guilty of the idolatry 
strange . na Shera by Rome, or of having h a 
sin to e s before them, in preferring lives of 
Hsia a | - virtue and self-control. (T d 
Rags nea rs thus frequently symbolises idola y 
oo Ks “pe and prostitution.) “ They follow 
ee ee whithersoever He goeth ?: “ the 
(cp. Mt me "8 ot before the throne of God” 
offered to CG ); they are “ first-fruits,” who 
nea od their bodies (Rom., xii ‘) the 
alms pone of praise (Heb., xiii, I 2), of 
Bh Gin: Rivka, 16), of heart and will (I Pet., ii, 
ae om., Xvi, 55 I Cor., xvi, 15.) | 
part 46; sipboge: have visions of Angels, each witha 
Play, each with laa to give. The 
TO 


a 
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2 
y. 6) bears “‘ the eternal gospel,’ z.e., the 
sel that speaks of Eternity and of our 
yration for it (v. 7). The second Angel 
} proclaims the downfall of the Roman 
ire, Babylon by name (ep. I. Pet.,, v, 13:5 
xxi, 9; Jer., li, 7, 8; Apoc., xvii, 2), while the 
(vy. 9) explains the reason of it, and the 
of those who in any age “ drink of the wine 
e wrath of God ”, rather than refresh their 
by “ drawing waters with joy from their 
yur’s fountains ”’ (cp. Gen., xix,, 28 >: Is:, 
Vv, 9). All this is crowned by the exquisite 
; and encouragement of verse 13, 2 new 
itude, while we lift our eyes (v. 14) to see 
s sitting like to the Son of Man ” (cp. Dan., 
3), who “‘ in the time of the harvest, will 
to the Angel-reapers : Thrust in the sickle 
reap, for the hour is come to reap - the 
est of the earth is ripe : gather the cockle and 
it in bundles to burn : gather the wheat 
My barn.” (Cp. Mk., iv, 29 ; Mt., xiii, 30.) 
hus far this chapter presents no serious 
culty, and we are carried along by the beauty 
1¢ language and imagery ; but the last four 
es are not too easy to understand. There is 
id of crescendo running through the chapter : 
warm theme of Judgment assumes a white 
+» as Angel after Angel, with their sickles, 
‘sharp cries, their diligent service, comes in 
y. The vintage is quickly gathered into the 
ot press of the wrath of God, for the Angel 
_ power over fire,”’ that is over the adminis- 
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ration of punishment 
where does this take nes ? ii 


Heb., Xi, IZ f 
(Zach., xiv, IO) ic se ie 

































gun to work, A 
Outside Jerusaledl 
he Mount of Olives 
wine press of the Kin 


CHAPTER XV 


} 
‘J saw another sign in heaven, great and wonderful : 
n angels having the seven last plagues. For in them 


led up the wrath of God. 

‘And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire, 
them that had overcome the beast, and his image, and 
number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having 
harps of God : 

And singing the canticle of Moses, the servant of God, 
the canticle of the Lamb, saying : Great and wonderful 
thy works, O Lord God Almighty ; just and true are 


ways, O King of ages. 


i ’ 
King’s horses are 


ther 

Hhinitred: facies an area of a thousand and «; 
Pads ard ea to pull the chariots o f ta 
Jerusalem whj h Lord to their home in he 
aitucbehe. | i ie above, which is free hich le 
for those whee i on rp out of the pr esd ; 
: ; iste “on 
bai sin,” gain of dol ae blood, striving way 
recious Blood of Chri ay, and ‘“ by the Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and magnify thy 
-hrist, as of a lamb y ? For thou only art holy : for all nations shall come, 
nspotted , shall adore in thy sight, because thy judgments are 

ifest. 

And after these things I looked; and behold, the 
ple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 


And the seven angels came out of the temple, having | 
seven plagues, clothed with clean and white linen, 
girt about the breasts with golden girdles. 

And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven 

els seven golden vials, full of the wrath of God, who 
h for ever and ever. 

And the temple was filled with smoke from the majesty 
3od, and from his power; and no man was able to 


* 
. 


t into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven 
els were fulfilled. 
“a 





SHE Incarnation of Our Blessed Lord, when, 
‘in the fulness of time, God sent His Son 

to the world, made of a woman, made under 

le Law, to draw all men to Himself, yet to be a 
, III 
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now, with ‘‘ the harps of God ”’ in their hande 
like the Elders in v, 8, and the 144,000 in xiy 5 
they sing “the canticle of Moses, and 4 
canticle of the Lamb.” "Throughout verse 
there has been strong reference to Exodus, an 
this is now emphasised (cp. Exod., xv, 1), Jj 
singing the canticle of the Lamb, the Martyr, 
acknowledge that it is by our Redeemer’s merit 
they have conquered. ‘They share the victor 
of their Lord over sin and death (Apoc., iii, ar 
(Cp. Jn., xvi, 33; Apoc., i, 18). Like th 
Magnificat, the words of their song come almos 
exclusively from the Old 'Testament (Ps., Ixxxy 
9 ; Ps., cxxxvili, 14 ; Amos, iv, 13 ; Deut., xxxi 
45 Jer.,x,:7; Tobias, xii, 10; Mal., i, 11) 
is strongly and strangely Hebraistic throughout 
all concerned with the glory of God, and the 
issue of the great world-drama in which the} 
have played a part. q 

‘“ And after these things,” the seven Angels 
come forth from the Temple vested in cere 
monial garments! Their vestments are thos 
worn by the priests of the Temple whet 
engaged in the liturgical services (Lev., XV1, 4 
Exod., xxviii, 39, 40). The Great High P rica 
Himself, the Son of Man, is depicted as wearing 
these garments in i, 13. (Cp. Apoc., xix, 0-)— 
Their golden girdles are symbols of royalty an@ 
of the priestly functions. Indeed they a: 
‘“ ministering spirits ” (Heb., i, 14) sent to & 
the will of God! And to them by “one ® 
the four living creatures” (cp. iv, 6; Vv» 14? 
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sontrol is given over the forces of Nature, 
- as may be necessary for giving effect to 
> Will (cp. xiv, 18). Their vials are 
of the wrath of God,” whereas the bowls 
Elders (ch. v) were full of the incense of 


of the Saints. (Cp. II Cor., ii, 15, 


« And the temple was filled with smoke ” 
in a piece of Old Testament symbolism. 
TIs., vi, 4 ; Exod., xix, 18)— and no man 
sle to enter into the temple, until the seven 


the seven Angels were fulfilled,”— 


mercy shall be shown to idolatrous Rome. 
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at - be prepared for the kings from the rising of 


7 saw from the mouth of the dragon, and from 
“of the beast, and from the mouth of the false 
hree unclean spirits like frogs. 

they are the spirits of devils working signs, and 
orth unto the kings of the whole earth, to gather 
ttle against the great day of the Almighty God. 
sld. [come asathief. Blessed is he that watcheth 
th his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see 


CHAPTER XVI 


AnD I heard a great voice out of 
the temple, sayj 
seven angels : Go, and Sicle yc 
ig God Eon ie cori ial out the seven vials of the y 4 
2 And the first went, and poured out his vj . 
earth, and there fell a sore lad We voiss i ee Ca 
who had the ch pon Gaal 
le character of the beast ; and upon them th 
sty ri image thereof. r “ 
3 And the second angel poured out his vi 
sea, and there came blood as it were of a deed oa ; 
oe soul died in the sea. 
4 And the third poured out his vial the ri / 
the fountains of waters ; and there Gees bloods il | 
_ 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying : Thou: 
Just, O Lord, who art, and who wast, the Holy One, becat 
thou hast judged these things : | 
$ For they have shed the blood of saints and prophe 
and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they @ 
worthy. 
_ 7 And I heard another, from the altar, saying: Yee t 
. ’ , SayIng « a 
Lord God Almighty, true and just are thy judgments. 
8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the st 
and it was given unto him to afflict men with heat and fire 
g And men were scorched with great heat, and te 
blasphemed the name of God, who hath power over thes 
plagues, neither did they penance to give him glory. 
ro And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the sea 
of the beast ; and his kingdom became dark, and the 
gnawed their tongues for pain: ; 
11 And they blasphemed the God of heaven, because ¢ 
ie pains and wounds, and did not penance #0F © ~ all the seven simultaneously, and, one 
Ss. ve | fe 

they now advance to execute their task. 


12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon U™ , . ri Ts : 
great river Euphrates ; and dried up the water thereof, tha Wwe see the close affinity in the narrative 
| a 17 


| he shall gather them together into a place, which 
7 is called Armageddon. 

the seventh angel poured out his vial upon the 
re camé a great voice out of the temple from the 
ying : It is done. 

i there were lightnings, and voices, and thunders, 
yas a great earthquake, such an one as never had 
men were upon the earth, such an earthquake, 

a 


he great city was divided into three parts ; and 
‘the Gentiles fell. And great Babylon came in 
e before God, to give her the cup of the wine 
gnation of his wrath. 

very island fled away, and the mountains were 


| 


Bhat 


: great hail, like a talent, came down from heaven 
? and men blasphemed God for the plague of 


dEcause it was exceeding great. 


jour is come, and the story moves 
ly. The voice of God is heard (xvi, 1): 
da pour out the seven vials of the wrath 
upon the earth!’ The command is 
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to the record of the Plagues 
que to the eae ai Oe Exe ; 
ng Pa tion in ch. viii-xj, Pe 3 
tn ‘ an 9, are mentioned here, also Bhs 
entirely ews and fe should he et one 
et Pee suffering is fallicted on Mana 7 
ri Fe per the Egyptian plagues, or by the . 
ou. e Trumpet-visitations, he is attacke¢ 
With very outset of the present cycle (S :) 
L mn em 2, cp. Exod., ix, g, 10, and for tH 
ain ad the mark of the beast,” i.e a 
ie rite hi cp. XIV, 9-11.] The secon 
orale Soy 3), Corresponds generally with th 
ied & oe (viii, 8), and both are sug: 
a y the first Egyptian plague (Exod. i 
4 ; where wall waters were turned into blood, 
Li go is often used in the Apocalypse as a 
«Se of mankind generally.—The rivers ane 
ountains of waters are now made blood 
eile affliction than in viii, 11), and the 
voy bona (3 new expression) gives the 
be, > from the hie —e 
€ results of the outpouring of the fou 1 
a ibe Vials are the lean increase Of 
Pim orks a Name of God (cp. Is., lil, 53 
» 1, 7; Rom., ii, 24; I Tim., vi, 1); 4 
Cet ping of the heart, as mith Pharaoh in raypt 
; , SO that they refused to God the tribute of 
papa which He demanded of them. : 
he story increases in its awful details. The 
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Fial was poured out “ on the seat of the 
3 j.e., on the city of Rome itself, but now 
st go yet further afield, and the enemies 
‘yals of Rome from distant parts, “* the 
of the whole earth,” shall play their part 
. divine vengeance. This is the most 
ting section of all, and perhaps the most 
ng, as it is also the most difficult to explain. 
y St. John was under the influence of 
emotion when he wrote these lines, and 
y trace something incoherent and rugged in 
xrding. He seems to lose his sense of 
nd no longer pays attention to style. He 
3 things by pictures which to us may seem 
gant, because we belong to 4 different 
i environment, but which to his readers 
first century would be comparatively 
We are taken hurriedly to the banks of 
iphrates, that ‘‘great river” already 
ned in connection with the sixth Trumpet 
, 15), but here to be treated in a totally 
ar tone and way. ‘The Sixth Trumpet 
the Angels who were detained at this 


ad who, when released, set in motion an 


in 


mus host ; while the Sixth Vial drains the 
the River, and thus opens the way for the 
© of the “‘ Kings from the East ”’_the 
-guard of the forces flocking to the last 
14). It is the spectre of War, as Fr. Allo 
that has again appeared. It has done so 
(cp. vi, 4 ; ix, 13 5 Xiv, 19), and it will do 
Cp. xvii, 16; xix, 17; XX, 7),—Seven 
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times inall! N | i ” ree “‘ un- 
as the greatest segs gle “Bards Wi a 3 oo ai 0 i srg again 
mities, following pirits are like 1rogs, al Ye Son 
the example of the Prophets and the sad 3 sence to the plague of Egypt (Exod., vill, 
ence of History. So here he figures the al y.. Xi, 10), but the parallel is not too close. 
thians, at that time the most dangerous ol 7 ‘are ‘proverbial for their constant and 
of Rome, as his own enemies, and thus witha ‘sless noise. Fr. Allo aptly quotes 5t. 
at all sharing in the superstitious beliefs of 1a “ime: ‘ Rana est loquacissima vanitas 
day, he has here condensed the floating terro J xxvii, 45). The mouth, the organ of 
which the very name of the Parthians caused the chief source of human influence, 1s 
throughout the Roman Province of Asia. ¢€ ntly used in the Apocalypse as an instru- 
make them the most striking picture of the oth of good and of evil (cp. 1, 16; 1X, 
devastation he is recording. | a Rid, 15)—Thus are the forces 
The drying up of the waters of the Euphrates bed that gather for the Battle, to be 
Suggests the drying up of the Red Sea (Exod, din xvii, 14 ; xix, 19-21, on “ the day of 
X1V, 21), or of the Jordan (Josue, iii, 17), (cp. Is | ‘a familiar O.T. phrase for the day of 
x1, 15; Jer., li, 36; Zach., x, 11). As Ratton when God will punish His enemies (cp. 
remarks : “ St John had to convey to the ser. i, 6; Ezech., xili, 5; Joel, u, 1150 
vants of God in the first century tidings of hostile 4,10; II Tim., i, 12, 18). ; 
invasions, which would ultimately break up the story is now completed by the warning 
Roman power. The Euphrates was his only (cp. iii, 3 ; also I Thess., v, 2; H Pet., 
possible illustration. Moreover, the Prophet and we are led “ to a place, which in 
Jeremias had predicted this of the enemies of y is called Armageddon,” the plane of 
God ” (xlvi, 10).—In verse 13 (to continue thé lon, the battlefield most familiar to the 
story), mention is made of the Dragon (the same 1, or to the student of Hebrew history 
as in Xii, 3, 7.e., Satan), of the Beast (as in xiii, 1) 1.,i, 27; Il Paralip., xxxv, 22). It was 
the brute-force of the world, the Roman Empire; lageddon (15 miles S.W. of Nazareth) 
also of the False Prophet, not mentioned before ‘borah and Barak overthrew Jabin (Jud., 
by this name ; but his association here, and m2” (ep. 4 Kings, xxiii, 29; Zach., xi, II), 
XIX, 20, Xx, 10, with the first Beast, points 1 ‘the event described in 11 Paralip., xxxvV, 
his identity with the second Beast of xiii, 12- Mt itself into the memory of the Jewish 
He stands for the “ false spiritual power whi , and the mourning for Josias in the valley 
made common cause with the temporal powet giddo was long afterwards quoted as an 
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instance of national grief ” (Swet 
Shap ‘Swete), (cp, 
SE ith . Is many miles Pa ae 
oh © plain of Esdraelon : but whatil 3 
i ert The two names, more a 
than any others, bring out the | perteeth 
ing intended, “son ania 
e end isn ibed i 
- the Vial of the ei hag oa ‘ell 
3 » AC 1eC 
te signs and upheavals, “ such ae hae 
For the form of the phrase ep Mott 
¥ phrase cp. M citi 
i Aggaeus 11, 7, with the tna : 
Aohe joi rg For the division of the cit 
an ci parts ° [a difficult phrase, but 
ss cept Fr. Allo’s interpretation tha 
for fhe means “completely ’”—an utter ruin 
alt ta trinum perfectum ’’| it is well to com 
“weer ie said of Jerusalem in Zach., xiv, 4, 5 
Bloke rp ‘ge +» XXX, 23, 24).—The figures em= 
0 alle ain 1g and 20 depict the complet 
ue WO the political power of Rome in al 
C. ah (in “every island ”), while th 
“i ty ite udes with a reference to yet one more 
€ plagues of Egypt—the desolating plague OF 


oh . 
Rail (Pxod. ix, a4). (ep. Ezech., xxxvi 288 


CHAPTER XVII 


te came one of the seven angels, who had the seven 
1d spoke with me, saying : Come, I will shew thee 
demnation of the great harlot, who sitteth upon 


1 whom the kings of the earth have committed 
on ; and they who inhabit the earth, have been 
unk with the wine of her whoredom. 

| he took me away in spirit into the desert. And I 
man sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 
the woman was clothed round about with purple 
let, and gilt with gold, and precious stones and 
aving a golden cup in her hand, full of the abomina- 
filthiness of her fornication. 

on her forehead a name was written : A mystery ; 
the great, the mother of the fornications, and the 
ions of the earth. 

I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the 
id with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And I 
, when I had seen her, with great admiration. 

the angel said to me: Why dost thou wonder ? 
thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast 
rieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten 
beast, which thou sawest, was, and is not, and 
€ up out of the bottomless pit, and go into destruc- 
i the inhabitants on the earth (whose names are 
en in the book of life from the foundation of the 
all wonder, seeing the beast that was, and is not. 
u ere is the understanding that hath wisdom, 
en heads are seven mountains, upon which the 
sitteth, and they are seven kings : 

€ are fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come : 
mA AE is come, he must remain a short time. 
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11 And the beast which was, and is not : 
is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth int 
12 And the ten horns which thou sawest, 
who have not yet received 
power as kings one hour after 
13 These have one design : 
they shall deliver to the beast. 
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\ cher jn the end of the story. And now 
peher in n Angels ” (mentioned in I, i), 
a - “Come, I will show thee i 
al ters ” (i.e ; who ruleth over many 
Beatty fag and tongues,” as verse 2 
es, nations, But why q ** harlot’! 
14 These shall fight with the Lamb, and the Lamb she cp. Jer., i. 3). her Creator, she 
Overcome them, because he is Lord of lords, and ; . failing to remember ne aries ath ey 
kings, and they that are with him are called, and elec s ituted herself to devils, abov 
faithful. _ 


: ares. ‘This 
yg as verse 2 decl 
15 And he said to me: : sar-worship, 
where the harlot sitteth, 


the same al 
© destructigs 
are ten kine 
a kingdom, but shal] recej 
the beast. 


and their strength ang pow 





s e 
8b'a 


t, al 


The waters which thou saw Cs 
are peoples, and nations, af 


special “‘ wine ”’ of Rome’s Poni c 

—. at solemnity : 

a nee aarrative proceeds with ee the desert,” 

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest in the beas' e took me away in spirit in nbleaate 

these shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desolate ar le. as it were, the Seer to see mor ) 
naked, and shall eat her flesh, and shall burn her with fire. ny ¢ 


17 For God hath given into their hearts to do that whi 


pleaseth him: that they give their kingdom to the beas 
till the words of God be fulfilled, 


18 And the woman which thou sawest, is the great cit 
which hath kingdom over the kings of the earth. 


0 Ue should quite disregard the almost irrita 
ting break in the sacred narrative mac 
here by its division into chapters, for the grea 
dramatic story of the downfall of the Romai 
Empire, of the second Babylon, of “ that gf a 
City’ on the ruins of which is reared ni 
lorious Basilica of St. Peter, who made é 
Basar acon: firm and immovable by his bloag 
is straightway continued, in even greater ia 
as though hastening to its conclusion. Cot 
Babylon has come in remembrance before sal 
to give her the cup of the wine of the ind ea 
of His wrath,” are words in the close of Chapt | 
124 


erstand all most perfectly, riper 
Ores of pagan 
a: in or e : 9 
‘ the Be citon of a life et aa 
ere covet, 3 5 Mt, 
be. x BR edh.d's vision of “a eae 
Upon a scarlet-coloured beast — Are 
y being drawn mainly eae eae 
ent, from the description of ly ill 
o 5 seq: and of Nineveh in Fae mts 
hich may be added the saan J . % 
7) ; “ Babylon hath been a golde il the 
sand of the Lord, that hath made of her 
drunk. The nations have drunk i" sch 
“(Read the whole chapter, so 1 a 
) this passage.) “* The vrampees 3 suet 
“may be identified with the bis World- 
le Sea (xiii, r, 14 ; cp. xix, 20), the 
125 
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‘the great harlot” (v, i), and a city of 
and decay: Instead of this, his eyes 
“some one in glorious array, ‘* every 
us stone her covering,” all “ gilt with 
and in her hand a cup of gold. Well may 
nder, with a great wondering | He needs 
srpreter, and lo ! one is at hand (v, 7) to 
‘im the mystery of the woman, and of the 
if and this he does in words that need 
-explanation.—" The beast which thou 
was, and is not, and shall come up out 
bottomless pit, and go into destruction ”’ 
re begins. The “beast” is explained 
the “ woman ” is not clearly defined till 
8. (Cp. for the whole passage, II Thess., 
). St. John here refers once more to the 
: idea regarding Nero, that he would be 
yy the sword, and go into the bottomless 
d reappear as a conqueror, and finally go 
struction. But “ here is the understand- 
hath wisdom ”’, here is the real solution. 
li, 18). ‘‘ The seven heads are seven 
ins,” the seven hills of Rome, upon 
‘the woman sitteth ” in power over the 
-taces of the Empire. And there are 
Kings,” seven Emperors (cp. E Pet. a, 
), of whom “ five are fallen,’ not merely 
sut “fallen” from their high estate. 
Tames are: Julius Cesar, Augustus, 
Is, Gaius, and Claudius. The “one 
MesiNero. “ The other is not yet come i 
a Iba), who “when he zs come shall 
{ eons ee) 
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Power, the enemy of Our | 
ruling the Morid by “og toh Ne naa 
was made of the “‘ colour ”’ of this B ast 7 
ae os scarlet ”’ conveys the idea of a — 
istinction, suggestive too of h -~ 
onard and even, as some take it, of the vara 
fa it caused to flow. And the Beast is 
a of blasphemy ”—again an increase on 
hae we are told in xiii, 1, for here they coy he 
“ ole body, and not unnaturally, for “th 
ee Empire reeked with the blasphemoy 
hoe pi pron Emperors.’’—Notice the alll / 
| of the woman’s apparel descri i] 

apes 4; and on her Biel cad ‘ not Deal . 
n the flesh, but tied on as a label as was the 
conte for Roman harlots), “ a name wa 
: en he mystery : (as at i, 20, cp. II Thess, 
de a abylon (the secret name for Rome 
“Sing the Christians of the first century (cp. I 
ag hh 3), the great, the mother (the leader, 
; chier patron), of the fornications, and the 
a pe een of the earth”! But more ; “ She 
th ae with the blood of the saints, and with 
e blood of the martyrs of Jesus,” for this 
alg in the time of Nero, when the blood of 
‘tyrs was “‘ poured out like water ” (Ps., 78) 

3), in the streets of Rome. (Cp. xvi, 6; xviii, 
: “Rage neh wondered ” |—as well he might, fot 
oe ad seen wonderful things that day,” 
a nee very different from what he had expected. 
ad he not been invited to see “ the condemna— 
126 | 
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remain but a short time,” 
true, for he reigned only seven months 
murdered in January, a.D. 69. Then at on 
we are taken back to verse 8—“ to the : 
“ the eighth,” z.e., Domitian, a second Nero, 
Nero redivivus, who, like Nero : 
hideous vices, and cruelly persecuted the @ 
jans. 
is recognised by the Roman 


(Sat,, iv, 37), and as Swete says 
agrees) : 


A.D. 96, he was assassinated 


, after a terrib! 
strugele with his murderers. | 


The explanation of ‘the ten horns ” noy 


follows. ‘Their symbolism is taken from Dani 


(vii, 24), and already we have seen them at xiii, 1 


and xvii, 13. In Daniel, as Fr. Allo points out 


the horns are kingdoms ; in St. John they stam 


too closely) belong to a period which in § 
John’s time was still remote; they belong, @ 
128 


as in fact prove 


) bei ' 


which was, and is not ”’—who now proves to f 


, indulged j 


The resemblance of these two monste 
poet, Juven 
3 (and Fr. All 
the shadow of Nero hovers over al 
and since Domitian was living at the time § 
John wrote, he cannot refer to him by name: s 
he calls him (nicknames him, as it were 
“ Nero” instead. Domitian’s end was “ to @ 
into destruction ”’ indeed, for on September 4 


t 


for individual sovereigns, not yet worthy of being 


called “ heads,” but only “ horns.” They havé 
yet to grow, like the horn of Daniel, vii, 20, 24 
and become the “ kingdoms of the future ’—/@ 
royaumes de lavenir. And so,as Swete remarks: 


the ten kings (the number need not be presse 
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‘quel shows, to ‘he Jas’ days of the Roman 
. ‘and represent the forces which, 
1 out of the Empire 1'self, like horns from a 
¥s head, and carrying on many of the worst 
tons of the Empire, would turn their arms 
st Rome, and bring about her downfall.” 
- power as kings will come ‘‘ one hour fs 
Dan., iv, 16; Apoc., xviii, 10, 17, 19), 
7 the beast”; and, like the beast, they 
fe but one design,”’ to persecute the Church 
od, “to fight with the Lamb,” as we are 
v, 14. But “the Lamb shall overcome 
for He is Lord of lords, and King of 
*__such w'll be the issue of the Battle of 
geddon, to be described in ch. xix. 

s chapter ends with a solemn prediction 
rning the fate of Rome. The “ten horns,” 
are ten kings (v, 2), shall strip her of her 
‘ings and “ eat her flesh,” and “ burn her 
ite,” Thus Alaric, King of the Visigoths, 
ged Rome in 409 ; Attila, King of the Huns, 
d Northern Italy up to the walls of Rome 
2, and so of others. ‘‘ No reader of the 
é and Fall can be at a loss for materials 
will at once illustrate and justify the 
al trend of St. John’s prophecy here.” 
E is not a little remarkable that the most 
tant of the invading kings declared that 
€re conscious of a divine mission in their 
Alaric, for example, told his people that 
© ever cried to him on the Danube: 
and destroy Rome,”’ while Attila claimed 
129 ; 
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as his official title, “'The Scourge of 


(Ratton)—thus fulfilling the words i 7 
“God hath given into their hear “a . 


which pleaseth Him.” 
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oe © CHAPTER XVIII 
these things, I saw another angel come down 
having great power: and the earth was 
th his glory. 
e cried out with a strong voice, saying : Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen ; and is become the habitation 
id the hold of every unclean spirit, and the hold 
clean and hateful bird : 
use all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath 
ication ; and the kings of the earth have com- 
nication with her; and the merchants of the 
seen made rich by the power of her delicacies. 
heard another voice from heaven, saying: Go 
er, my people ; that you be not partakers of her 
you receive not of her plagues. 
- sins have reached unto heaven, and the Lord 
ibered her iniquities. 
to her as she also hath rendered to you ; and 
her double according to her works : in the cup 
hath mingled, mingle ye double unto her. 
h as she hath glorified herself, and lived in 
) much torment and sorrow give ye to her ; 
‘saith in her heart: I sit a queen, and am no 
id sorrow I shall not see. 
‘ore shall her plagues come in. one day, death 
1g, and famine, and she shall be burned with 
ecause God is strong, who shall judge her. 
e kings of the earth, who have committed 
and lived in delicacies with her, shall weep, 
themselves over her, when they shall see the 
ing afar off for fear of her torments, saying : 
that great city Babylon, that mighty city: for 
is thy judgment come. 
the merchants of the earth shall weep, and 
her: for no man shall buy their merchandise 
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y lin 
4 the licht of the lamp shall shine no more at al 

Be bice of the bridegroom and the bride shall 
4 no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the 
4 Be of the earth, for all nations have been deceived 


| enc yantments. 
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12 Merchandise of gold and silver and precious stones 
and of pearls, and fine linen and purple, and silk - 
scarlet (and all thyine wood, and all manner of vesselgim 
ivory, and all manner of vessels of precious stone, and ¢ 
brass, and of iron, and of marble. 7 

13 And cinnamon,) and odours, and ointment, and frank. 
incense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves 
and souls of men. 

14 And the fruits of the desire of thy soul are departe 
from thee, and all fat and goodly things are perished fron 
thee, and they shall find them no more at all. 4 

15 The merchants of these things, who were made rick 
shall stand afar off from her for fear of her torments, weep 
ing and mourning. . 

16 And saying: Alas! alas! that great city, which wa 
clothed with fine linen and purple and scarlet, and was gi 
with gold and precious stones and pearls. | 

17 For in one hour are so great riches come to nought 
and every shipmaster, and all that sail into the lake, am 
mariners, and as many as work in the sea, stood afar off. 

18 And cried, seeing the place of her burning, sayimg 
What city is like to this great city ? 


ad in her was found the blood of prophets and of 


and of all that were slain upon the earth. 


his chapter we read the conclusion of the 
y - “ Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen 
empire has come to nought, her trade has 
ed from her. The announcement 1s 
by a new Angel, with a strong voice, who 
across the earth a belt of light (cp. Ezech., 
), by which we see the City to be indeed 
# & d” of every unclean spir it, of every 
n and hateful bird ’’—the evil spirits 
ne over Rome like harpies awaiting their 
Then, in verse 4, “another voice 1s 
apparently the voice of Our Lord Him- 
a pit speaks of : ‘‘ My people ”’ ; and they 

1g And they cast dust upon their heads, and crie@ a. P ut ” from the city, as He told 
weeping and mourning, saying: Alas! alas! that grea ... 5° 0 ¥ t” from Jerusalem 
city, wherein all were made rich, that had ships at sea, 9) t Stians to go OU rg heh 
reason of her prices: for in one hour she is made desolate it fell (cp. Jer:, & SF 3) ae, 45). 

20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy aposts 


: -a full and vivid description of the utter 
and prophets : for God hath judged your judgment 0m her. 


e of ast trade of Rome with Egypt 

21 And a mighty Angel took up a stone as it were 2 BY ay lite which we may well compare 
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying: With joa lg € the trade of Tyre in Ezechiel 
violence as this shall Babylon that great city be thrown do a pe 0 1 i avai 3 5) It be gins 
and shall be found no more at all : 4 d of — ), (cp. also Is., ’ ‘ nacre 
22 And the voice of harpers, and of musicians, 08 = Ses 5, 6 and 7), by a strong 
them that play on the pipe and on the trumpet, sha cf ext emity of her guilt (cp. Ps.; CXXXVI, 
more be heard at all in thee : and no craftsmen of any 5 meyer, 1, 29 3 xvi, 18; Is., xt, 2), which 


hat hall be found ore at all in thee > aM@ © a . nishment. 
epee bee pee — i: 
ig I 
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id sinks quickly to the bottom, reminding 
Our Lord’s words on the evil of scandal 
a 42; Luke, xvii, 2). The last touches 
‘picture are given in verses 22 and 23 by 
£4] silence that shall reign in the ruins of 
nce crowded, noisy city. ‘There shall be 
isic heard, no song of joy; nay, even the 
um of the millstones, as they turn upon 
nother in grinding the corn, shall no more 
ard; and darkness shall reign in every 
and street.—“ All nations have been 
ed by her enchantments ! ” 


we 
Ped 
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A divine “‘ lex tations” runs through thes 
verses (Exod., xxii, 4, 7), culminating 
with the declaration that “all her plagues she 
come 7” one day,” in one continuous peti | 
thus adding to the sorrow and greatness of he 
fall. (Cp. Ezech., xxvii, 3; Is., xlvii 7-1 d 
Then, in verse 9, a series of dirges from king 
(9, 10) and merchants (1 I-17), and the ship 
owners of the world begins. Notice the toue 
of grim humour in the words “ standing afe 
off’ (10 and 15)—at a safe distance—conten 
with idle lamentations—thinking only of thei 
own security! Notice, too, the vastness ar 
variety of the trade depicted in verses 12 and 1 
From Seleucia, Ephesus, Smyrna, Corinth 
Alexandria, Carthage, Marseilles, and Spaif 
such goods poured into the markets of Rom 
and the list closes with the awful words 
“Slaves and souls of men”! (Cp. Ezech 
XXVil, 13)—emphasising the serious side of the 
Roman slave-trade (Allo). ‘‘ In one hour % 
SO great riches come to nought ” (v. 17), ame 
they that beheld “the city made desolate, 
shall “ cast dust upon their heads,” and shat 
“weep and mourn’! A fresh chord is stru@ 
in the opening of verse 20, and amid its straims 
the chapter comes to its conclusion, with § 
further picture of the downfall of Babylon, the 
great city. ‘‘ Rejoice over her, thou heavem ” 
—so it begins (cp. Is., xliv, 23; Jer., 1, 49% 
Luke, xv, 7, 10). Note the powerful figure © 
the great splash, as the millstone falls mt? © ~ 
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a 

t sat upon him was called faithful and true, and 

e doth he judge and fight. | 

| his eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head 

Re di Bees, and he had a name written, which no 
sth but himself. 

he was clothed with a garment sprinkled with 

4 his name is called, THE Worp oF Gop. 

‘the armies that are in heaven followed him on 

es. clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp two edged 

-with it he may strike the nations. And he shall 

_ ith a rod of iron ; and he treadeth the winepress 

an eness of the wrath of God the Almighty. 

1e hath on his garment, and on his thigh written : 

INGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he 

1 loud voice, saying to all the birds that did fly 

e midst of heaven : Come, gather yourselves 

the great supper of God : 

you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of 

nd the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of 

of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all 

id be ndmen, and of little and of great. 

I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and 

s gathered together to make war with him that 

e horse, and with his army. 

the beast was taken, and with him the false 

hho wrought signs before him, wherewith he 

em who received the character of the beast, and 


/ 


CHAPTER XIX | 


AFTER these thin : 
: gs I heard as it | 
pre in heaven, saying : Misiut. s Sa of m 
sane is to our God. ion, and gle 
2 For true and just are his jud 
he get at wich corpo eco ih a a 
‘ ; a 
pis revenged the blood of his servants, at } 


3 And again the ot . 

spine for ever mi bee > Alleluia. And her 
4 And the four and twenty anci : 

t 3 

capi fell down and ited God that sitter t 
i pane plete Amen ; Alleluia. “a 
_And a voice came out from the th ing: G 
Lge our God, all ye his anes ; ie vou ti t 
4 ale and great. y f 
nd I heard as it were the voice itu 

of a great multitt 
an the voice of many waters, and as ch voice of a 
ear ers, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord our God 
ey hath reigned. 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and gi 
Hie wiacinde of th joice, and give glory to him ; : 
eed Sener e Lamb is come, and his wife hath pl 
nee a It is granted to her that she should clothe hers 

ne linen, glittering and white. For the fine line 
are i justifications of saints. | 
i aa 309 % said to me: Write: Blessed are they that 4® 1 his image. These two were cast alive into the 
pines er marriage supper of the Lamb. And he sat fe, burt ing with brimstone. 

Lay Agel fel words of God are true. the rest were slain by the sword of him that 
we ell down before his feet, to adore him. And! the horse, which proceedeth out of his mouth ; 
sie : - : See thou do it not: I am thy fellow setv™ birds were filled with their flesh. 

A se po esta who have the testimony of ; a a 
x. nor t i i ring 
piphictas e testimony of Jesus 1s the spirit 

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white hors€ 
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Since “ great Babylon came in remem- 
od before God, to give her the cup of 
of indignation of His wrath ” (xvi, 19,) 
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the story of her downf 
all ha , 
while the ultimate potary eenemphasis z 
because He is Lord of lords, and Kin fe 
has become more and more vivid] Se a 
ee now, after the great and awh Dic 7 
er doom, given in so much detail in cha re 
XV1l1, Our eyes are raised definitely to a 
Jerusalem which is above, which is our mothe 
which is free,” and for the first time we “ hes 
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bouee ‘ Hepnintine : salvation and glory ar 
wer is to our God.” It is the a 
the appeal of xviii, 20, made fe on 
angels round about the throne, whose numbe : 
thousands of thousands ” (v. 11, cp. Heb Z 
22). For the first time in the New Testamel 
we read the word Alleluia, which comes aga 
In verses 3, 4 and 6, but nowhere else in ¢ 
sacred volume. Notice the force of the ere: 
combination, “salvation, glory, and power 
containing within itself a very history of God 
loving work on behalf of men (cp. xii, 10; Vi 
10), while in verse 2 a last reference is made t 

the great harlot,” which has brought mor 
Tuin upon the earth, and now most fitly li 
herself in ruins (cp. Jer., li, 2 5). Indeed ~ tru 
and just are the judgments of God!” Verse 
2 and 3 are the finishing touch to xviii, 21-2 
to which may be added xiv, 8 ; xvii, 2, 5 ; Vill 
3. (Cp. Is., xxxiv, 9-16). Once more we ait 
bidden open our ears to the songs of the blesse¢ 
the four and twenty ancients, of whom we hav 
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ard since xiv, 3, are discovered in the act 
ration ; again the calm music of Alleluia 
d. Allis in order and at peace ; we may 
Jad and rejoice, and give glory to God,” 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
ife (His Church, ‘ purchased for Himself 
dis own Blood ’) hath prepared herself.” 


; the message of ‘a great multitude ”’ 


os 


as 1t were the voice of much people in heal 6), a second choir, not the same as the 


yf verse 1, the innumerable multitude of 

who rejoice, not so much because Babylon 

n, but because ‘“‘ the kingdoms of this 

are become Our Lord’s and His Christ’s, 

s shall reign for ever and ever. Amen” 

Bay). (Cp. xii, 10). 

le marriage of the Lamb ”’ is a phrase that 

mr attention. It is the note of transition 

final vision of the Book, though “a 
nd years ”’ are to pass before its consum- 
. (xx, 2), and the Bride herself shall not 
y revealed till we reach ch. xxi. As far 
is Osee (II, 19, 20), and still more in 
el ee): and again in Psalm 44, the 
is of the King are depicted at great length ; 
in the Gospels, in the parables of the Ten 
S, and of the Marriage of the King’s Son 
XXV, xxii), Our Lord has chosen this 
to reveal His gracious purposes, rejoicing 
ak of Himself as the Bridegroom, and of 
embers of His Church as “ the children of 


fidegroom ” (Mark, ii, 19). (Cp. Jn., in, 
1 Cor., xi, 2; Ephes., v, 22-32; also 
;. 139 









































The Apocalypse of St. Fohn 


a. The Apocalypse of St. fohn 
G5 ENR: 7 ‘ & ; 

pre) af prophecy ten. i, 2.3: Vi, Oy mee, 
_ “ The testimony to Jesus ” is the true 
i profession of the Catholic faith, a life- 
vitness to the truth and claims of Our 
a life of devoted service corresponding 
““ everlasting love ” for us, culminating 
es, nay, frequently, in martyrdom, the 
st proof of love (Jn., xv, 13). Thus the 


witness ”’ i 


The raj 
unlike that of the harlot Lary ee Bri 
> 4 , a 


€¢ 
of fine linen, glitteri 

‘ he unen, guttering and white. ” 
the justifications of saints.” a 
generation,” of “the clean ‘of he 

destiny is “‘ to see God.” Thus has she “ 

ah cot 
ine herself ,; —a striking phrase, to be Le 
bi y a Ephes., v, 25, where we are tole 
tty “a ea _ presented ”’ His Bride ¢ 
» ail glorious, not havin 

oe ' ; | 
ara = any such thing, but holy aad vit u 
co-operation on our part is ; 
neede 
Mi ng effective Our Lord’s restoring work 1 
our be alf. We are to be “ with Him.” new 
against Him”: ‘ im, a 
| ae lag ; to gather with Him, ney 
” catter, and there is no alternative. (Cp. | 
OF, Vil, 13 LD Jn, iii, 3; Jud | 
“ And he said to m 33 babi, : 
: me ‘’—probably it : 
Angel of xvii, 1, that no : or of 


’ 


for 1ts 
ce the cla 


art,” wh a 


is not only a servant and friend 
Lord, but also a “‘ prophet ” who is not 
d of the Gospel, who does not deny his 
sefore men, but who “ with his mouth 
‘confession unto salvation.” (Read I 
9-12). And having made our own this 
ing principle of all true fellowship with 
ord, per crucem ad lucem, we are again 
‘taise our eyes to heaven, for its gates 
ned, and we are to see the most glorious 


«< w spoke ; or of i, I+ Aaa 
Write,” he said. f cae: > ae t described in this Book. It is a proces- 
EE abl , tor what is written end Victory—the final triumph of Our Lord. 


(ep sis writing its importance is emphasise 
that h , 13). There was an idea at one tim 
ils Apocalypse came to an end with thi 
gracious invitation (for the wording of which p 
hilt oe 2 > xxl, 3; Luke, xiv, 17; Apoge 
in aaa also Is., xxv, 6), yet it does but ushe 
the Vj ong and glorious close of the story ® 
€ Victory of the Cross of Christ, which forms 
conclusion of the sacred volume. And © 
ow this victory is to be gained, we are reminded 
at Once, in verse 10, by the phrase: “‘ the testi- 
mony of Jesus (7.e., the testimony to Jesus) 1s ™ 
140 


i the Apocalypse a door was opened in 
(iy, 1), and more than once the Sanctuary 
is been disclosed to view (xi, 19; XV; 5), 
equently the Angels descend from heaven 
Xiv, 17; xviii, 1); but what we are now 
is on a far larger scale. There is “ the 
lorse,”” ever the symbol of victory . . . 
t the passage speak for itself, without 
nt ; let it be committed to memory ; we 
d but a few notes in illustration of the 
ftext. For the “ white horse,” cp. vi, 2 ; 
ful and true ”—both epithets are applied 
I41 
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phatic, as the Celestial Warrior, followed 

e armies that are in heaven ”’ (the Angels 

ly, rather than the Saints, ‘‘ who follow 

mb whithersoever He goeth,”) goes forth, 

zing, and to conquer, with His sharp two- 

sword, and to shepherd all nations with a 

iron, by the power of His words, which 
ever pass away, though heaven and earth 
y so (cp. II Cor., x, A). 

dan Angel standing in the sun ”’ (perhaps 
el of the sun, like the other elemental 
3 of the waters, etc., cp., XV1, 5); “ cries with 
voice,” for no incident of the great history 
scape the notice of “the birds that fly 
1 the midst of heaven © —an image of all 
orrowed from Ezechiel (xxxix, 17), and 
d pointedly by Our Lord, where He 


i 


of “the eagles being gathered together, 
er the body shall be ” (Mt., xxiv, 28).— 
ain a gracious invitation is given, to “a 
upper,” for the house of God must be 
and yet there is room 7 |. Je ts: fo..2m 
+meal that the summons is issued,—to a 
fier the victory is won, after the burden 
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to Our Lordini,'s ; iti,7,14. “ He; 
fights 2 : note the vai a the «judges 7 
judges first, and then He “ fights » & 
xi, 3-5. And His judgments are “ a 
cp. Ps., xcv,13. Our Lord, as St. John Ch | 
tom says, is at once Soldier and Bridegroog 
His eyes are as a flame of fire ’’, c — 
18 ; He has a crown of “ many ‘indel ‘— 
He is King of kings, cp. Zach., vi, 11 Phi 
c ane ‘ » Viy »12;5 Ph: 
49 ; Apoc.,1,18. He has a Name, “ which 
above every name” (Phil., ii, 9) which « 
man knoweth but Himself ’’—a primary instan 
of the meaning ever to be attached in the wri ia 
of St. John to the word “ know.” To “ know 
1S to penetrate,” to “ fathom to the depth of 
3 estimate rightly,” to “ appreciate to the full 
‘a Ilo.) (Cp. Mt., xi, 27). “ What I do, ¥ 
ow not now, but you shall know hereafter 
(Jn., xiii, a for ‘‘ now we know in part ; her 
after we shall know even as we are known 
4 Cor., xiii, 12). And for the raiment of t 
King, cp. Is., Ixii, 1-5 ; indeed “ our belove 
is white and ruddy ” (Cant., v, 10-16). ~ An 
8 Name ti Pere The Word of God “= 

se, as Fr. Allo says, that furnishes us wit: ats oO 
j os s oe ee ring proofs or 7 iv, Se ae copious food a 
jn., i, 1-14; Wisdo: the Apocalypse. (SS great supper ” comprehends all the spoil 
peti Gs : om, XVIII, 14-16 ; e _ Le rreat battle of Armageddon (xvi, 16). 
NE tice the spirit of absolute Victor, It of it goes without mention in verse 18 ; 
- irresistible Power that runs through the s and tribunes, mighty men that sit on 
t a verses. The thrice repeated pronowe free men euimes little and great — 
and he ” (cp. Is., Ixiii, 1-3), is most SUNS € named. And at the last “the beast,” 
142 | 4 143 
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allied with “ the kings of the earth ” 


who are “ to fight with the La (CP. vii 
ee oO mb 4 : 
come (xvii, 14), is ‘‘ taken,” like a thief ail a | 


(the Greek word is a favouri 
‘< ; | urite o : ‘| 
J ohn), and with him the fae ‘ wi : , an angel coming down from heaven, having the 
(xvi, 13), who “ wrought the signs ” Sa a e bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand. 
IN Xill, 13-15. “‘ These two a a he laid hold on the dragon the old serpent, which 
Dan., vii, 11) into the pool of € cast alive (c il and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 
Penrice » (F h pool of fire burning * ye cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 
8. f or the phrase cp. Xx, TO t a seal upon him, that he should no more seduce 
oom, also Mt., v, 22; Mark, ix 43 5 Jam s, till the thousand years be finished. And after 
ii, 6; Ezech., xxxviii, 22; Gen <i a = ust be loosed a little time. 
“the sword that slew the rest a3” E 4). I [ saw seats ; and they sat upon them ; and judg- 
17; Heb., i Test, cp. Ephesy given unto them ; and the souls of them that were 
Sele eal ta aah Such invitations are but. fie th f d for th ae 
beginnings of th ‘ s for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word o 
8 gs of the good things which God 
prepared for those who love Him to the end. 


































CHAPTER XX 


who had not adored the beast nor his image, nor 
is character on their foreheads, or in their hands ; 
ivec and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
est of the dead lived not, till the thousand years 
ied. This is the first resurrection. 

d and holy is he that hath part in the first 
n. In these the second death hath no power ; 
all be priests of God and of Christ ; and shall 
| im a thousand years. 
yhen the thousand years shall be finished, Satan 
osed out of his prison, and shall go forth, and 

ations, which are over the four quarters of the 
, and Magog, and shall gather them together to 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 

ley came upon the breadth of the earth, and 
sd the camp of the saints, and the beloved city. 
here came down fire from God out of heaven, 
red them ; and the devil, who seduced them, was 

ne pool of fire and brimstone, where both the 


i the false prophet shall be tormented day and 
ever and ever. 
| I saw a great white throne, and one sitting upon 
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it, from whose face the earth and heaven f] 
there ae no place found for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, great and small inom 
presence of the throne, and the books Were Open 
another book was opened, which is the book of lif a 
the dead were judged by those things which we : 
in ae according to their works. 

ta the sea gave up the dead that were in ; | 
death and hell gave up their dead that were in the a: 
they were judged every one according to their works. 

14 And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire 
This is the second death. 1 

15 And whosoever was not found written j t J 
life, was cast into the pool of fire. ae 
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wer of God casteth out Devils!” For 
ries “‘ a strong man armed kept his court, 
the things which he possessed were at 
a peace of death, a season of decay, 
of truth and charity ; ‘‘ but a Stronger than 
; come upon him, and overcome him ; One 
hose Kingdom there is no end, and Who 
“taken away all the armour of the strong 
wherein he trusted, and has distributed his 
, ‘while He bids His disciples know that 
has overcome the world.” Yet it is not 
me golden period of peace and ease that we 
) look forward. ‘“‘ The thousand years ”’ 
for a long, unbroken period, that shall 
lose when “‘‘ the Son of man shall be seen 
g in the clouds of heaven, to judge the 
*, ‘They began on the first Good Friday, 
fou will, on the first Easter Day, or, if you 
t the vision of Constantine, when he came 
tm the truth that in the sign of the Cross 


ed away, an, 


re writte 


THE note of victory, so clearly sounded i 
Ch, xix, 17, Fb. (perhaps the most brillian 
icture of Our Lord in all Scripture) continue 
in the opening verses of this chapter, and tht 
scenes, as before, succeed one another in rapic 
succession. Notice the accumulation of word: 
and phrases haga of power and authority m 
verses I-3—the Angel comes from heaven : he he sho r Lor 
holds a key, and a great chain in his hand: ne no  olheptinal ration, Aes eg 
lays hold” of the dragon, who is powerless te Meter hate His disciples. His Church 
resist him : he ' binds ” him for an indefinite is Name’s sake : but He ‘hes dean of the 
per iod : he “ casts him into the bottomless pity t by the way and His Head, bowed low in 
ia shuts him up , and “ sets a seal” upom ‘is now exalted. His Church lives, ever 
sae ati should no more seduce Mig it, ever new, conquering every artifice and 
S p. Jn., vili, 44; Apoc., xu, 9 | 10n of her enemy, despised and rejected 
till when? “ Till the thousand years be fm rawing Beads Basch 4 Tie: ainsi in 
ished”! Assuredly “the fullness of time 9% age of “ Jesus Christ, the same sterile 
come,” “ the Kingdom of God has come upoB “a } . 


the world, and the Desired of all nations “ Wi™® , 4 oy Saget - Hag va pages? 
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s ever victorious, even as it is ever vulgar, 
mire, and self-assertive ; but many a victory 
ined that is never recorded in the annals 
se world, but only in the Books of everlasting 
- the Church remains, the pillar and ground 
‘uth, the faithful witness, the city on a hill 
: cannot be hid, while “‘ the gentiles rage, and 
people devise vain things, against the Lord 
“His Anointed ; but He that dwelleth in 
en shall laugh at them, and the Lord shall 
je them.” (Ps., il). 

rom the beginning until now the voice of 
aliel rings clear, though it fall on unheeding 
“Take heed to yourselves what you intend 
0, as touching these men: refrain from 
,and let them alone : for if this counsel, or 
work be of men, it will come to nought. 
if it be of God, you cannot overthrow it, 
fou be found even to fight against God.” 
, V, 35, 38). Few questions perhaps have 
1 more vigorously discussed than this one of 
‘thousand years ”—the Millenium, as it is 
[; and only in this one passage in all 
ture is the Kingdom of Christ so described. 
‘it should be taken in the figurative way 
set forth, is in accordance with Ps., Ixxxix, 
d Il Pet., iii, 8, and was first advocated by 
Augustine. Fr. Allo declares it to be the 
ect view, even as it is the most simple, 
Certainly the most encouraging. ‘This 
phecy of the Millenium,” he says, (page 301), 
wh fits in perfectly with the other Prophecies 
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lueegnt aay ply too, unless the hands of Our 
i race has conquered 
temptation and death — 
ptati have lost their sting 
heaven is open to all believers, for a crea ial 
has been paid, and God wills all men he 
saved. It is inconceivable, nay, the ve ‘ide | 
would be a dishonour to God, to suppall ; - 
the victory of Our Lord by the Incarnation over 
the powers of darkness was anything short of 
complete and absolute. (Cp. Mt., xii; 28 4 
Jn., xii, 31). Human nature, indeed is left 
unchanged, and men have still the free use of 
their will ; but so great are the lights bestowed, 
so overwhelming is the Example bequeathed 0 
us, so infinite is the love that is lavished upon us. 
so strong are the means of grace ever at 0 It 
disposal, that if “ we despise (as we are still r 
liberty to do) the riches of God’s goodness, and 
patience, and long-suffering,” if we refuse (as 
we are still free to do) to allow ‘“‘the benigni y 
of God to lead us to penance,” and instead 
“treasure up for ourselves wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the just judgment 
of God, who will render to every man accor¢ ing 
to his works,” we are “ inexcusable,” to Use 
St. Paul’s striking phrase. (Rom., il, 1-6.) 
But such cases, many as they may be in evs y 
time, in no way affect the victory of Our Lore » 
or the very real and brilliant progress of His 
Cause through “‘ the thousand years,’ oF throug? 
His “‘ day”, if we please to call it so. It 186 
period of never-ending strife, indeed ; the world 
148 | 
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iture as the past. Notice, too, the beauty 
phrase “ the beloved city ’—the universal 

ch, and cp. Heb., xii, 22-24; Rom., ix. 

5: 1 Pet., ii, 10; while in the combination 

‘two phrases “ day and night for ever and 

? we have “‘as strong an expression for 

ute endlessness as Biblical language 

is.’ And with a further vision of “a 

white throne,” expressive of victory and 

, of calm after the storm, the chapter comes 

end. (Cp. Mt., xxv, 41). 

é name of the Judge who sits on “ the 

ie’ is not given, but there is only one, 
eb., Xii, 23 ; James, iv, 12) and ne a is 
olour of His throne. ‘Throughout this 
“He that sits upon the throne ” is the 
menatner ; (Cp. iv, 2,9; V, I, 7, 13 3 Vi, 16; 
0, 15; xix, 4; xxi, 5); but “the Father 
not judge any man, but hath given all 
nent to the Son, that all men may honour 
90n, as they honour the Father ’’ (John, v, 
2; and cp. Acts, xvii, 31 ; Il Cor., v, 10; 
)Xiv, 10; II Tim., iv, 1). ‘‘ The Father 
€ Son are one, and the Son cannot do any- 
of Himself, but what He seeth the Father 
$; for what things soever He doth, these 
On also doth in like manner.” (Jn., x, 
_We should notice the strong expression 
a away ’’, the only time it occurs in Scrip- 
SO much stronger than ‘‘ pass away”, 
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the cause of God. Wer 
XXXVI, Xxxix. Magog a | 
2, as the name of ei son of Taphad 0 oa 
appears in Ezechiel (xxxviii, 2), as the ~ . 
the King of Magog, and of the n  chbouill 
tribes of Rosh and Thubal, on th an 
south-eastern shores of the Black coud mh 
two ever stand for the heathen and Goda J 
“signs Hs the earth, against whom ve aa c 

ur face”, “ Projects shall enter ; ; 
5 eh and they shall conceive a. misglil a 
Paik ; but God “ will break the bow in the 
eft hand, and cause the arrows to fall out « 
their right hand, and His Holy Name shall } 
profaned no more, and the nations shall kno 
that He is the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 
They shall bury Gog, and all his multitude 
and it shall be called the valley of the multitu 
of Gog. And I will bring back the captivity ¢ 
Jacob, and will have mercy on all the house « 
Israel : and I will be jealous for My Holy Name. 
It was so of old ; and their history describes th 
end with equal power and truth. ’ The languag 
of St. John at this point is mainly taken from thi 
Old ‘Testament. “The sand of the sea”, ft 
example, is ever a picture of a great host, 
(cp. Gen., xii, 17; Jos., xi, 4; Jude, vii, 12 
Judith, ii, 20) while for the phrase: “the camp 
of the Saints ’” cp. Ezech., xxxviii, 15, alse 
eee 
pect they shall. come,” but St. Joni Which cp. Mt., xiii, 31; II Pet., iii, 10), 
writing in his usual oT way, and sees ned as itis, by the final phrase aM there ste 
| % 153 
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no place found for them ” - (cp. A 


“ The door is shut ” : the clos Pa 0C., xii, 8 
has come : “ | © Of Opportuni 
e: “I know you not,” is the short an 
final answer from within. (Mt., xxv sore 
Notice, too, the solemnit of ve 2} | 
cp. Lk : Vy verse 12. 4 
p. Lk., xxi, 36. The dead, both "great a 
a. » (CP. Xix, 5,18—a phrase that points { 
, ue nothingness of human distinctions * 
stand, aroused, as on their trial, and “books? 
pe My oad i are " opened ”, (cola he tabernacle of God with d he will dwell 
12), and a ee the tabernacle of God with men, an wi 
their works.” (Cp, Mt, sv 37, Rome! alate 
. ¢ a + 3 Wi ; 
. 6 af U Cor., v, 10). The Resurrection of t id God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes : 
ead is then described in verses 13 and 14, an ath shall be no more, nor mourning, nor crying, nor 
nti “ws words “this is the second death ” ¢ shall be any more, for the former things are passed 
al doom of the lost is summarised. Betwee -.. 
them and the abode of the blessed there. etn te al timighe ar yap iagi abe 
fixed a great chaos, so that they who woul st faith : Badd ae. ieee Or 
pass from one to the other cannot do so: I 1 he said to me: It is done. I am Alpha and 
blessed are comforted, the lost are tormented. jthe beginning and the end. To him that thirsteth, 
(Lk., XV, 25), (cp. Dan., xii, 1, 2; Jn., v, 20 ve of the fountain of the water of life, freely. 
heir portion is appointed with theme ha eo Overcome shall possess these things, and 
crites, and they shall go i lasti isk ens God ; and he shall be my son. 

A y S. go into everlasting pumis it the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
ment, (Mt., XXIV, 51), but ‘‘ the redeemed utderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
the Lord shall return, and shall come im 3, anc all liars, they shall have their portion in the 
Zion with praise, and everlasting joy shall be ning with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and mourning shall we 
away “—(Is., xxxv, 10)—the theme that 
or in the two closing chapters © 

OOK, 


CHAPTER XXI 


aw a new heaven and a new earth. For the first 
and the first earth was gone, and the sea is now no 
d I John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
1 for her husband. 

d I heard a great voice from the throne, saying : 


& 


c] 
— 


id there came one of the seven angels, who had the 
ll of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, 
*Come, and I will shew thee the bride, the wife of 


ni d he took me up in spirit to a great and high 
“in: and he shewed me the holy city Jerusalem 
8 down out of heaven from God, 


155 


154 


eS 
y! 


7 ‘The Apocalypse of St. John 
The A | s 
‘pocalypse of St. John e. to shine in it. For the glory of God hath enlight- 


‘jt, the Lamb is the lamp thereof. 
Wi Phe Pons shall walk in the light of it : and the 
at the earth shall bring their glory and honour into it. 
- And the gates thereof shall not be shut by day : for 
. shall be no night there. ba 
6 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
jons into it. a oe Pei hen 
| , There shall not enter into it any thing defiled, or tha 
west, “eth abomination or maketh a lie, but they that are 


ten in the book of life of the Lamb. 











































be Aga the glory of God, and the light thereof was 
precious stone, as to the jasper stone, even ae 
crystal. | 

12 And it had a wall great and high, having twelye oat 
and in the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
hae are the names of the twelve tribes of the children o 

srael, _ 

13 On the east, three gates: and on the north. thre 
gates : and on the south, three gates: and on the 

three gates. 

14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, ane 
in them, the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. | 

15 And he that spoke with me, had a measure of a reed 
of gold, to measure the city and the gates thereof, and tht 
wall. 

16 And the city lieth in a foursquare, and the lengt 
thereof is as great as the breadth : and he measured the city 
with the golden reed for twelve thousand furlongs, and the 
length and the height and the breadth thereof are equal. 

17 And he measured the wall thereof an hundred forty- 
four cubits, the measure of a man, which is of an angel. 

18 And the building of the wall thereof was of jasper 
stone : but the city itself pure gold, like to clear glass. 

1g And the foundations of the wall of the city were 
adorned with all manner of precious stones. The first 
foundation was jasper : the second, sapphire : the third, @ 
chalcedony : the fourth, an emerald : 

20 The fifth, sardonyx : the sixth, sardius : the seventh, 
chrysolite : the eighth, beryl : the ninth, a topaz : the tenth, ~ 
a chrysoprasus : the eleventh, a jacinth: the twelfth, am 
amethyst. cal 
21 And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, one to 1 he 
and every several gate was of one several pearl. An a 
street of the city was pure gold, as it were transpaaay Je “i 
22 And I saw no temple therein. For the Lor 
Almighty is the temple thereof, and the Lamb. ¢ thea 
23 And the city hath no need of the sun, nor © : 
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 LORIOUS things are said of thee, O City 
| Sot God ” and a these, stated with a full- 
; and beauty unequalled in all Scripture, we 
‘now free to direct our attention. “ The 
f indeed, is not told us,” for “‘ eye hath not 
. nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
heart of man, what things God has prepared 
them that love Him ”, (I Cor., ii, 9); yet, 
ar as human language is capable of expressing 
we have here a full revelation of the City of 
yd, of “our Father’s house in which there 
“many mansions.” (Jn., xiv, 2). “Thy 
edom, O Lord, is a Kingdom of all ages, 
1 Thy dominion endureth throughout all 
lerations ”. (Ps., cxliv, 13). The record is 
fined to two short chapters, which are per- 
9s best read as forming one great picture of 
€ triumph of the Church purchased by the 
ecious Blood of Our Lord. Every means 1s 
ilised to enable the picture to convey to us its 
‘at and encouraging lesson. The wiping 
vay of all tears from our eyes, the abolition of 
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all sorrow, the end of all parti | 
things new—these are 4 aah of th hp: Waking all 
touches that speak to us with an cho Simple 
their own of perfect peace and union tpn” 
unbroken rest, in the Kingdom which } rt 
pleased our Father to give us (Lk ha | 
Father, I will that where I am ‘the isd 
whom Thou hast given Me may be with Me. 
that they may see My glory which Thou haee 
given Me, because Thou hast loved Me before 
the formation of the world "such was C : 
Lord’s last prayer and desire for His own ; and 
now St. John, His beloved disciple, is privilegec i 
in the two closing chapters of the Bible. to 
describe for us the City where our Lord 
dwells, and he does so by Naming its vast 
dimensions, its walls of precious stones. its 
streets of gold, its freedom from attack, the D e 
light which enlightens it, so that there is no night 
there, nor any need to close its gates, either by 
day or by night, for all is secure. “ Thy sun, O 
City of God, shall go down no more, and thy 
moon shall not decrease ; for the Lord shall be 
unto thee for an everlasting light, and the days 
of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people 
shall be all Just, they shall inherit the land for 
ever, the branch of My planting, the work of 

My hand, to glorify Me.” (Is., Ix, 20, 21). 
And I saw a new heaven, and a new 
earth” . . . thus majestically does the writer begin 
his story, using a phrase already familiar from ~ 
the Old Testament (cp. Is., Ixiv, 4; Ixv, 173 
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22), and to be met with also in the New, 


Seeret., iii, 12, 13 ; Heb., viii, 13; I Cor., 


)). Inthe phrase, “ the sea is now no more”, 


_ best to trace a reference to the ancient 
or of the open sea, as a scene of disasters and 
h, the abode of storms and tempests, while 


t divider, that separates friends from one 
her ; but now all are united, happy in their 


her’s home. ‘“ And I saw the Holy City"; 


se “ builder and maker is God ”’, (Heb., xi, 
‘the “lasting city, which is to come, for 
th we seek’’, (Heb., xiii, 14), the ideal 
salem, for which men from the beginning 
‘looked and sighed, (cp. Is., liv, Ix ; Ezech., 


: ) and to which we now have full access. 


ad Heb., xii, 22-24). 

he City is ‘‘ prepared as a bride adorned for 
husband ’’—a figure already used in xix, 7, 
for the full meaning of which cp. I Pet., iii, 
. Then “a great voice ” is heard—not the 


of one of the Angels of the Sacred Presence, 
N Xvi, 17 and xix, 5. ‘‘ Behold the Taber- 
€ of God with men, and He shall dwell with 
n”’, it says. The music and power of the 


ne “Emmanuel ” runs through these great 
‘ds: “ God with us”?! The word “ taber- 
te”, here used, should be carefully noted, 
though we are speaking of “‘ the lasting City 
Sod ”, yet it is here spoken of as a “ tent ”— 
Ingularly flimsy and temporary abode, How 


too 
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is this? Let us remember that ; i 
“ tent’? that God’s sacred Precae pe __ 
vouchsafed to His chosen people : “I wy; bes 
my tent in the midst of you, and my soul s all 
not cast you off ”, (Lev., xxvi, 11), (cp. Ezech.. 
XXXVII, 24-28), and never did this figure suggest 
to the devout Jewish mind the least idea of Godiz 
union with them and dwelling amongst them a 
being merely temporary. No; “I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people” was the 
idea deeply fixed in their minds and hearts by the 
figure of the “ tabernacle ”’, or “ tent ”, in their 
midst, and such a word from God does not pass 
away, or return to Him idle. From the begin- 
ning, every eye was set on “ the true taberna le. 
which the Lord would pitch, and not man.’ 
_ (Heb., viii, 2). And let us never forget that 
when “‘ in the fullness of time, Our Lord came, é 
High Priest of the good things to come, by 2 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation ”, 
(Heb., ix, 11) the fact is announced to us in the 
words : “and the Word was made flesh, and 
tabernacled (dwelt) amongst us ”’, (Jn., 1, 14)— 
the old figure being thus retained ; it has played 
its part well from the beginning ; it shall abide 
to the end. “God Himself with them ”’, with 
all that savours of sorrow and the parting of 
friends “‘ passed away ”—such is the reward OF 
faithful souls! ‘‘ We are now the sons of God; 
and it hath not yet appeared what we shall be. 
We know, that, when He shall appear, we § 
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like to Him, because we shall see Him as He 
(1 Jn., iii, ays) (ene: Is., xxv Sack wae 
er., xxiv, 7; Ezech., xi, 20; Zach., viii, 8). 
The old things are passed away ; behold all 
ings are made new’. (II Cor., v, 17). 
Verses 6, 7 and 8, form a great conclusion to 
is section of the chapter, and abound with 
rases already familiar from earlier chapters 
mis Book, “It is done”’, cp. xvi, 17; 
Ipha and omega ’”’, cp. i, 8; (also cp. Is., 
7, 6 ; xlviii, 12 ; Rom., xi, 36) ; “‘ give freely ”, 
vii, 16, 17; (also cp. Is., lv, 1-3; Jn., iv, 14; 
38; Mt., x, 8); “‘ he that shall overcome ”, 
li, 7 etc. Every word speaks of the lavish 
srosity of God’s mercies, and all culminates 
he phrase : “‘ I will be his God, and he shall 
My son”, (Cp. Rom., viii, 17; Gal., vi, 7), 
he idea of “* possession ”’ or rather “ inheri- 
se’, as the reward of “‘ conquest’. For the 
of transgressors named in verse 8, we may 
ipare ix, 21 ; none of these ‘‘ hath inheritance 
the Kingdom of Christ and of God”. 
wees, V, 5). 

Jith verse g,a fresh section begins, full of 
Same note of majesty. ‘‘ And there came 
: Of the seven Angels ’’, the same that revealed 
St. John ‘‘ the condemnation of the great 
lot ’’, (xvii, 1), and he is now “ to show the 
de, the wife of the Lamb ”’, referring back to 
7, and resuming the thread of the story then 
ipped. “‘ The great and high mountain ”’ is 
- Mount Sion (xiv, 1), but merely a powerful 
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symbol to denote aloofness from evil, 4} 
cleanness of heart necessary for those who 
would view the “‘ holy City Jerusalem ” aright, 
" Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall 
see God.” The holy City 
God”, (cp. Is., lx, 1) even as “we all its 


citizens, beholding the glory of the Lord with 
open face, shall be transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of 


the Lord.’’ (II Cor., iii, 18) (cp. Exod., xl, 32) 
“ God is light ”’, (Jn., i, 4, 8, 9; viii, 12 ; xii 
46), and by this figure, aided by the brilliance. 


of precious stones, an attempt is now made t 


source of its beauty. The word translated 
“light ’” in verse I1, is an expressive word that 
denotes “‘ something in which light is concen- 
trated, and thence radiates ’”’. Thus the Saints 
are “lights ” in this sense, (cp. Dan., xii, 3; 
Phil., ii, 16), for “ they shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and instruct many to justice, 
as stars for all eternity”; but they receive 
their light from “ the true light which enlight- 
eneth every man that cometh into the world ~ 
(Jn., 1, 8). 

In verse 12 we pass from the beauty 
City to its vast dimensions. It has “a wa 
great and high”, (cp. Is., xxvi, 1), the exac 


height of which is stated in verse 17 ; * 


“twelve gates”, like the city describe a 

Ezech., xlviii, 31-35; it has “twelve foun 

tions ”’ and “‘ names are written thereon . 
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twelve tribes of Israel are here closely coupled 
with the twelve Apostles of the Lamb, for the 
Church of the New Law is built on that of the 


.) 
. 
Lasll 
= 
a 
' 


Old. (Cp. Mt., xix, 28; Ephes., ii, 20; also 
Is., xxviii, 16; I Pet., ii, 6). The gates are to 
the East, and to the North, and to the South, 
and to the West, for the Church of God is 
universal, the Gentiles are its inheritance, the 
utmost parts of the earth are its possession, and 
to the whole world the Gospel of the Kingdom 
is to be preached. ‘‘ God wills alJ men to be 
saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
mata. (Cp. Is., xxxiii, 20, 21 ; Lk., xiii, 29). 
And this idea of the universality of God’s 
Kingdom, leads naturally to the measurement 
of its vast dimensions. We should expect them 
to be very large, for it contains ‘‘ many man- 
ions’, and here again we should refer to 
izechiel (xl, 3-49), and let us note that while in 
1, 1, St. John himself measures “‘ the temple of 
God and the altar”, here the skill of an Angel 
is needed for the task, while the instrument of 
measurement is not a reed, plucked from the 
Jordan’s bank, but a rod of gold. And first, 
“the City lieth in a four-square”’, i.e., it is a 
perfect cube, its length, breadth, and height all 
Deing equal, as was the new City and Temple of 
‘Ezechiel (xli, 21 ; xliii, 16), as was the Holy of 
‘Holies in the Temple of Solomon (3 Kings, 
‘Vi, 20). This perfect cube is a symbol of 
permanence and perfection. (Cp. Ephes., iii, 
she As to the actual measurement given, 
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*““ twelve thousand furlongs ”’—a furlong is 606 
feet, so that the measurement reaches the sum 
of 1,500 English miles, making the City 344 
miles square. “‘ Such dimensions, of course 
defy imagination, and are permissible only in 


the language of symbolism”. St. John, in | 


fact, gives the New Jerusalem a superficial area 


of 2,250,000 square miles, greater than that of © 


all Europe! The number Twelve again pre- 


dominates in the measurement of the wall in _ 


verse 17, (cp. vii, 4; xiv, 1). It is not clear, 


however, whether St. John means to give the _ 


breadth of the wall, or its height, but “probably 


the latter, in which case we cannot but be — 
struck by the great disproportion between its — 
height, (216 feet) and that of the cube (7,000,000 — 


feet). But may it not be that this very dis- 
proportion is intentional, for no enemy is to 


attack and invade the City; “‘all its children — 
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be © 
their peace ; ”’ (Is., liv, 11-14) ; “‘ justice dwelleth — 
there,” and “terror shall not come nigh.” So — 


that the walls are not for defence, but merely 
for delimitation, and it matters not whether it 


be man or angel that takes these measurements, — 


for “‘ the measure of a man is the measure of an 
angel”, angels being fellow-servants of God 
with man. (xix, 10; xxii, 9) 


And now by the splendour of precious stones — 


of every kind, by pure gold and transparent 

glass, the glory of the City is portrayed to us In 

verses 18-22. Our Lord Himself used the 
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_ imagery of precious stones and pearls for what 
_ was dear to Him, (cp. Mt., xiii, 45, 46), and 
_ throughout the Old Testament the figure is one 
of frequent occurrence. (Cp. especially Is., 
liv, 11, 12 ; Tob., xiii, 21-23 ; Ezech., xxviii, 13), 
while in Tobias, (xiii, 21-23) we read these 
_ prophetic words: “The gates of Jerusalem 
shall be built of Sapphire, and of Emerald, and 
all the walls thereof round about of precious 
stones : all its streets shall be paved with white 
and clean stones, and Alleluia shall be sung in 
its streets. Blessed be the Lord, who hath 
_ exalted it, and may He reign over it for ever and 
ever. Amen.” The stones set in the breast- 
plate of the High Priest of old were twelve in 
_ number, (Exod., xxviii, 17-21), and eight of these 
find mention here. 

Finally, in verse 22, a great break is made by 
_ the words: ‘‘And I saw no temple therein’’, 
_ freeing us at once from all that is material, and 
_ bringing us back to the consideration of heaven 
as the Bride, the wife of the Lamb. (Cp. 
II Cor., vi, 16-18). For the great imagery of 
Meverse 23, cp. Is., Ix, 18-22; Apoc., xxii, 5 ; 
- Ps., xxxv, 10; with verse 24, cp. Is., Ix, 1-5 ; 
_ while verse 25 is a repetition of Is., lx, 11. 
_ Lastly, for verse 27, we may refer to Ezech., 
Meenv, 9; Dan., xii, 1-3; Tob., ii, 18. “ The 
~ meek shall inherit the land, and shall delight in 
_ abundance of peace.” (Ps., xxxvi, I1). 
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CHAPTER XXII 


AND he showed me a river of water of life, cl 
proceeding from the thone of God and of lie La 
2 In the midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of 
rina Cy was the ne of life, bearing twelve fruits, yielding 
ruits every month, and the | 
i healing 3 Pape dei eaves of the tree were for 
3 And there shall be no curse any more ; but the th 
OF Gia ad of Wie Canis shall be in it, and Kis actvaiie 
th ls ho shall be in it, and his servants 
4 And they shall see his face : 
as st is face : and his name shall be on 
5 And night shall be no more : and they shall not need 
the light of the lamp, nor the light of the sun, because the 
Lord God shall enlighten them, and they shall reign for 
ever and ever. 
6 And he said to me : These words are most faithful and 
true. And the Lord God of the spirits of the prophets 


sent his angel to shew his servants the things which must | 


be done shortly. 
7 And, Behold I come quickly. Blessed is he that 
keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book. 

8 And I, John, who have heard and seen these things. 
And after I had heard and seen, I fell down to adore before 
the feet of the angel, who shewed me these things. 

g And he said to me : See thou do it not : for I am thy 
fee eos a of thy brethren the prophets, and of 

em that keep the words of th is book. 
para p e prophecy of this 

10 And he saith to me: Seal not the words of the 
prophecy of this book : for the time is at hand. 

11 He that hurteth, let him hurt still: and he that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that is just, let him be 
justified still : and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still. 
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12 Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me, 
to render to every man according to his works. 


a 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the 


| 


eo. beginning and the end. 


14 Blessed are they that wash their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb : that they may have a right to the tree of life, and 
_ may enter in by the gates into the city. 


- 


____15 Without are dogs, and sorcerers, and unchaste, and 


_ murderers, and servers of idols, and every one that loveth 
and maketh a lie. 
_ 6 I, Jesus have sent my angel, to testify to you these 


things in the churches. I am the root and stock of David, 


the bright and morning star. 

___17 And the spirit and the bride say: Come. And he 
: that heareth, let him say : Come. And he that thirsteth, 
let him come: and he that will, let him take the water of 
life, freely. 

_ 18 For I testify to every one that heareth the words of 
_ the prophecy of this book : If any man shall add to these 
ae ei God shall add unto him the plagues written in this 
book. 

1g And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from these 


___ things that are written in this book. 


me, 20 He that giveth testimony of these things, saith, 
Surely I come quickly: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

te: 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen. 


“HERE is here no break in the sacred 

narrative ; the inspired artist continues to 
paint his picture, filling in the great outlines he 
has already drawn with exquisite details. We 
have noted the immense size of the Holy City, 
and the peace of all from whose eyes every tear 
is wiped away, and ya for eternity will be 
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Strangers to all mourning, and crv; 

sorrow. Our feet have Bisity mL sd a 
gteat street of the City—and it has but ot 
street—one ample thoroughfare of purest gold 
as it were transparent glass, in which all may 
foam, united in the perfect charity hie 
casteth out fear. And now, in the interior of 
the City, we are by the banks of “ the river of 
water of life, clear as crystal, and on both sides 
of the river 1s the tree of life, bearing twelve 
fruits, yielding its fruits every month, and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.” Indeed, “the stream of the river 
maketh glad the City of God, and the most 
High has sanctified His own tabernacle ” (Ps. 
xlv, 5). It is a picture of perfect peace, of a 
garden where all is in order, where flowers and 
fruits of refreshment and healing abound. The 
Angel of XXI, 9, reveals these things to us, in a 
vision that is a combination of Ezechiel xlvii, 
1-2, with Genesis ii, 9-15. Both passages should 
be carefully read, and be it noted how delightful 
it is in the close of the last Book of the Bible to 
find ourselves in the opening chapters of its very 
first Book! The phrase “the water of life” 
1s One of great power and beauty, and occurs 
frequently throughout all Scripture, cp. Cant., 
Iv, 15; Zach,. xiv, 8; Jer., xvii, 13; Ezech., 
xlvii, 9; and above all in Jn., vii, 38, and 
IVj:10, 13; 14); while its feature of being “‘ clear 
as crystal ’’ suggests the mission of the Holy 
Ghost, ever to lead the Church of Christ 
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“into all truth”, (Cp. Jn., xiv, 17,26). And 
ae between the street of the City and the river, 


on this side and on that ”’, there is ‘‘ the tree of 


a life ”, (cp. Gen., i, 11 ; i, 9} il, 22' yApoe <i 9), 
with its “‘ twelve fruits ’’, one for each month of 


the year, as suggested in Ezech., xlvii, 12, (and 


ep. Gal., v, 22)—fruits ever in season, and never 
 cloying, fruits that shall refresh all men, both 
Jew and Gentile, for “all are one in Christ 
_ Jesus, heirs according to the promise’. (Gal., 
ie iit, 28, 20). 


“And there shall be no curse any more ” ; 


~ “people shall dwell in the City, and there shall 
_ be no more anathema, but Jerusalem shall sit 
secure.” (Zach., xiv, 11)—such a complete 
_ reversal of Gen., iii, 19,—and the Beatific 
Vision shall be their reward ! (Cp. Apoc., vii, 9, 


15; also Job, xix, 26; Ps., xvi, 15; Mt., v, 8; 


» 1 Jn., iii, 2; I Cor., xiii, 12). ‘‘ His name, too, 


shall be on their foreheads ”’, (cp. iii, 12), “ and 
night shall beno more.” (Verse 5 is a repetition 
of xxi, 23, 25, with which cp. Is.,Ix,19). ‘‘ And 
they shall reign for ever and ever ”’, for “ servire 
Deo regnare est”’ ; so shall ‘“‘ the saints of the 
most high God take the Kingdom, and possess 
it for ever and ever.” (Dan., vii, 18)—(Cp. 
Jer., xxxi, 13). ‘“‘ With God is the Fountain of 
Life, and in His Light we shall see Light, (Ps., 
Xxxv, 10) ; we shall be filled with joy with His 
Countenance ; (Ps., xv, 11) ; and great shall be 
the Peace of His Children.’’ (Is., liv, 13). 

The visions of the Apocalypse are now ended, 
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and the remaining verses form an epilo 

all that has gone before, a ES caniculation “at che 
teaching of this Book. They are written in a 
disjointed style, so that it is not always easy to 
distinguish the speakers, or to trace the con- 
nexion of the thought. Indeed, as Fr. Allo 
remarks, any commentary on these closing 
verses is almost an irritation, obscuring the 
beauty of a finish so fair. ‘‘ These words are 
most faithful and true,’’—so it begins. Go back 
to the commencement, and recall the points 
insisted upon in this history, for a history it is. 
The Epistles to the Seven Churches showed the 
Church of Christ at work in the world of men, 
speaking of what the Good Shepherd had done 
on our behalf, and of what He expected in 
return. ‘The evil of sin, the danger of tepidity 
and scandals, the necessity of self-denial, the 
need of vigilance, the beauty of patience, the 
spirit of endurance, the severity of life’s battle, 
the reward of fidelity to the end—all these and 
more were then insisted upon, and their places 
shown in the warfare we have all to wage. The 
claims of our Lord on the love and obedience of 
men were shown forth for all to see, with the 
earnest appeal, repeated again and again: “ be 
zealous and do penance: he that hath an ear, 
let him hear : to him that overcometh I will give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise 
of my God.”’ Then, in chapter iv, our eyes were 
lifted to see a door opened in heaven, and “ the 
things which must be done hereafter ” were 
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portrayed to view. There was a Book, sealed 
_ with seven seals, and the Book spoke of full and 
accurate records of the lives of men, by which, 
_ in God’s great Day, they shall stand or fall. 
_ And He who alone is worthy “ to take this Book 
and open the seals thereof”? is our Lord, 
_ “ because He was slain, and thus redeemed us to 
_ God in His Blood ”—a great price, freely paid, 
but not to be paid in vain, for God is not 
' mocked. The great day of wrath is to come, 
in which only those are able to stand who are 
~ come out of great tribulation, and have washed 
_ their robes, and made them white in the Blood 
of the Lamb. Victory shall assuredly attend 
the cause of our Lord: He knows nothing of 
defeat or failure: He goes forth conquering, 
and to conquer. In the fulness of time, a 
great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
_ feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
_ The great red dragon already had drawn the 
_ third part of the stars of heaven, and cast them 
to the earth; and now the war between the 
Man-Child of the woman and the dragon is 
declared. ‘There is a great battle, and it shall 
continue to the consummation ; but the victory 
shall be that of the Cross of Christ, aided by the 
patience and the faith of the Saints, who keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus. ‘The empires of the world shall rise and 
fall before the advance of the hosts of the Lord. 
__ Jerusalem and Babylon shall fall, and the Angels 
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Shall sing ; “‘ Thou art just, O Lord, who 
and who wast, the Holy one, because Thou 
hast judged these things.” So is the history of 
the world described in its great scenes, and we 
come to the end of all. The City of God is 
on the horizon, and we see the heavens opened 
And behold a white horse, and He that sat 
upon him was called faithful and true, and with 
justice doth He judge and fight. His eyes were 
as a flame of fire, and on His head were many 
diadems, and He had a Name written, which no 
man knoweth but Himself: He was clothed 
with a garment sprinkled with blood, and His 
Name is called the Word of God : and He hath 
on His garment and on His thigh written : King 
of kings, and Lord of lords.” And His invita- 
tion goes forth: “Come, gather yourselves 
together to the great supper of God.”—Such 
is the conclusion of the story of this great Book, 
Summarised in its last sixteen verses. It has 
been told for us in great part in language from 
the writings of the Prophets, for they too saw in 
vision “ the things that must be done hereafter.” 
A short description of the City of God now 
closes the volume, and to it there is added the 
solemn and unique warning of verses 18 and 19 
of this chapter, with which we may compare 
the words of our Lord, that “it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass, than for one tittle of 
the law tofail.” (Lk., xvi, 17; cp. Mt., v, 18). 
And he said to me ’”—so does the epilogue 
begin. The speaker is no doubt the Angel of 
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xxi, 9,15,and xxii,1. Inthe phrase “ the Lord 
God of the spirits of the Prophets ” (for which 
cp. I Cor., xiv, 12, 32) we have a good example 
of how closely St. John ever associates himself 
and his message with the utterances of the 
Prophets ‘‘who are from the beginning.” 
(Lk., i, 70) And at once we read the words : 
** Behold I come quickly,” repeated in verses 
12 and 20 (cp. xvi, 15), which give the tone of 


the whole passage, and lead to a felicitation 


from our Lord, who, as Fr. Allo maintains, is 
now the speaker, already heard in 1, 3, so that 
the Book begins and ends with the same words 
of warmest praise. 

St. John, writing as ever with beautiful 
assurance, (Cp. I, 1, 4, 9), now forgets, in his 
rapture at what he has seen and heard, the warn- 
ing already received in xix, 10, and once more 
prostrates himself before the Angel, (cp. Dan., 
li, 46; 3 Kings, xviii, 7; Acts, x, 25, 26) who 
again rebukes him, with the sharp admonition : 
“Adore God.” (Cp. Deut., x, 20; Lk., iv, 
8). And at once our Lord (as Fr. Allo holds) 
takes up the address, in urgent words that show 
“the time to be at hand ”’, and the end of all 
things near. ‘‘ In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye ’’, the Judge and Master will arise, and 
the door shall be closed, and those outside shall 
stand, and knock in vain. (Mt., xxv,10; Lk., 
xiii, 25). Such is the force of the terrible irony 
in verse 11, reminding us of our Lord’s words to 
the Eleven at the close of His Agony in the 


173 


The Apocalypse of St. Fohn 


Garden, when Judas drew nigh: “ Slee 
now and take your rest.” (Mk., XiV, ies) 
Indeed the evening has come, and in verse 12 
the Master of the vineyard pays the labourers 
their hire, after they have borne the burden of 
the day and the heats. (Mt., xx, 8). The 
reward is “according to their works ”,—the 
principle that is maintained throughout all 
Scripture ; (Cp. Job, xxxiv, 11; Is., Ixii, rz ; 
Rom., ii, 5; Apoc., ii, 23). Moreover, “ the 
reward is with Him”, (cp. Is., Ixii, II), 
who knows His sheep, and calleth them by 
name, (Jn., x, 14), and thus gives “to every 
man what is his due, so that “star differeth 
from star in glory.” He is “the alpha and 
omega "’, (great words applied to our Lord only 
here), ..“ the author and finisher of our faith,” 
(Heb., xii, 2), “‘ the beginning and the end ” of 
all human history, while His friends are they 
that wash their robes in the Blood of the 
Lamb.” ‘Without are dogs and sorcerers ”, 
(cp. Ps., viii, 7; Deut., xxiii, 18; Prov., xxvi, 
ans Mk. vil, 27), “and everyone that loveth 
and maketh a lie ’’, (cp. Jer., viii, 10 ; I Jn., 1, 6). 
Finally, and most beautifully, does our Lord in 
verse 16 reveal Himself as the speaker, and 
describes Himself by new phrases, “as the root 
and stock of David,” (cp. v, 5), ‘‘ the beginning, 
as the end, of the whole economy associated 
with the Davidic family”, “the bright and 
morning star’, “the Orient from on high”, 
(Lk., i, 78), “the day-star to arise in every 
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heart ’’, (2 Pet., i, 19), the Star of Dawn, whose 
coming precedes the sunrise of the Day of God. 
(Ce. Zach., ti, 8 >. vi, a2). “Come, Come, 
Come—come unto Me all ye that labour and 
are heavy-laden, and I will refresh you: take 
the water of life freely,”—such is the earnest 
summons, full of joy and truth—to which may 
all make reply : ‘‘ Come, Lord Jesus.”’ 

Thus do “‘ we know that, if the earthly house 
of this habitation be dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a House not made with hands, 
Eternal in Heaven.” (I Cor., v, 1). There 
“ thou shalt have no more the sun for thy light 
by day, neither shall the brightness of the moon 
enlighten thee : but the Lord shall be unto thee 
for an Everlasting Light, and thy God for thy 
glory. Thy sun shall go down no more, and 
thy moon shall not decrease, for the Lord shall 
be unto thee for an Everlasting Light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy 
people shall be all just, they shall inherit the 
Land for ever, the branch of My planting, the 
work of My hand to glorify Me. The least 
shall become a thousand, and a little one a most 
strong nation. I the Lord will suddenly do 
this thing in its time ” (Is., lx, 19-22). So shall 
we come to Mount Sion, and to the City of the 
Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, and to 


the Company of many thousands of Angels, 


and to the Church of the Firstborn who are 
written in the Heavens, and to God, the Judge 
of all, and to the Spirits of the Just made perfect, 
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and to Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testa- 
ment, and to the sprinkling of Blood which 
speaketh better than that of Abel.” (Heb., 
Xli, 22-24). So shall be fulfilled the desire of 
the Sacred Heart on our behalf ; “I go to pre- 
pare a Place for you: I will come again, and 
will take you to Myself, that where I am, you 
also may be.” “ Father, I will that where I 
am, they also whom Thou hast given Me ma 
be with Me, that they may see My Glory whic 
Thou hast given Me, because Thou hast loved 
Me before the foundation of the world.” (Jn., 
Riv, 2} Xvil, 24). 






